
THE HISTORY OF THE AUGUSTA POLICE- 

A presentation by Christian J. Behr, Sergeant  

During the past two years, the police department has been looking back at its history.  The Police Chief, 

Robert Gregoire asked me if I would do some research into the history of the PD.  Deputy Chief Jared 

Mills further requested that I put together a “page or two” about the history of the department, 

something that could be used in presentations and for reference.  In making these requests, I began a 

look into the past 164 years that the Police have been in existence.  

One of the very first things that I wanted to accomplish was to learn when, exactly, the police 

department was formed.  Once that was established, I could begin a timeline which would display 

events in our history that would bring us up to the present day.  Subsequently, I noted who the past City 

Marshals were and the Chiefs of Police.  Up until this endeavor, there was no single record of who 

served these positions.  Now we have one.   

The History of the Augusta Police is still a work in progress.  At the present time it encompasses the 

years 1850 to the present and there is reference to a period between 1800-1850 which shows how law 

and order was handled during the time leading up to our formation.  I have researched many 

documents, visited several historical societies and been a frequent visitor at the Maine State Library.  

Some research was completed via the internet and I have referenced several resources there as well.  

The #1 source being “North’s History of Augusta”.   

During my presentation I will introduce the draft copy of the “History of the Augusta Maine Police 

Department”, I will present a power point slide show depicting its value as a resource and I will display 

several items of our history which might have otherwise been lost to time.  I will complete the 

presentation with a question and answer period where attendees can ask about the history, research 

project and add valuable insight.  

Christian J. Behr is a patrol supervisor for the Augusta Police Department.  First hired in 1995 as a patrol 

officer, Sergeant Behr has worked exclusively in the patrol division.  In 1998 then Officer Behr attended 

the Field Training Officer Course and the Instructor Certification Course at the Maine Criminal Justice 

Academy.  Since that time, Sergeant Behr has trained approx. 15 new hires to become police officers at 

Augusta PD.  Promoted to Sergeant in 2011, Sergeant Behr worked for 2 and a half years as the midnight 

shift supervisor.  Currently he is one of two Sergeants responsible for the evening shift.   

Sergeant Behr is in charge of the APD Police Training Program, the Honor Guard, and the Department 

Facebook page, the Officer Down Memorial board at Police Headquarters and for currently conducting 

the History Project.  Recently the Department anniversary was celebrated at the Police Department and 

Sgt. Behr was instrumental in making this day a success, which saw many past retirees, their family and 

family of past officers in attendance.   

Sergeant Behr was awarded the Medal of Merit from the Augusta Police Department for developing the 

current Police Training Officer Program.  Most recently he was awarded a permanent plaque, which has 



been added to the history section at Police Headquarters for his work on discovering and saving the 

Department history.   

Sergeant Behr is retired from the Maine Army National Guard and served in the Army, Army Reserves 

and the Maine Army National Guard between 1985-2012.  Sergeant Behr deployed to Iraq in 2005 with 

the 42nd Infantry Division (Mech) and once there served with the 278th Regimental Combat Team, 

TNARNG as a Safety Officer and member of the Commander’s Personal Security Team.  During his 

service, Sergeant Behr was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal 

and the Combat Action Badge along with several other awards.   

Sergeant Behr has an Associate Degree in Justice Studies from the University of Maine at Augusta and 

has also studied at the University of Southern Maine.   Sergeant Behr is married and lives in Winthrop 

with his wife Sara and their Rottweiler Bic.  (353 words) 

 


