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KHS Board of Directors 
 

President 

  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President 

  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  Anne Cough 
  Thomas Johnson 
  Kent London 
  John O’Connor 
  Joseph M. O’Donnell  
  Roger Pomerleau 
  Phyllis vonHerrlich 

Librarian 

  Bruce Kirkham  

Archivist 

  Ernie Plummer  

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

Newsletter Editor 

  Sally Joy 

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 
 John Finnegan 
 Mark Johnston 
 Sheilah F. McCarthy 
 Joseph Owen 
 Katy Perry 
 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 
 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  

 393 on October 11 

 Life Members: 151 

 

 

November Program: Reading Your Old House 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Getting to know more about your old house — who built it and when, what’s special 
about it, and how it can be sensitively updated — gives you a sense of confidence about 
owning and caring for it. Learn how to piece together the history of your old house as Joseph 
Cornish, supervising preservation services manager at Historic New England, shows where to 
look to track down records of your home’s history and what the surviving physical evidence 
of your old house has to say about its past. 
 Mr. Cornish has worked to save many endangered historic properties while employed by 
the Providence Preservation Society in Providence, Rhode Island, and Preservation 
Worcester, in Worcester, Massachusetts. Since 1998, he has worked for Historic New 
England in Boston, Massachusetts, where he administers and enforces the preservation 
restrictions that Historic New England holds on 88 historic properties across New England. 
In addition, Mr. Cornish is president of the New England Chapter of the Society of 
Architectural Historians, a past president of the Belmont Historical Society and co-chairman 
of the Belmont Historic District Commission in Belmont, Massachusetts. He has written 
articles and lectured frequently on topics related to architectural history, maintaining historic 
buildings, and Historic New England and its stewardship program. He received his master of 
arts degree in preservation studies from Boston University and his bachelor of arts degree in 
history and art history from the College of the Holy Cross. 
 The program will take place at 6:30 p.m. November 20, 2013, at Augusta City Center. 
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President’s Message – Members’ Financial Support and  

Contributed Time are Making the Society a Success 

 On September 9, 2013, the solicitation phase of the Moira Fuller Annual Campaign officially ended. Our 
goal of $40,000 was exceeded through donations and pledges of more than $50,000. Significant thanks should 
be directed at the donors and the Development Committee, John Bridge, Tom Johnson, Joe Owen, and Roger 
Pomerleau (chairman). The year 2013 has been very exciting and productive: restoration of the first-floor 
rooms, completion of the Kennebec Journal photo project, and the first year with interns – four in all. This was 
made possible by individual donations and a grant but was supported by contributions to the annual appeal and 
the hard work of our dedicated volunteers. 
 We are also recognizing a change in our interface with patrons. More and more we see people from outside 
of Maine sending in inquiries by e-mail or visiting while on their way back from vacations in Maine. This 
supplements our normal visits from more local Mainers. It is a reflection of what the support of our donors and 
volunteers has accomplished. In recent weeks, for example, a couple from Pennsylvania visited while on their 
way home from a costal Maine vacation. They came in search of information about their father and grandfather 
in Augusta and left with pictures of their family home and of their grandfather from a 1916 yearbook. They 
were happy customers. We also had a student returning to California who came to view original pictures of 
quilt designs in Hearth and Home, available because we have a large collection of this once-popular 19th-
century magazine. These are just two of several out-of-state success stories. We are able to meet patrons’ needs 
because we preserve family, social organizational and business materials not available from other sources and 
store and catalog them in a way they can be found in a timely manner. 
 We are looking forward to even more improvements next year. One important aspect of our collections is 
the Charles E. Nash annual campaign. Its goal is to build a reserve fund to be available when important items 
come up for sale and exceed normal purchase funds, to buy large equipment to support the archives and library, 
and to pay for need restoration of items. You will soon receive a letter seeking your support in that effort. I 
know you will all provide the kind of support you have in years past. Thanks for reading ... 

 – Ernie Plummer 

 

 

Book Sale 
 
 For the first time, the book sale in August was held in the newly outfitted garage. Banks of overhead 
fluorescent light provided plenty of light and the new plastic folding tables – which replaced the older, much 
heavier metal tables – made set-up much easier. The sunny Saturday made it possible to put some tables outside, 
but even if we had been restricted to the confines of the garage, the available space was almost equal to that of 
the two parlors used previously. Set-up was accomplished with the help of Al Cook, Wayne Barter, Phil 
Tieman, Bruce Kirkham and Rod Spearin, who brought with him Erica and Rhett, two young visiting relatives 
from Texas. Rita Paré, Jeanne Davis and Kathy Kirkham manned the check-out table. At the end of the day, the 
sale raised more than $500 for the society. 

 

 

The 2013 Charles E. Nash Fund Appeal 

 The general operating budget provides the Collections Committee with funds for restoration, purchases, and 
supplies. The Charles E, Nash Fund is used to underwrite extraordinary demands in these areas. For example, 
this year we were able to restore a very rare original copy of the bird’s eye view of Togus; to acquire the carte 
de visite of Captain Samuel W. Lane and his wife, L’Nora Florentine Perry, featured in a recent article in the 
Current; and to provide new shelving for the earliest volumes of our newspaper collection, many of which date 
to the early 19th century.  
 Appeal letters will soon be in the mail. We hope this year your response will be as generous as in the past. 
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December Program: 

Captain Daniel Cony’s Random Thoughts and Recollections 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On December 18, 2013, at 6:30 p.m., at Augusta City Center, a presentation sponsored by the Collections 
Committee will be given by Ernie Plummer. It is titled Captain Daniel Cony’s Random Thoughts and 

Recollections and is based on a recently rediscovered series of twenty-six articles published in 1876-1877 in the 
Maine Farmer newspaper. In these articles, Captain Cony (1817-1888), the grandson of Judge Daniel Cony 
(1752-1842), reminisces about his life in Augusta and in the wider world, including San Francisco and Hawaii. 
Although there are many fascinating stories in his articles, the speaker will illustrate their nature through the 
stories of four people: Governor Enoch Lincoln, Charlotte Augusta Wood, Luther Severance and Captain Daniel 
Cony himself. 
 
 

In Praise of Volunteers –  
The Person Who Holds Our Building and Grounds Together 

 We have seen many significant improvements in the appearance of the first floor of the society’s home this 

past year or so, particularly the renovation of the first-floor foyer, parlors, and reading room. However, a 

number of other things have greatly improved but are not nearly so visible, including the cleanup of the 

basement, the upgrade of electricity in the basement and the first floor, the cleanup and rewiring of the garage, 

the cleaning and painting of the front porch, and the addition of plantings around the house. Several people have 

been involved in doing this, but we would like to highlight the role that Phyllis von Herrlich, our Building and 

Grounds Committee chairwoman, plays in making all this happen. 

 Phyllis has done an outstanding job of planning these projects, coordinating the hiring of people to execute 

them, getting volunteers to help, and often actually doing the work. Each year she puts together the budget for 

projects and carefully makes sure that we all adhere to that budget as we plan the execution of projects. At the 

same time Phyllis, is in regularly to help patrons with their research and to participate in projects such as the 

Kennebec Journal photo project, which ended this spring. Beyond that, Phyllis even can be seen each week 

collecting and delivering recyclables from our offices. 

 Phyllis is one of a core of people who are making it possible for the society to grow and to increase in 

stature; we all should stop and thank her for her efforts. 
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The Function of the Society’s Membership Committee 
 
 The mission of the membership committee could be stated simply as to recruit new members and maintain 
the ones we have. The challenge is to get the message of the society’s mission out to all those who would 
possibly be interested in being involved and to make sure the society is meeting the expectations of the 
membership. 
 A fundamental tool of any effective membership function is a process that can keep track of who belongs, 
how to contact them, and when their membership is up for renewal. We do that with a database that originated in 
the late 1990s and has since been upgraded to meet changing demands. Someone has to enter data regularly, and 
paper records need to be carefully maintained. 
 We also have to track when changes occur in members’ status. We have people keeping their eyes open for 
those changes and also regularly contact members and hope they tell us when changes occur. 
 The committee is also thinking about ways to increase our visibility in the Kennebec County community. 
We think part of that is to get visible support from businesses and are offering businesses that will help visibility 
in the community of our members through the newsletter and any means we can think of. So one additional goal 
we have identified is to get more business members. 
 We are also thinking about ways to make ourselves more visible though brochures, newspaper articles, 
publications, and even events like some of those we ran in the past, e.g., cemetery tours, house tours, etc. 
 So if you are interested in helping with this or have some ideas, don’t hesitate to contact us at 622-7718. 
 

 

Carriage House Sale in June was Successful  
 

 The carriage house sale was a big success! It was of course because of all the help and support from 
members and the community at large. 
 I want to thank especially those members who got up early and worked to price items for the sale. Thanks 
to: Rita Paré, Wayne Barter, Kathy and Bruce Kirkham, Anne Cough, Emily Schroeder, Gloria Anderson, Paul 
Riese, Sara Sawyer, and Phil Tiemann. 
 We couldn’t have done it without you! Thanks. 

 – Val Morin 

 
(The staff apologizes for having omitted this article from the July-August issue of the Kennebec Current.) 

 
 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Elaine Apostola, Hallowell – Life Member 

Dick and Joanne O’Connor, Edgecomb – Life 

Family Members 

Walter and Mary Moody, Hallowell 

Benjamin Doty, Madison 

Jonathon Hillier, North Monmouth 

Betsy Sawyer, Augusta  

 

Sponsoring Business Member 

Steven Weston, Fine Furniture Conservation, 

Winthrop, 395-4166 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

 Halcyon (Whitten) Roberts, 91, died September 10 at MaineGeneral Rehabilitation at Graybirch in 
Augusta. A former Central Maine Power Company accounting department supervisor, she was a member of 
CMP Old Timers, served as president of CMP Women's Club and held offices in CAMRA for several years 
after retirement. A longtime member of the Kennebec Historical Society, she also was a former historian of 
Fitzgerald-Cummings American Legion Auxiliary and was a member of the Friends of Fort Western. 
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The Collections Box 
 
 We have recently added some interesting items to our collections through donation and purchase. Here are 
some examples. 
 Images included stereoviews of Old Fort Halifax, Melville Weston Fuller swearing in President William 
McKinley, and the Unitarian Church in Augusta. Among the nineteenth-century photo subjects were Salvation 
Army Captain I. J. Estes, of Hallowell; Hiram Griffin and Al Kilgore, of Augusta; and Dr. Giddings, of 
Gardiner. Documenting the activity and location of various area photographers were photos of a number of 
unknown persons by Hendee, of Augusta; fourteen images of unknown people by Ayres and Ayres and Kimball, 
of Augusta; and an unknown woman by Morse, of Hallowell. An unusual large 1899 graduation photo recorded 
three girls posed in front of the Gardiner High School stage. Most recently, we acquired a photo of the Gardiner 
Elementary School orchestra, circa 1940, standing with the teacher and instruments in front of the school. 
 We also added several letters to our holdings: Stephen Weber, of Gardiner, to Levi Bradley, of Bangor, 
concerning a lumber contract; George W. Scales, of North Wayne, to Nathaniel Blaisdell, of East Dixfield, 
concerning boxes; Sylvester Judd to Miss S. T. Townsend about a job at Cony Female Institute; S. J. Milliken to 
Frank P. Pearsall concerning North’s History of Augusta;  A. J. White, of Gardiner, to Captain Stephen Stewart, 
of Richmond, requesting passage to New Orleans; F. O Theobald, of  Gardiner, to William R. Smith, of 
Augusta, concerning duplicate minutes of a session; S. Hale and Company, of West Waterville (now Oakland), 
to Shepherd Carey, of Houlton, about the sale of scythes; and letters to Allen Lambard in San Francisco from his 
wife and daughter in Augusta. 
 Augusta was a center of magazine publication in the nineteenth century. The copies of Augusta magazines 
we added illustrate the extent and variety: Good Stories, Happy Hours, American Woman, Fireside Gem, The 
Fireside Library, Best Stories, Peoples Literary Companion, and American Needlewoman,    
 Additions to our collection of Kennebec County newspapers included copies of The Age, The Maine 
Farmer, The Christian Intelligencer and Eastern Chronicle, The Waterville Mail, The American Nation of 
Waterville, the Tri-weekly Journal of Augusta, and the Gardiner Home Journal. 
 We thank those whose generosity made these additions possible, either though the gift of the item or the 
funds which made the purchase possible. 

For the Collections Committee  
– Bruce Kirkham 

 
 

 

It’s Almost Tea Time! 
 

 This year’s Victorian Tea will be held on Sunday, December 15, from 2 to 4 p.m. at our lovely home, 107 
Winthrop Street.  Mark your calendars and warm up your ovens.  Please join us for some good old-fashioned 
holiday cheer! 
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Do you know the identity of this man? 
 

 The Kennebec Historical Society acquired a number of artifacts 
from the North and Harris families of Augusta when the contents of 
the June Harris home at 99 Winthrop Street were auctioned in 1994, 
including the James William North papers. Included was a painting of 
an unidentified man by Fred G. Quimby (1863-1923). Quimby worked 
for Sprague and Hathaway Portrait Studios of West Somerville, 
Massachusetts, from about 1888 to 1908.  A photo of that portrait 
accompanies this article.  Unfortunately, the identity of the man who 
sat for this portrait remains unknown to us, and we would like to make 
a positive identification. 
 One person we are considering is Dr. James William North Jr. 
(1838-1905), the son of the historian who wrote the 1870 History of 

Augusta. We know his daughter, Martha J. North (1867-1939), 
married William H. Harris (1861-1934), whose portrait accompanied 
the mystery portrait in this acquisition.   Unfortunately, although we 
have a portrait of Dr. North at the time of his graduation from 

Bowdoin in 1860, we do not have a picture of him near the likely date of this painting.  If you know of the 
location of a photograph of Dr. James W. North Jr. or have any idea who is depicted in this portrait please 
contact the society at khs@gwi.net or (207) 622-7718.  Thanks. 
 

 

Colby Cares, Once Again 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Thirty-six Colby College students came to the society’s home on August 29 to lend a hand. With the help of 
Al Cook, Phyllis vonHerrlich and Ernie Plummer as supervisors, they worked on cleaning up the outside of the 
house and building and installing new shelving for our newspaper collection. It was a bit of a lightning strike, 
since it lasted but one and a half hours, but a lot got done. As always, we are grateful for the students help and 
enjoy their visits in the spring and fall. 
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Androscoggin & Kennebec Railway No. 120. 
Type of car used on runs through Augusta. 

E. Walker Photo 

 

 

Another Reader Responds 
 
Dear Ms. Joy, 
 Enclosed is a short treatise on trolley cars in Augusta.  One of my reasons for writing it was to preserve my 
memories before I get too old to remember. 
 As someone who grew up in Augusta, I am pleased to read about the activities of the Kennebec Historical 
Society. It is nice to see that the history of Augusta and surrounding towns is being preserved. 

  Sincerely, 
  Ellis E. Walker (A Senior Member of KHS) 

 

Trolley Car Days in Augusta 
 
 Not many of us are left who remember when trolley cars ran up and down Water Street in Augusta. The last car 
ran in June 1932. I was at the tender age of seven when that happened, but I still have memories of the cars. Augusta 
was on the line of the Androscoggin and Kennebec Railway that ran from Lewiston to Waterville via Gardiner and 
Augusta. Service was provided by cars similar to the one shown here. Incidentally, this photo was taken at Mechanic 
Falls on April 19, 1938, at the start of the very first trolley fan trip in the state of Maine, but that is another story. 
 Frequency of service was a car every two hours between Lewiston and Waterville, except between Augusta and 
Gardiner, where it was every half hour. There were two branches at Augusta – one went to Togus, and the other went 
out Western Avenue to Winthrop. They each had hourly service. 
 The ride I liked best was going out to my uncle’s camp on Webber Pond, which was on the line to Waterville. 
Starting at the waiting room on Water Street, the car went down Water Street to Bridge Street, where it turned and 
crossed the Kennebec River on the highway bridge. After climbing Cony Hill, the car turned up Bangor Street to 
Riverside Drive. It ran alongside the road for four or five miles to a point called Bangor Road Station, where it turned 
right and went off through fields and woods on a private right-of-way until it came to a place called Gardiner’s 
Crossing. Here there was a turnout that we took to meet the car coming down from Waterville. 
 After the Waterville car had arrived and taken the other track and the motormen had exchanged pleasantries, it 
continued on to Augusta and Lewiston, and we continued in the direction of Waterville. At Webber Pond the trolley 
tracks crossed the entrance road to the cabin colony. At this point there was a platform and a shelter for people 
waiting to board the cars. Nearby stood a brick substation that fed electricity to the trolley wire. 
 One incident that I recall was when a cow escaped from a nearby farm and got on the tracks just as a car came by. 
The cow came out second-best. The car was not damaged, but it was derailed and service was held up until a track 
crew came out from Augusta and put it back on the tracks. 
 The trolleys also handled freight and express. It was carried in motorized freight cars. There was a freight house 
part way up Sand Hill next to the Edwards Mill. One of their major customers was the Edwards Mill, which sent its 
cloth to the bleachery in Lewiston, which had a sidetrack off the trolley line. 
 After abandonment, the service between Augusta and Gardiner was taken over by buses of the Maine Central 
Transportation Company, a subsidiary of the Maine Central Railroad. Today there has been a move back to trolley 
cars in several cities in the United States, where they are now called light rail vehicles; but I doubt they will ever 
make it back to Water Street in Augusta. 

   
  – Ellis E. Walker 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code: _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business ______________________________________  

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___    __________________________  
 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  
  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___  Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 
  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___  __________________________  
  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 
  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75  _________________________   
  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125 ___________________________  
  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___  _________________________________  
      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received: ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; other times by appointment 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


