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KHS Board of Directors 
 

President/Archivist 

  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President/Librarian 

  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  Anne Cough 
  Nelson Leavitt 
  Kent London 
  Roger Pomerleau 
  Phyllis vonHerrlich 
  Stephen Weston 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 
 John Finnegan 
 Thomas Johnson  
 Mark Johnston 
 Sally Joy/newsletter  
     editor 
 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 
   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 
 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 
 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  

 394 on August 9 

 Life members: 159 

 

 

September Program 

“Tool Industries in Oakland, Maine, A Cutting Edge” 
 

 Howard Hardy will speak on September 17 about events that made Oakland famous in 
the axe industry. His presentation will include video taken in one of the axe factories 50 years 
ago. He will give a brief history of the most important companies and show examples of tools 
and their purposes, and include examples of several historically significant items 
manufactured in Oakland. Mr. Hardy will show how the factories fit in the community and 
developed other local industries, and then will explain their decline and fall.  
 Mr. Hardy started collecting about 20 years ago after being introduced to an axe that 
was marked “Oakland, Maine.” He went to libraries and museums to find information on the 
subject but didn’t find the information he wanted, so he decided to do his own research to 
answer his questions. One question would lead to ten questions, and soon there were 
hundreds of questions, but he kept digging for more information. Mr. Hardy has an 
appreciation for the business end of these lost companies. He says he found it surprising how 
little is known in this state about such businesses, given that in the rest of the country, there is 
a great deal of interest about them.  
 The program will take place at 6:30 p.m. at Augusta City Center, 16 Cony Street, in 
Augusta. 

 

Board Votes to Reduce Reading Room Hours 

         Starting September 2014, the reading room will be open regularly only during the 
following days and times: 

Fall: September 1-November 30 – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Wednesdays 
Winter: December 1- February 28 – Closed 
Spring: March 1- May 31 - 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Wednesdays 
Summer: June 1-August 31 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

 During the fall, winter, and spring, researchers can schedule appointments by calling 
(207) 622-7718 or e-mailing khs@gwi.net. 
 This change has been necessitated by the fact that no new volunteers have stepped 
forward to become reference librarians/archivists. The result is that the three people who 
have been doing this find themselves alone when researchers arrive and are unable to provide 
adequate service. A major part of the board’s decision hinged on the issues of safety and 
security when a person is alone. 
 Several alternate strategies were considered and may yet be followed if resources, 
volunteer or financial, can be identified. If you are interested in helping, please call society 
headquarters at 622-7718 and leave a message for call-back if no one is there. 
 

–  KHS Board of Directors 
 

Book Sale Thank You 
 

 The August 9 book sale added a modest sum to the society’s coffers. Thanks to 

Richard Bridges, Al Cook, Alex Hastings, Sally Joy, Kathy Kirkham, Heide Munro, Joe 

Owen, Rod Spearin, Phil Tiemann, and Harvey Versteeg for their assistance. 
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President’s Message – Let’s all Participate 

 The Moira H. Fuller Annual Fund campaign motto is: “Preserving the county’s heritage together.” We have 
all joined this society for just the purpose it states: preserving our county’s heritage. To me, however, the key 
word in this motto is together. It’s why we formed a society, because it’s really hard to do this alone. Now it’s 
time for all of us to focus on that word to get the job done. 
 In late June, all members of the society received a request in the mail. It’s kind of a selfie letter, since as a 
member of the society, that society, you, is reminding you it’s time to make a contribution to achieve your 
goal. 
 Your decision to purchase 107 Winthrop Street has greatly enhanced your ability to deliver preservation of 
the county’s history. It has made your society a more significant and trusted member of the historical 
community, a fact that is seen in increased donations to the archive and increased use of the archive both from 
within your county and from members and other researchers all over the United States. 
 With that success has come a greater cost; the cost of maintaining the building, an increased administrative 
load, and the actual cost of maintaining a safe environment for our historical treasure. You have succeeded in 
meeting that cost each year, and I am sure you can do it again this year. 
 My greatest hope is that all of us will contribute to this effort. Please consider giving as your part in this 
goal. You don’t have to give a lot, just give; five dollars a year or five dollars a month, both help you achieve 
the goal. I know we have to meet our expenses but I, personally, would rather see everyone contribute than 
make a big deal out of how much each contributes. If you do that, I’m sure we’ll make it and our society will 
be stronger. At this moment only 13% of us have sent a donation to help; can we strive for 100%?  Dig that 
selfie letter out of the recycle bin and send a check or pay a visit to the society and leave a cash donation. Give 
what you can, but please give so we can reach our goal together. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

2014 Student Intern Program brings a new face to KHS 

 Alexandra “Alex” Hastings joined KHS this summer as a student intern. She 
has just completed her sophomore year at Barnard College of Columbia University as 
a history major. She brought enthusiasm for history and excellent skills with her, 
making her a significant contributor in the five weeks she was with us. Our major 
focus this summer has been to get as much of our collections backlog cataloged as 
possible. Because of Alex’s motivation and interest, we were able to get a big chunk 
completed. 
 You will also see a new face on Thursday afternoon as Nina Osier has joined 

us on the same project. She too has made a great contribution to this project. 

 Our collection is always growing, a very positive thing, and we are always 

working to keep the backlog at bay so that all of the collection will be accessible to 

researchers. Next year we will hopefully be employing two student interns in this 

project, as we have for the last two years. If you know of students who will be 

interested in employment next summer, please pass this possibility along to them so that they might learn more 

about Kennebec County history while also learning about archival sciences. Our general offering is a paid ten-

week internship working 12 hours per week, but we can make arrangements to meet an intern’s needs. 

 

Some Thoughts About History 

G. R. Elton – “[W]hat we call history is the mess we call life reduced to some order, pattern, and possibly 

purpose.” 

 

L. P. Hartley – “The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.” 
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October Program 

 “The Reverend Jacob Bailey: Maine Loyalist and the Search for Status” 
 

 James S. Leamon, the presenter of our October program, will speak on 
the life of Jacob Bailey, providing a study of social mobility in eighteenth- 
century America. Bailey was born and grew up in very humble circumstances 
in the town of Rowley, Province of Massachusetts Bay. Despite his poverty, he 
found the means to acquire a college education, to join the ranks of the 
educated elite, first as a school teacher, then as a Congregational minister, to 
marry well, and then to become an Anglican minister in the new town of 
Pownalborough, now Dresden, Maine. Among Bailey’s most important patrons 
was Dr. Silvester Gardiner who founded the nearby community that carries his 
name and established its Anglican (Episcopal) Church. However, with the 
Revolution, the protection and patronage of Gardiner and the Anglican Church 
collapsed. Convinced the Revolution would fail, Bailey led his family into 
what he expected would be temporary exile in Nova Scotia; there, in Annapolis 
Royal, he died in 1808. 
 James S. Leamon, a native of Massachusetts, graduated from Bates College, received a doctorate in 
American colonial history from Brown University, and returned to Bates to teach courses in early American 
history and in historical archaeology until his retirement in 2000. He has written articles, contributed chapters, 
and co-edited several books on early Maine history. His book Revolution Downeast was published by the 
University of Massachusetts Press in 1993. The same press in 2012 published Leamon’s The Reverend Jacob 

Bailey, Maine Loyalist, copies of which will be available after the talk for $25 each. 
 The program will take place on Thursday, October 16, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. at Christ Church, 2 Dresden 
Avenue, in Gardiner. 
     
 

Vassalboro Historical Society Announces Vassalboro Days 

Saturday, September 6 – 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; and Sunday, September 7 – 1-4 p.m. 
Tours: Museum, 327 Main Street, East Vassalboro; Blacksmith Shop and Harness Shops, 360 Main Street,  
East Vassalboro 
Yard Sale: Saturday, September 6 – 8 a.m.–3 p.m., 359 Main Street, East Vassalboro. 

–  Kent London 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

 Katy Perry, 93, of Hallowell, longtime life member of the Kennebec Historical Society and a KHS 
Advisory Committee member, died July 26. Mrs. Perry, a Millinocket native, also had lived in Milo, Whitefield, 
Pittston, and Togus. She was well-known as a patron of the arts in the capital area, particularly the Augusta 
Symphony Orchestra. Mrs. Perry was the author of several books, and was a former teacher, farmer, radio 
interviewer, cable TV talk show host, newspaper columnist, folk art store co-owner, art collector, and publicist, 
as well as a Peace Corps volunteer in the Central American nation of Belize. As much as she was a community 
fixture in the Kennebec Valley, she also spent many summers at a family cottage on Prince Edward Island. In 
2007, at the age of 86, she hosted a “pre-demise party,” featuring an orchestra and a performance by a local 
humorist, so she could socialize with the people who would be likely to show up at her funeral. She and her late 
husband, Bernard Perry, are survived by four sons and ten grandchildren.  Mrs. Perry was a frequent KHS 
volunteer and contributor to society fundraising campaigns. 
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James Concannon 

 Recently, Maine Public Broadcasting Network television aired a documentary on James Concannon and his 

remarkable journey to the United States from the Aran Islands in Ireland shortly after the American Civil War. 

The filmmakers were proud of their subject, who in 1883 founded in Livermore, California, the Concannon 

Vineyard. The Concannon name became symbolic of Irish success in America. In fact, in the 1984 presidential 

visit to Ireland of Ronald Reagan, the president brought a gift of Concannon Petite Syrah. 

 The film, surprisingly, also remarked on James Concannon’s stay in Augusta before leaving for the West 

Coast.  

 In the archives of Kennebec Historical Society, there is reference to a namesake James H. Concannon, who 

was a cousin, but there was no information about the founder of the world-famous Concannon wines. That 

lacuna has now been filled by a June 2014 gift to the Kennebec Historical Society from James Concannon’s 

grandson, a book titled Concannon: The First One Hundred and Twenty-Five Years, in which the biography is 

set out. 

 What is related is that at the age of 18, James, who spoke no English, only Irish, left his home on an Aran 

Island off the west coast of Ireland and immigrated to the United States, arriving by boat from Liverpool on 

July 4, 1865, on a passage paid for by his Augusta uncle, Peador Concannon. James lived just over a year in 

Boston, working for the Singer Sewing Company, before moving to Maine. 

 In Augusta, James became a bellhop at the Mansion House, a hotel and tavern built in 1802 and located 

across from the Kennebec County jail, at State and Court Streets. After a few years, he had worked his way up 

to become the hotel’s manager. In fact, he had considered buying into the ownership of the hotel and, 

fortunately for him, he did not, as the hotel burned down in a spectacular blaze in the summer of 1878. 

 It was in Kennebec County Superior Court, on December 7, 1870, that James was admitted and declared a 

citizen of the United States after he had renounced all allegiance and fidelity to Victoria, queen of Great Britain 

and Ireland. It was also here that he met a girl from Kilkenney, Ellen Mary Rowe, whom he married in St. 

Mary’s Church on November 25, 1874, with the Rev. Eugene O’Callaghan, pastor, as celebrant. Augusta city 

records also note the marriage of James Concannon, of Waterville, and Ellen M. Rowe. After the birth of their 

child Mary Ellen Concannon (who later became assistant director of the Junior Red Cross), the family left 

Kennebec County, and, after a visit home to Ireland, they relocated on the West Coast of America. 

 From that time forward, James and his family lived in the West, where he engaged initially in the selling of 

books and rubber stamps up and down the Pacific coast. Travel, however, was hard on him and his growing 

family (eventually he was the father of ten children). A friend, the first archbishop of San Francisco, urged him 

to plant a vineyard to produce sacramental wine for the fast growing diocese. James located acreage in 

Livermore, California, that had a terroir similar to that of the Graves district in Bordeaux, France, and he started 

cultivation in 1883. The company, which was still in family hands until the 1980s, flourished so much that it is 

now the second-largest wine producer in Livermore Valley. It has been in constant production and survived 

Prohibition because it made sacramental wine sold to the Catholic and Lutheran churches. 

 James Concannon maintained Maine ties. He obtained a letter of recommendation for his selling 

sacramental wine from Father O’Callaghan, who wrote that he had known James Concannon for more than 20 

years and that Concannon was a good Catholic (that letter is on display at the winery in Livermore). Also, since 

1875 Concannon had owned land on High Street in Waterville. In the panic of 1893 he was in Waterville, 

selling the land, which he had purchased at $600, for $650. 

  James Concannon died at age 64 in 1911 after an adventurous life, including the chapter set in Kennebec 

County. 

   – Joseph O’Donnell 

   



July-August 2014  Page 5 
 

The Collections Box 

 The society’s collection of more than 474 Kennebec County high school and college yearbooks is probably 
the largest in the state. Some issues are almost 100 years old. 
 Unlike today’s photo-filled, hardbound volumes of glossy paper, many early yearbooks were simply the 
spring issue of the school’s literary magazine. Such was the case with the earliest issues of Augusta’s Cony 
High School Conaid; it was number four of the annual volume of the Cony Cue. It sometimes contained pictures 
of the seniors, but more often the earliest numbers simply had a list of names followed by poetry, prose, and 
essays written by seniors. And as late as the 1950s, some schools published softbound stapled or tape-bound 
yearbooks. 
  Over the years, our volumes have provided a variety of information for patrons. Sometimes the request is 
simply for the forgotten name of a classmate. Other times, the request is either for the high school photo of a 
parent or grandparent, or curiosity about the family member’s high school activity. Did he play any sports? Was 
she in the choir? 
 Occasionally it’s something more personal. Several years ago a woman asked to see a yearbook from the 
1950s. She sat down, and as she turned the pages, she began to cry. When I asked her if she was all right, she 
responded that when she was in high school, she had family responsibilities both before and after school. She 
had arrived just before school began and left as soon as classes were over. Reading the yearbook, she was 
learning how much of high school she had missed.  
 Although our collection of yearbooks is extensive, it is not complete. We would gladly accept volumes for 
any missing years. 

For the Collections Committee  
– Bruce Kirkham 

 

 

KHS Purchases 24 Gardiner High School Yearbooks 

 For many years the society has had a goal of collecting a copy of every yearbook from every school in 
Kennebec County. We have done very well, but still have many holes in our collection. 
 This month, that changed dramatically with regard to Gardiner Area High School’s Quill yearbook. Anne 
Cough was able to help KHS purchase 24 yearbooks offered by Gardiner Area High School. 
 As a result, we now have 63 Quill yearbooks out of the 93 published from 1919 to 2012. The missing 
yearbooks are: 1920-1932, 1950, 1956, 1972-1979, 1980, 1982, 1988, 1990-1992, 1994, 1999. 
 If you are willing to donate or sell a copy of these missing editions, we would greatly appreciate it. 
 For that matter, the donation of yearbooks is always appreciated; they are very popular with our reading 
room researchers. 

 

 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Tom and Jane Warren – Augusta, ME 
Bernard Fishman – Gardiner, ME 
Don and Lynn Sweeney – Manchester, ME 
Ken and Mary Barnard – Augusta, ME 
Karen Wilcox and Jon LaRochelle – Augusta, ME 
Nina M. Osier – Augusta, ME 

 Marjorie H. Black – Skowhegan, ME 
John C. Chadbourne – Rochester, NY 
Rich Garant – Bangor, ME 
Steven Smith – Mendon, UT 
Rev. Kristin White – Augusta, ME 
 

and continues to recognize our 

Sustaining Business Member 
Kennebec Savings Bank 

and 

Sponsoring Business Members 

Stephen Weston, Fine Furniture Conservation, Winthrop 
Pine Tree Trading Company, Distributor, Gardiner 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 
Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  
 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  
  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 
  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  
  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 
  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   
  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  
  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  
      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Regular Hours: Sept 1-Nov 30, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Wednesday; Dec 1-Feb 28, by appointment only 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


