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 Annual Meeting & Program: “A Window on the Past: 

Four Centuries of Historic New England Homes” 
 
 The architecture of New England houses was shaped not only by its architects and 
patrons, but by available materials and prevailing architectural style. The Jackson House in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, was built in the 17th century; the Gropius House is a mid-20th-
century modern home in Lincoln, Massachusetts. These and other houses that are part of the 
museum collection of Historic New England will be the topic of Joanna McKnight’s January 
19 presentation at the Viles Arboretum illustrating her exploration of the vast changes in 
architectural environment over a four-century span.  
 Manager of Historic New England’s Stewardship Easement Program’s easements 
throughout Maine, northern Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, Joanna, a recent graduate of 
the master of architectural history program at the University of Virginia, also holds a degree 
from North Carolina State University.  
 The annual meeting and program will take place at the Viles Arboretum, 153 Hospital 
Street, Augusta, across from the state hospital. Activities will begin with a potluck luncheon 
at 1 p.m. Please note this is a Sunday afternoon. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KHS Board of Directors 
 

President 

  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President 

  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  Anne Cough 
  Benjamin Doty 
  Jonathan Hillier 
  Thomas Johnson 
  Kent London 
  John O’Connor 
  Joseph M. O’Donnell  
  Roger Pomerleau 
  Betsy Sawyer 
  Phyllis vonHerrlich 
  Stephen Weston 

Librarian 

  Bruce Kirkham  

Archivist 

  Ernie Plummer  

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

Newsletter Editor 

  Sally Joy 

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 
 John Finnegan 
 Mark Johnston 
 Sheilah F. McCarthy 
 Joseph Owen 
 Katy Perry 
 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 
 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  

 367 on December 11 

 Life Members: 152 

 

New Board Appointees  

to Run for Elective Board Positions 

 The Kennebec Historical Society’s board of directors recently appointed four new 
members to one-year terms: Benjamin Doty, Jonathan Hillier, Betsy Sawyer, and Stephen 
Weston. At the annual meeting on January 19, 2014, Jonathan, Betsy, and Stephen will be 
standing for two-year terms as elected members of the Board. Ben has decided to wait a year 
before standing for an elective board position. 
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President’s Message – New Membership Levels Reflect Different Ways 

of Contributing to the Society’s Mission 
 
 Over the years, the board has considered ways to recognize people’s contributions to the society. It also has 
reviewed and debated different approaches to the way a membership is defined. Most recently, the board 
approved a new set of membership levels that will supplement the more or less standard levels that we have 
used for many years. 
 The new levels are meant to recognize that people give both time and/or money to the society and to make 
explicit that both are highly valued; both make it possible to achieve our goals. We also recognize that some 
people and organizations give significant money or services to the organization, often without getting 
recognition as a member. 
 We will be maintaining the traditional individual, family, business, corporate and nonprofit annual 
memberships as well as life and life family memberships. These are the monetary contributions that form the 
base of our support. However, we wish explicitly to recognize donations, both monetary and in-kind, that are 
$500 or greater by creating two new membership categories: sponsoring memberships for those who donate 
$500 to $999 for any purpose, and sustaining memberships for those who donate $1,000 or more. These 
memberships will be for one year starting at the time of the donation. They will be offered for donations to the 
Moira H. Fuller Annual Fund campaign, the Charles E. Nash campaign or any other purpose, such as intern 
support or gifts for house maintenance or equipment purchases. 
 There are also numerous people who give their time to the society and do not receive any tangible benefits; 
even on a minimum-wage scale that time is the equivalent of money, since we don’t have to hire someone to do 
the work they do. Under the new approach, however, anyone who contributes 40 or more hours of volunteer 
service a year will be offered a contributing membership in the society. That membership will be, as are the 
supporting memberships, for one year. They will be renewed each year if the individual continues to contribute 
that amount of time. Members who volunteer for 100 hours per year will be recognized as staff volunteers, and 
those who give 200 or more hours will be recognized as senior staff volunteers. These memberships will be 
based on the volunteer hour logs that people submit in January each year. The logs are important, since they 
help when it comes to showing our level of participation to granting agencies and to prospective donors. The 
time contributed also includes time spent doing KHS business at home and at the society. 
 So that’s where we are on membership today. Please let us know if you have any questions or suggestions. 
 Thanks for reading. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

 

Society Headquarters 

Closed for Two Weeks 

Around Holidays 
 
 The Kennebec Historical Society’s 
headquarters, the Henry Weld Fuller Jr 
House, at 107 Winthrop Street in 
Augusta, will be closed during the weeks 
of Christmas and New Year’s Day. The 
society will reopen for business on 
Wednesday, January 8.  
 We look forward to seeing you next 
year. 
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February Program: “The Heyday of Photojournalism” 
 
 Robert Freson of Bailey Island, who writes under the name Gareth Jones, will speak at the Viles Arboretum 
at 2 p.m. on February 9, 2014. Belgian by birth, he arrived in the United States in 1948 and got a job with Irving 
Penn, a major photographer, with whom he worked until 1962. Among the magazines in which Jones’ work has 
appeared are Look, Esquire, Vogue, National Geographic, Ladies’ Home Journal, and Cuisine. He worked with 
the (London) Sunday Times for 25 years. He is the author of The Taste of France, Savoring France and At 

Home in Provence, the latter with Patricia Wells. He is currently searching for a suitable institution to house his 
considerable photographic archive, preferably in Maine.  
 

In Praise of Volunteers – Bruce and Kathy Kirkham 
 

 Two people have contributed enormously to the society this year as they have for many years in the past; 

both at the society headquarters and outside. Clearly, Bruce and Kathy Kirkham have been stalwarts when it 

comes to supporting the organization as officers of the Board of Directors. Bruce has also been a director and 

librarian of the society for a number of years. Kathy has been the keeper of the museum shop for the past few 

years bringing some very innovative approaches to our sales and presentation of items for sale. You may have 

noticed both of them at the programs with their mobile museum shop. The myriad ways the two of them help 

includes work on the membership committee, the museum committee and other similar committees. In addition, 

both have worked extensively on the Kennebec Journal photo project and other data entry activities including 

transcription and indexing of many documents. If you’ve seen the exhibitions in the entry foyer over the past 

few years, you have seen their work, since they have done them all. There are few people in the society who 

give as much of their thinking, dedication, or time as do Bruce and Kathy; they are real doers as well as thinkers. 

When you see them, say thanks. 

 
 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Sally Munroe, Augusta 
Michael and Annie Harrington, Augusta 
Debbie Sliva Violette, Chelsea 
Harold Leighton, Augusta 
 
 

Sponsoring Business Members 

Pine Tree Trading Company, Distributor, 
Gardiner 
Stephen Weston, Fine Furniture Conservation, 
Winthrop 

 

 

Season’s Greetings from the Society 

 Most years we have the opportunity to get together at the society’s home during this season 

of the year. Unfortunately, this year the weather did not cooperate and we had to cancel the 

annual Victorian Tea. So we would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for 2014 

and to thank all the people who have contributed to the success of 2013. 

 We began a new tradition with the summer ice cream social that we held this August. Perhaps with the way 

Maine weather has of interfering with schedules from October to April, we should consider making that 

occasion the time to get together and celebrate the history of Kennebec County and thank all those who support 

the society. What do you think?  
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Maine Historical Society collections item 
 

This opening page of an 1852 letter from Allen Lambard to Reuel 
Williams illustrates some of the difficulty involved in transcribing 
manuscripts. Lambard, an Augusta native and businessman, had 
moved to California, and was writing home to Williams, a former 
U.S. senator and local industrialist. 

 

The Collections Box 

 In the society’s archive are hundreds and 
hundreds of longhand manuscript pages. 
Transcriptions of these pages into printed form 
not only would be a service to patrons by 
making accurate texts easily available, but also 
would make possible the inclusion of names in 
those documents into our Surname Database, 
searchable both at the society and online. 
Transcribing can be both challenging and 
rewarding, and, believe it or not, fun. 
 The process of transcribing a text is similar 
to that of reading a poem. In both cases, the 
reader must first establish who the speaker is 
and what the situation is. One begins by reading 
the whole piece, skipping, for the moment, over 
illegible or difficult sections to establish the 
speaker. In a poem the question is whether the 
author is speaking directly or a character or 
persona is being established. In a letter, we want 
to know the relationship between the sender and 
receiver, e.g. father-son, lawyer-client, 
wholesaler-retailer, soldier-wife.  
 The situation in the poem might be one side 
of a conversation, the description of an event or 
scene, or a lament over a lost love. In the 
manuscript, the location of the writer and the 
recipient, the date of the letter, and the reason 
for the letter will all help in the transcription by 
suggesting the subject, and thereby, the 
language used whether it be legal, business, 
local idiom, or military. Ascertaining the level 
of education of the writer may also be helpful. 
 Then the transcribing begins. Some illegible 
words can be made legible by simply trying the 
word that you might use at that point in the 
sentence. If a single letter is the problem, look elsewhere in the letter for the same letter in a word that is legible. 
Many writers in the early and mid-19th century were still using an earlier 18th-century orthographic style, so 
what looks like “f” is really “s.” Many times an illegible word is an abbreviation: “Jno” for “Jonathan,”  “Colo” 
for “Colonel,” “ye” for “the,” and  “inst” for “instant” meaning “most recent,” as in “Yrs of inst.”  
 I think you will find that successfully transcribing a holograph manuscript and finally understanding a 
difficult poem ultimately produce the same joy and feeling of accomplishment.  
 In the new year, a small group will assemble each week to have a try at transcribing. I will distribute copies 
of a letter to transcribe one week, they will try to produce an accurate transcription at home, and at the next 
meeting we will help each other complete the task. If you are interested, e-mail (khs@gwi.net) or call the society 
(at 622-7718).  
 

For the Collections Committee  
– Bruce Kirkham 
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The End of an Era – the Closing of the Local Hospital 
 

    Nearly five years ago, I spent the better part of four days 
at MaineGeneral Medical Center’s hospital on East Chestnut 
Street in Augusta, watching my father’s brief, unsuccessful 
struggle to recover from a stroke that had felled him in the 
middle of a winter night. As a result, after he died, it was 
hard to think of the hospital without immediately associating 
it with the trappings of his death – the parade of relatives 
past his bedside, the many consultations with doctors, and 
the stark silence of the room as his body, finally 
disconnected from tubes and monitoring machines, lay 
draped in a sheet and awaiting the undertaker. 
    That memory came rushing back November 23 when I 
attended a sale of leftover furniture and equipment at the 

hospital, although I couldn’t figure out exactly where those events had transpired in the rabbit warren of look-
alike rooms. 
    The medical staff had left three weeks earlier for the new, spacious, up-to-date, smartly landscaped hospital 
campus four miles away – yet another local institution flung out to the city’s periphery. An auction company 
was managing the disposal of the lamps, beds, couches, clocks, scales, file cabinets, swivel chairs, bulletin 
boards, paintings, and other items that were left behind. It seemed odd to be part of the throng picking at the 
bones of a once-vital community landmark. Perhaps many of the other sale customers that day felt the same 
way, but that didn’t stop them from whisking cartloads of furniture out the door. 
    Many of us shun hospitals. They remind us of death, and we’d rather not dwell on it. For better or worse, 
however, they are the setting for many of the great dramas of our lives. My father had been born in the same 
hospital where he died, although it was called Augusta General Hospital in those days. I was born there, too, as 
were my siblings and many other relatives – including my daughter, who arrived at 10:30 p.m. on a cold night in 
late December. The staff made extra efforts to get all the new mothers home for Christmas, so that left my still-
recovering wife, my baby daughter and me celebrating the holiday alone in the maternity ward. At least there 
was no competition for the nurses’ services. 
    When my grandmother arrived in Augusta, a fresh-faced teenage immigrant from New Brunswick, she 
followed her older sister’s example by attending nursing school in the Haines Building, right next door to the 
main hospital building, in 1913. I still have her cracked, fading diploma. 
    When my other grandmother was ill in the 1960s, a parish priest went to Augusta General to visit her. 
Mistaking a floor-to-ceiling window for the front door, he pushed his way through it, shattering the glass, 
cutting himself badly, and inadvertently becoming a hospital inpatient himself. 
    Once when I was a boy, in a fit of anger I slammed my open hand down on a small decoration made of 
toothpicks and foam balls, intending to smash it. Mission accomplished – but I also drove a toothpick into the 
palm of my hand. Dad took me to the hospital emergency room to have it extracted. He also took me there when 
I stepped on a rusty nail. Maybe that’s another reason people avoid hospitals. They’re a reminder of the 
consequences of bad judgment and carelessness. In any case, I later repaid the favor by taking Dad there to deal 
with various medical emergencies in his old age. 
    The medical staff’s move to the west side of town completes a cycle, in a way. The hospital existed for a few 
years in the 1890s on the west side of Augusta, on Crosby Street, in a building that is still standing. That area 
still looks like a neighborhood. On the east side, by contrast, the hospital’s more than a century of occupancy 
acted as a sort of slow-motion tsunami that flattened most of the buildings within shouting distance of the 
hospital’s Arsenal Street entrance, as the ever-increasing demand for parking prompted the hospital to buy and 
demolish house after house. 
    Now that section of the Kennebec River’s east bank is a moonscape of empty parking lots, and the hulking 
hillside building that called them into existence stands watch over them, no longer the scene of our great dramas, 
but instead just an empty realm of echoes awaiting its next purpose. 
 

– Joseph Owen, Augusta 



November-December 2013  Page 6 
 

 

 

What Does the Personnel Committee Do? 
 
 One of the less-noticed standing committees of the society is also one of the most important. As the society 
grows and begins to meet the challenge of a professional institution and the people who do the work, assuring 
the welfare of the volunteers, paid employees, and contractors becomes more challenging. The Personnel 
Committee is charged with recommending policies relating to the recruitment, compensation, benefits, and 
retention of these people. Indeed, you can think of this committee as analogous to the human resources 
department of a large business or corporation. In the past, the executive director might have done this job, but 
we no longer have an executive director and we have expanded our activities beyond what was true five years 
ago. 
 Society policy specifically assigns these tasks to the committee: 

• The Personnel Committee shall develop and annually review job descriptions for all paid and 
volunteer positions in the society 

• The committee shall address ways to increase the availability of volunteers to fill needed roles 
• Working with other committees, it shall recruit volunteers from inside and outside the society 
• To assure consistency, this committee shall consider and make recommendations for all recognition 

of volunteers, employees and community contributors. 
 As is the case with all other standing committees of the society, there is a great deal of overlap with other 
committees and thus a need to communicate between committees. There is also a need to communicate with the 
society Board of Directors, since all policy recommendations of standing committees must be vetted by that 
body. 
 As with all our committees, we need people to serve and to take an active role in executing the activities of 
this committee. Please consider joining this committee in the new year. 
 

The Society’s House is Available for Members 

 The society’s house is available to members for meetings of nonprofit and community organizations: 

perhaps a book club, a genealogy interest group, a postcard swap, or a bridge club. The only restrictions are that 

a member takes responsibility for the meeting and that meetings are not held between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Wednesday through Friday when the reading room is open. If you are interested in using the house, call a 

member of the Museum Committee, Kent London, Bruce Kirkham, or Ernie Plummer or send an e-mail to the 

society at khs@gwi.net or telephone 622-7718. There is a procedure for this availability at the society. There is 

no charge for this membership benefit. 

 

Summer Internship Sponsors Sought 
 
 As it did last year, the Kennebec Historical Society has created two internships to provide summer 
employment for students interested in history or library sciences. This would provide students the opportunity to 
work in their field of interest during the summer in a location near home. If you are interested in this opportunity 
or know someone who might be, please contact Ernie Plummer or Bruce Kirkham at 622-7718 or by e-mail at 
khs@gwi.net. 
 To do this, we again need financial support. Our expectation is that there are members who would be 
interested in creating such an internship in their name or in memory of a family member or friend. Each 
internship will require an annual stipend of $1,500. Although an endowment large enough to provide an annual 
income of that size would be ideal, annual contributions of that amount would work. 
 Please give some thought to this way of bringing younger scholars into our society and keeping them 
employed over the summer at home and in an activity that builds toward their goals. If you are interested in 
supporting this, please call 622-7718 and ask for Ernie Plummer, our archivist. 
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Identity of “Mystery Man” Revealed 
 

 Primarily because of the dogged efforts of Kent London and a bit 
of important information from Tom Johnson, we now know the 
identity of our “mystery man” (see the September-October issue of the 
Current). He is Albert Gallatin Jewett (1802-1885). Although born in 
Pittston and educated at Waterville (now Colby) College, class of 
1826, Jewett for most of his life was a resident of Belfast. He was also 
the chargé d’affaires at the U.S. Embassy is Peru for three years and 
practiced law in Bangor for a few years. He was mayor of Belfast 
from 1863 to 1865 and 1867 to 1868. 
 Jewett’s only child, a daughter, Isabella (born 1835), married 
Charles Miller Harris (1821-1875). Their child, Dr. William Hugh 
Harris (1861-1934) married Martha Jewett North (1867), 
granddaughter of James William North (1810-1882). It was from the 
estate of Charles Miller Harris, the latter’s son, and June (Freeman) 
Harris that we purchased the painting in 1994.  
 A few mysteries still surround this painting, since there is reason 

to believe that it is a copy either of a photograph or another artist’s work. There still may be other copies of this 
one. Not to worry, Kent is on the trail! 

 

 

Book Sale 

 The Society will hold a book sale this spring and welcomes donations of books at any time during our open 
hours. If you wish to drop off a bag or box when we are closed, please place the bag or box on the front porch, 
away from the steps and the railing. The last bag got rained on. If none of this is convenient, please call 622-
7718 and we will come get your donation. 
 

Maine Hosting Solutions Assumes Ownership of the KHS Website 
 
 Maine Hosting Solutions of 122 Front Street, Bath, is the new host for our website. We are grateful to this 
organization for providing consideration of our nonprofit status. 
 One benefit of the new arrangement will be the ability to store back issues of the Kennebec Current. More 
details about that will be announced as we get it set up. 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code: _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business ______________________________________  

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___    __________________________  
 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  
  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___  Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 
  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___  __________________________  
  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 
  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75  _________________________   
  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125 ___________________________  
  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___  _________________________________  
      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received: ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; other times by appointment 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


