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KHS Board of Directors 
 

President/Archivist 

  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President/Librarian 

  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  Anne Cough 

  Nelson Leavitt 

  Kent London 

  Phyllis vonHerrlich 

  Stephen Weston 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 

 John Finnegan 

 Thomas Johnson  

 Mark Johnston 

 Sally Joy/newsletter  

     editor 

 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 

   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 

 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 

 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  

 404 on April 10 

 Life members: 157 

 

 

May Program 

“Seeing the Eliphant: A Maine Couple’s Adventures  

in Gold Rush San Francisco” 

 Seeing the Eliphant is a story about William King, Jr.’s 

mother’s maternal grandparents, James and Rebecca 

Gardiner White’s move from Gardiner, Maine, to Gold 

Rush San Francisco in the 1850s. The basis for Ken 

Martin’s book which Mr. King commissioned and helped 

research is a treasure trove of letters he found in an attic 

trunk in 1952. Mr. Martin will present the mechanics of 

writing and researching the book. William King will 

highlight some of the Whites’ adventures and family 

history with slides, and share some of the fascinating 

research side stories. 
 William King, Jr. is a retired small business man with 

54 years of sales and management experience. He 

currently serves as a senior adviser to the Maine 

Downtown Center which delivers the National Trust’s 

Main Street Program to 30 Maine communities including 

Augusta, Gardiner and Bath, where he lives in the winter. 

Bill is an active board member at Mid Coast Hospital and has served on numerous local 

organization boards in the Bath Brunswick area.  
 Author Kenneth R. Martin started his professional life as a 

college history professor and, later, museum director. Over the 

last 40 years he has written, co-written, and edited more than 20 

books, mostly regional and maritime histories, including the 

award-winning Patriarch of Maine Shipbuilding: The Life and 

Ships of Gardiner G. Deering (2008). He lives on the scenic 

east bank of Maine’s Kennebec River, a short way from 

Gardiner, James and Rebecca White’s hometown.  
 The program will take place on Thursday, May 21, 2015, at 

6:30 p.m. at Christ Church, 2 Dresden Avenue, in Gardiner. 

 

 

Wanted: A Pragmatic Information Technology Manager 
 

 The society is very much in need of a volunteer to manage the day-to-day needs of its  

IT systems. We are looking for someone to maintain and update its computers (7), its printers 

(3), its local area network, and its software applications excluding the membership and 

collections databases. In addition, they would be responsible for the website 

(kennebechistorical.org) and the Facebook page. 
 We can even see this being two or more volunteers based on interests and time. This is a 

task that would require visits to the society at times but could also involve work from your 

home. Please give us a call at 622-7718 or email us at kennhis1981@gmail.com if you are 

interested. Thanks. 
 

  

William King, Jr. 

Kenneth R. Martin 
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President’s Message 
 

 When KHS purchased the Henry Weld Fuller Jr. house in 2007, we took on many opportunities as well as 

many challenges. In our first years in the house, we were able to build an environmentally controlled archive 

and, among other accomplishments, to reduce the historical heating oil usage by almost half. Eight years later 

we have nearly filled that new archive, and the use of oil has gone up perhaps as much from the fact that we are 

in the building longer hours. You will find in this newsletter an article by Phyllis vonHerrlich addressing a 

recently completed project to add insulation and internal storm windows to the second and third floors. Both 

projects represent our active stewardship of the house and collections as we continue to grow. Although we 

won’t know the actual impact of this work until next year, I can tell you now it has made the rooms we work in 

much warmer. It has also provided space to expand our archive. 

A question for the membership: 

 One of our current goals for the Collections Database is to add value to the items we own or will own in the 

future. Basically we add value by cataloging the items so that researchers can determine what we have and what 

these items contain. Thus, we transcribe items and add descriptions to our records as well as index the 

organizations, people, and places that are mentioned. The Kennebec Surname List is a product of the people end 

of the indexing. One other way to add value is to add context to the item: Who were these people and how do 

they fit into Kennebec County History? 

 It is this latter process that brings me to a question I would like to ask the membership. Constructing a 

genealogy of the family involved in a donation can add considerable context to the collection. Indeed, it often 

answers questions that are not apparent from looking at the item (e.g., who is the Laura who wrote the letter, or 

when was this picture of Joe taken?). A key tool in this process is an annual subscription to Ancestry.com. We 

are wondering if the $500/year necessary to make Ancestry available to members and our cataloging staff is 

worth it. Would you as a member come to the society to use it, or is there enough access available in local 

libraries?   

 Think about it and send us an email at kennhis1891@gmail.com, call 622-7718, or drop in and talk about it 

during our open hours. 

 Thanks for reading. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

KHS Extends Offers to Two UMF Students for Summer Internships 

 This summer we will be joined by two University of Maine Farmington students, Connor Wagner and 

Holland Corsan, who will work as interns on cataloging projects. We were pleased to receive six applications 

from very qualified students from which these two were selected. This is more applications than we received in 

the past, and candidates have been from more Maine regions and schools than in the past. This is largely 

because this year Scott Wood expanded the number of schools that were sent announcements. 

 This will be the third year KHS has sponsored a summer internship program, and we have been very pleased 

with the results. As in past years this project has been paid for by donations from two anonymous donors to 

whom we are very grateful. 

 Connor will start in May and Holland in June. Come in and say hello if you get a chance. 
 

 

KHS Turns 125 Next Year! 

 It’s time to mark our longevity and accomplishments and to start to plan for an event or activities to 

celebrate our 125th anniversary on May 7, 2016. Do you have any ideas? 
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Book Sales Scheduled 

 The first book sale of the spring will be on Saturday, May 9, from 10 to 2, at 107 Winthrop Street. We will 

offer more than 1,000 hardback and paperback books drawn from a minister’s library and a church library’s 

discards. Among the items for sale are several versions of the Bible: Scott’s Bible, the Jerusalem Bible, and 

several volumes of the Interpreters Bible. In addition to works of Biblical commentary, theology, philosophy, 

church administration, counseling, and self-help, there are a number of books for children. The hardbacks will 

sell for $1.00 and the paperbacks for $.50. Starting at 1:00 pm, all books will be reduced to $1.00 a bag.  

 Please save the books you had planned to donate for our second sale to be held on June 6. For more 

information, call 622-7718. 

 

 

June Program: “Preservation and Restoration of a Railroading Icon  

Maine Central Railroad #470” 
 

 Former Maine Central Railroad steam 

locomotive 470 made the final steam run in 

Maine on June 13, 1954, and has since been a 

park exhibit in the city of Waterville. Because of 

vandalism and deterioration, the city of 

Waterville has agreed to sell the locomotive to 

New England Steam Corporation (NESCO) for 

preservation and restoration.  

 One of three surviving steam locomotives of 

Maine Central heritage, it is the largest steam 

locomotive remaining in the New England states, 

and the only one in Maine.  Sister 469 and 470 

were constructed by American Locomotive 

Works of Schenectady, New York, in 1924, 

specifically to pull high speed, heavy-weight 

trains of 12 to 14 cars from Boston to points 

north. No doubt, they drew private cars of the 

Roosevelt and Rockefeller families at one time or another.  

 This summer, the New England Steam Corporation will begin preparing the locomotive to be removed to the 

Downeast Scenic Railroad in Ellsworth, Maine, for restoration to serviceable condition. We believe it will 

generate a positive economic impact for Maine, creating service and sales opportunities that might not otherwise 

exist. In addition, all restoration work is being done in Maine, by Maine workers.  

 Richard Glueck, president of NESCO, will be presenting a program on the 470. He is a past Maine Regional 

Teacher of the Year and a recipient of the Presidential Award for Elementary Mathematics Education. A life-

long lover of trains and locomotives, he now constructs 1/8th scale model trains at home, and is constructing a 

7.25" gauge track in his backyard. He retired from public education in 2010 and helped found NESCO in 2013.  

 The program will take place on Wednesday, June 17, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. at the Augusta City Center, 

16 Cony Street in Augusta. 

 
 

Food for Thought 

“Professor Johnston often said that if you didn’t know history, you didn’t know anything. You were a leaf that 

didn’t know it was part of a tree.” 

 ~Michael Crichton, Timeline 



March-April 2015  Page 4 

The Collections Box 

 This has been an interesting season. We have already logged over 70 acquisitions, both purchases and 

donations ranging in size from a single postcard to a box full of pictures, clippings and books. We continue to 

add to letters from the Fred C. Tobey collection. All the families represented are related, but the common 

ancestors thus far appear to be Madison and Mary A. Tuck of Hallowell whose eight children Mary E.,  

Lizzie A., Hattie J., Julia M., Emma L., William J., and Lucy E. marry into the Chase, Parshley, and 

Chadbourne families. Any information you might have, formal or anecdotal about these people, would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 One of the more interesting recent acquisitions is a letter dated August 5, 1918, from Frank P. Babbitt in 

France to his mother Mrs. J. F. Babbitt of Augusta. He speaks generally of life in the Army in France and says 

that he had the opportunity to meet General Pershing. The contents were approved by the Army Censorship 

Office which affixed its stamp to the envelope. The letter is made even more interesting because it is 

accompanied by a photo of young Babbitt in uniform. 

 Also through purchase we acquired an 1837 map of the Kennebec River from Augusta to Gardiner. It not 

only shows the channel makers, but identifies all the islands and is enhanced by a cross sectional view of the 

river. As some of the features of the river have changed or no longer exist, it provides an insight into the 

Kennebec of almost 200 years ago. 

 As I hunt through auction listings, I have to be careful to read through, around, and under the descriptions. 

Even then, I’m sure I miss a few items, but sometimes I’m lucky. The description of an 1849 letter inverted the 

writer’s name with the recipient’s. I did not know the addressee, E. P. Butler, but I looked at the letter anyway. 

As it turned out, the letter was from Benjamin Apthorp Gould Fuller to Butler inquiring about land held by his 

recently deceased brother Frederick Augustus Fuller. A nice find. 

 And then there are the times that the other members of the Collections Committee jump in and help. I 

bought an 1845 letter to a Dr. Holland in Canton about the meeting of the board of the hospital. I deciphered the 

signature of the writer as being that of R. W. Manning. When the committee met and looked at the letter, 

Anthony Douin smiled and said, “No, that’s Reuel Williams’s signature. I’d know that scribble anywhere.” 

 And sometimes what I find is just fun. Take the studio card of Weston Lewis sitting proudly astride his 

horse in front of his house at 80 Willow Street. 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 

 

 

The Moira Fuller Fund 

 

 The Moira Fuller Fund annual campaign exists to cover costs of keeping the doors open at society 

headquarters on Winthrop Street in Augusta. The society operates almost entirely with volunteers. The fund 

helps cover cost of a few hours a week of professional office help, building and grounds maintenance, and 

accounting.  

 Printing and delivering the society’s newsletter is an important function of our society, but it consumes 50% 

of dues income. The remaining 50% helps with operations, but covers only about 3% of our annual operating 

costs. 

 Your membership is appreciated. We currently have just over 400 members. Any amount that you can 

contribute to the Moira Fuller Annual Fund will be greatly appreciated. If everyone contributes, even small 

donations will add up to a significant amount. 
 In 2015 we are hoping for 100% of membership participation in support for the annual appeal of the Moira 

Fuller society operations fund. Make checks payable to Kennebec Historical Society and mail them to  

P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME  04332-5582. 

 Please help us with our mission of preserving and disseminating the rich history of Kennebec County 

Maine. 
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Energy Efficiency Updates for KHS 
 

 The Building & Grounds Committee has been working to improve energy efficiency for 107 Winthrop 

Street for quite some time. A space use change (the need to use the third floor for document storage) made it 

necessary to address heat loss through the third floor, as well as to look at improving efficiency elsewhere in the 

building.  

 To put things in perspective, I will step back to late spring of 2014 and give you an update on what has been 

done since then. During 2014, we had some on-site visits to explore the new technology of heat pumps for 

heating and cooling the building. We then explored the usability and cost range for this technology for our 

building but did not seek specific bids. We had contractors come in to give us recommendations and bids for 

improving the insulation on the third floor. We had window professionals assess our needs and provide 

information about possible approaches to take. We had an energy audit, and the report included 

recommendations for improvement. We also explored some low-cost temporary approaches to window 

treatments to reduce heat loss (although some of these approaches could last for a number of years). 

 The following is a list of what we did. Some of it is permanent, and some is “temporary,” although the work 

and material could last for a number of years. 

 1) Three interior glass storm windows with UV glass were installed in the Fuller Parlor during the summer. 

These reduce heat loss through the windows (both heat transfer and air leaks) and provide UV protection for the 

art work, historic documents, and antique furniture in the room. The interior storm windows can be removed if 

necessary (something that needs to be done by the company that installed them), but they are permanent 

installations. This work was done by O & P Glass, a company now based in Augusta. 

 2) The third floor has been insulated. Based on the new space use, the energy audit and the 

recommendations we got from assessment of the space, we moved ahead with insulating the third floor. This 

included foam insulation on the back side of the walls of the defined rooms and on the attic floor, which is the 

back side of the ceilings of the defined rooms. Air sealing, as needed, was done to stop air leaks. A new attic 

hatch door was also installed. The foam insulation was painted, as required by current regulations. Cellulose 

insulation was added to the floor of the cold side attic space and the doors leading to these spaces were 

insulated. This work was done by The Breathable Home, an energy efficiency company based in Augusta. The 

company’s owner, Bo Jesperson, generously donated some of the insulation material. 

 3) Interior storm windows were installed on the second and third floor windows. These were very 

economical because kits were purchased and staff Scott Wood and volunteer Phyllis vonHerrlich put them 

together. The interior storm windows provide insulation as well as sealing to prevent air leaks. These windows 

involve no changes to the existing window frames and are kept in place by flexible foam that surrounds the 

window. The kits were purchased from Green Fret Consulting in Edgecomb. 

 Ernie Plummer has been keeping track of the temperature in the building and those who work and volunteer 

there have been commenting on the draftiness. It is certainly warmer and less drafty! These efforts should result 

in lower fuel use for the coming winter (sorry to remind you of that!) and provide a much more comfortable 

space! 

 Of course there is more work to be done, and the Building and Grounds Committee will be discussing these 

issues (plus much more!) as we continue to meet. 

 SPECIAL INVITATION:  If anyone would like to join the KHS Building and Grounds Committee, please 

contact us by email at kennhis1891@gmail.com or call 622-7718.  

 

  For the Building & Grounds Committee 

  – Phyllis vonHerrlich 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesdays; call for appointment for other times. 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: kennhis1891@gmail.com 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


