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The Kennebec Historical Society’s May Public Presentation:  “Photographing 

Maine’s History: Glimpses into Life in the 19th and 20th Centuries”  

In this heavily illustrated lecture, Libby Bischof, co-author of the recently released Maine 

Photography: A History, 1840-2015, will focus on Maine's relationship with photography over 

the course of the past 150 years.  She will pay particular attention to photographs of labor and 

photographs made by nineteenth and early-twentieth century Maine women photographers--two 

important categories that deserve more attention in the larger history of Maine and the Arts.  

Bischof believes that to thoroughly understand Maine's rich past, one must understand the 

relationship of Mainers and hard work.  Photographs allow modern residents to understand 

historic labor practices that were once important to the state's economy but have now entirely 

disappeared, such as the Sardine industry.  She will also discuss the important role photography 

plays in both the preservation of the past—sometimes intentionally, sometimes not—as well as 

the ways in which photographs assist in educating people about the past.   

Libby Bischof is Associate Professor of History and Chair of the Department of History and 

Political Science at the University of Southern Maine where she teaches courses in US Social 

and Cultural History, Maine History, Photography and Visual Culture. She is the co-author of 

Maine Photography: A History, 1840-2015, as well as Maine Moderns: Art in Seguinland, 1900-

1940.  Her work on photography has been supported by grants and fellowships from the Center 

for Creative Photography, the Beinecke Library at Yale, the Peter Palmquist Memorial Fund for 

Historical Photographic Research, the Maine Women Writers Collection at UNE, and the USM 

Faculty Senate.  She lives in Gorham, Maine, with her husband and son. 

The Kennebec Historical Society Public Presentation will take place on Wednesday, May 18, 

2016, at 6:30pm at the Augusta City Center, 16 Cony Street in Augusta. 

 


