
Sergeant Behr in front of the department’s photo collection. 
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KHS Board of Directors 
 

President/Archivist 

  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President/Librarian 

  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  Anne Cough 
  Benjamin Doty 
  Jonathan Hillier 
  Kent London 
  Roger Pomerleau 
  Betsy Sawyer 
  Phyllis vonHerrlich 
  Stephen Weston 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 
 John Finnegan 
 Thomas Johnson  
 Mark Johnston 
 Sally Joy/newsletter  
     editor 
 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 
   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 
 Katy Perry 
 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 
 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  

 391 on April 9 

 Life members: 158 

 

 

May Program 

“The History of the Augusta Police” 
 
 The speaker for our May program will be Sergeant Christian Behr, of the Augusta 
Police Department who will report on the history of the department. He had a distinguished 
career in the Maine Army National Guard from 1985 to 2012, including deployment to Iraq. 
He joined the police department in 1995, where he has served exclusively in the patrol 
division. The recipient of the department’s Medal of Merit, Behr is currently in charge of the 
Police Training Program and the Honor Guard, among other responsibilities, while at work 
on the history. 
 In the past two years, he has spent many hours in libraries and historical societies 
trying to discover the origin of the department and its growth over its 164-year history. At 
present, his work is focusing on the period 1800 to the present, but most challenging is 
discovering how law and order was handled in the 1800-1850 period, prior to the founding of 
the department. 
 The meeting will be on Wednesday, May 21, at the Augusta City Center, 16 Cony 
Street, in Augusta, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Spring Cleaning 

 Time to tidy up. The Carriage House Sale is coming up in June. Bring in your toys, 
tables, trinkets, pots and pans – anything except clothes – Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, 
between 10 p.m. and 2 p.m. If you need help, call 622-7718 or email at KHS@gwi.net. 
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President’s Message – Report from the Board 

 At the April Board Meeting, the Building and Grounds Committee recommended that an ad-hoc committee 
be formed to develop a long-range site plan for the society. The idea for this committee came from member 
Stephen Weston and was based on the observation that when we are currently faced with questions about how 
we will use the house and property at 107 Winthrop Street, we generally are making decisions in an off handed 
manner based on some vague vision of the future. Some wise person once said “a failure to plan is a plan to fail” 
and this may well apply here. So what was suggested was a committee of about five people who would address 
fundamental questions such as what era we should preserve for the appearance of the house. Should it be the 
1830s, when it was built; the late Victorian era; the 1930s, when it was extensively remodeled; or the 
appearance it now has, which reflects changes made by the American Baptist Churches of Maine after its 
purchase in 1955? The work of this committee will start in April and end in August. 
 The second critical issue facing the board is identifying individuals to run for election as president, vice 
president, and treasurer of the society starting in 2015. The current occupants of these positions have expressed 
their desire and intention to return to their former activities with the society and let others take these leadership 
roles. This led the board to suggest the formation of a search committee now rather than wait until October when 
the bylaws call for nominations for the next year. Right now the board will be seeking three members to serve 
on a search committee who can help us find people who will provide leadership into the future. The work of this 
committee will end in October when nominations are made. 
 We would like all of you to consider volunteering for one of these two committees. They are critical to the 
future of the society. Call me at the society, (207) 622-7718, or e-mail me at khs@gwi.net if you are interested 
or have questions. 
 On a totally different note, as you probably realize, the majority of visits and queries to the KHS archive 
relate to family history or the history of a house. For Augusta, we can address the latter question with the 1938 
tax photos and the Augusta Architectural Survey of the 1990s. For other areas of Kennebec County and for time 
periods outside of the scope of these two Augusta projects, we have a few pictures, but not nearly as many as 
would form a house’s history. I was recently wondering how many people have photos of Kennebec County in 
their possession and whether they would be willing to share them with the community through the KHS archive. 
Our main criteria are a rough idea of where the picture was taken and a date. If you have such pictures and 
would be willing to donate them or allow us to scan them, it would be great. Drop by the society or give us a 
call. 
 Thanks for reading. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

A Bylaw Change 

 In an attempt to avoid bad weather and to encourage more member participation, the board has decided to 

move the annual meeting for 2015 and thereafter, from January to September. In order to do this, we must 

amend the bylaws. We have therefore scheduled a brief special meeting of the society membership at 6 p.m. on 

July 16, 2014, before the July monthly program.   

The amendments approved by the board on April 9, 2014, that we will vote on at that time, read as follows: 

Amend Article III, Section 1, A. to read “The annual meeting of the Society shall be held in 
September.” 

Amend Article IV, Section 1. to read “At the regular meeting of the Board of Directors in June, a 
Nominating Committee of not fewer than three members shall be appointed by the President. It shall 
be the duty of this committee to nominate candidates for the offices to be filled at the annual meeting 
in September. The Nominating Committee shall report at the regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors in August. Additional nominations from the floor shall be permitted at the annual meeting 
in September.” 

 We urge all members to plan to attend and vote. 

  



March-April 2014  Page 3 
 

 

June Program 

“Shipbuilding on the Kennebec.” 

 Nathan R. Lipfert, senior curator at the Maine Maritime Museum, 
will present the society’s June program: “Shipbuilding on the Kennebec.” 
Mr. Lipfert has been at the museum since 1971 and has served in a variety 
of curatorial capacities 
 More than 5,000 vessels have been built along the Kennebec, 64 in 
Augusta. During the heyday of wooden ships, no state built as many vessels 
as Maine and no district built more ships than the Kennebec. They were 
built for use on the river itself, for coastal voyages, for fishing, for deep-
water merchant voyages, and for the Navy. Kennebeckers traveled all over 
the world in these ships and earned a reputation as skillful mariners 
everywhere they went.  
 The talk will take place on Wednesday, June 18, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Christ Episcopal Church in Gardiner. 

 
 

 

Love Reading About History? Join the Club! 

The historical society cordially invites you to share your love of good Maine history books with like-minded 

individuals. We hope to meet once a month, on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, and discuss a book we have all 

read the month before. Titles should cover regional or state history, be either fairly new or considered a classic. 

Participants are free to purchase or borrow through their local libraries. Let's aim to meet in June and decide 

what we're going to read first. Those who are interested are encouraged to contact Emily Schroeder via e-mail 

at: buffywg@yahoo.com, or call the Maine State Library, 287-5600. Thanks so much! 

 

 
 

Book Sale 
 
 The annual book sale will be held on August 9 this year from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Books are welcome anytime. 
Bring them along with your Carriage House Sale donations. We’ll do the separating. But remember, no National 
Geographics or other magazines, no textbooks, and no computer books. 
 
 
 
 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Member 

Leonard Moreau, Litchfield 
 

and continues to recognize our 

Sponsoring Business Members 

Stephen Weston, Fine Furniture Conservation, Winthrop 
Pine Tree Trading Company, Distributor, Gardiner 
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Building & Grounds Committee Update: Wiring and Front Step Handrails 

 In February, the last phase of upgrading the wiring in the Kennebec Historical Society’s headquarters was 
carried out. Wiring on the second and third floors was replaced, along with the outlets and switches; 220-volt 
lines were added on both levels to give us options for cooling; and super-efficient LED light fixtures were 
installed. This is the last phase of wiring upgrades for our historic building. We are exploring heating and 
cooling options for the third floor, which is now being used for storage of specific pieces in the collection. 
Insulation will be added in the near future as we prepare for summer heat. This work has been on the “to do” list 
for some time, and it is wonderful to finally get it done. Reitze Electric of Augusta very ably carried out the task, 
accommodating the furniture shuffling and light-fixture delivery schedule with grace. Administrative assistant 
Scott Wood has submitted our application to Efficiency Maine for reimbursement for the allowed portion of 
costs for installing high efficiency light fixtures. Great work all around! 
 Another item on the “to do” list has also been completed: installation of handrails on both sides of the front 
steps. Don Dufour of Dufour’s Welding & Mechanical Service of Augusta designed, created, and installed 
appropriate iron handrails for the granite steps at the front entrance. A durable black finish was added to protect 
the metal from the elements. These attractive and sturdy handrails will make getting into society headquarters 
easier and more visually attractive for all. 
 

 

Spaulding Family Saga Revealed in Letters 

 While sorting through the papers of Kennebec Historical Society founder Charles Nash, I found letters with 
seemingly no connection to Nash that had been tucked away with his material. The letters cast one into the midst 
of a family drama: Charles Spaulding, just 18 at the time the first letter was sent (1834) is away from home and 
trying to make his fortune in the world by going to sea. He has been successful at finding work, but has also had 
his share of failures — evidently failing to secure a place at the U.S. Naval Academy at one point, and at another 
being robbed. It is these failures that landed Charles in New Bedford, Massachusetts, with little money and few 
options. 
 There could not have been a greater contrast between Charles and his brothers Harlow and Calvin, who 
were older than Charles by 12 and 17 years, respectively. Both Harlow and Calvin ran successful bookstores, 
both had run newspapers, and both were deeply rooted in Kennebec County. Harlow was part of Augusta’s 
social scene, one of, to quote Captain Daniel Cony, “a coterie of fashionable young men” who regularly hosted 
parties. Calvin was a family man, living with a wife and a growing number of children. 
 Charles did not want this kind of life — this is evident from the letters. In one, dated September 1, 1835, 
Harlow offers Charles a position as a shopkeeper, and even the money required to come home and take up the 
offer. The next letter we have from Charles comes 22 months later, after he has disembarked from the whaling 
ship Jasper. It is an eloquent sign that Charles declined the offer. Whether it was out of a serious desire to make 
his life out on the sea, or a sheer stubborn refusal to owe his brothers any gratitude, though, is hard to say. 
 What can be said is that Charles’ luck did not improve after he became a sailor: A little over a year after 
returning from his first voyage on the Jasper, he was dead. He died “at sea,” as A Genealogical History of 

Edward Spalding puts it, in October 1838. He was 23. 
 It would be a good idea, at this point, to look closer at Harlow, who, it turns out, was not as straight-laced as 
he appears in the letters. He never followed his brother Calvin into marriage and family life. Harlow’s love life, 
instead, was tainted by scandal. In 1836 newspaper accounts of the murdered prostitute Helen Jewett — who 
had been raised in Augusta by the Weston family before moving to New York — Harlow is fingered as having 
corrupted her morals. 
 A few years later, Harlow left Augusta, never to return. It could have been the gossip that propelled him. 
But it is worth noting that the last records we have of him in Augusta are from 1837. After that, Harlow shows 
up as the acting naval storekeeper at an American naval base in Spezia, Italy, from 1847 to 1851. He is then seen 
living at the Navy yard in Brooklyn, unmarried, in 1872. While it is not clear exactly what led Harlow to this 
roaming, nautical lifestyle, it is interesting to note that, when Charles died, Harlow gave up the sort of settled 
life enjoyed by Calvin and opted for the sort of unmoored life centered around the sea that Charles was 
attempting to pursue. 
    – Benjamin Doty 

  Researcher & Board Member 
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The Collections Box 

 We recently acquired a letter written on the stationery of Sabattis Lodge, No. 6, International Order of Odd 
Fellows in Augusta by William R. Smith, April 17, 1849, to Allen Haines, of Portland, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of the Order. In it Smith reports that at the meeting of the lodge the previous night, the bylaws were amended 
to include the provision that a certificate attesting to a member’s sickness “be presented to the Visiting Committee of 
the Lodge as soon as practicable after the occurrence of said sickness.”  
 The 19th century saw the growth of fraternal and benevolent societies, which, in addition to acting for the benefit 
of their members and society at large, created a network that enabled young men to establish both social and business 
connections. In addition to the long-established Masonic lodges and the YMCA, at various times Augusta supported 
the Franklin Division of the Sons of Temperance, the International Order of Good Templars, the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, the International Order of Red Men, the Knights of Honor, the Knights of Labor, the Knights of 
Pythias, the Order of the Iron Hall, the Patrons of Husbandry, the Royal Arcanum, the United Order of the Golden 
Cross, and the International Order of Odd Fellows.  
 Born in Wiscasset on February 24, 1813, William Robinson Smith apprenticed to John Dorr, publisher of the 
Lincoln Intelligencer at Bangor. He soon gained the distinction of being the fastest typesetter in the state of Maine. 
Sometime before 1834, while stopping in Augusta on his way to New York, he was offered a job by Ira Berry of The 
Age, the Democratic rival of the Kennebec Journal, a Republican newspaper. In 1835, Smith and George Robinson 
bought the paper; both were 22.  When Robinson died in February 1840, Smith was joined by George Melville 
Weston, third son of Judge Nathan Weston.  In August 1844, Smith and Weston sold the paper.  
 Smith was appointed registrar of probate in 1850, but left that office in 1854 when he was elected cashier of the 
newly organized First National Bank of Augusta, a post he held until 1868. He was one of the incorporators of the 
Augusta Savings Bank in 1848 and served as treasurer, a position he held until April 1890.  
 Smith was one of the prime movers in the organization of the Village School District in 1835, was clerk of the 
district until 1845, and served on the board as a director until 1890. From 1851 to 1890 he was a trustee of the Cony 
Female Academy, and for many years the treasurer of Lithgow Public Library and the Howard Benevolent Union. 
Smith died January 12, 1891. In recognition of his service to education in Augusta, the William R. Smith Grammar 
School at Bridge and State streets was named in his honor. 

 
For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 
 

A related correction to our January-February issue 

 

A letter from Ellis Walker on page 7 included this comment: “By the way, I think that Joe Owen’s father and I were 
classmates in the old Smith Grammar School, which stood on the corner of State and Bridge streets.” In our response 
we included this paragraph: “Also, Joe Owen, author of the article in the November-December 2013 issue mentioned 
by Mr. Walker in the letter above, reports that his father, Joseph Owen Sr. (1923-2009), did indeed attend Smith 
Grammar School, from the late 1920s to the mid-1930s.” 
 
Unfortunately, in the print version, the last line, showing the dates, was inadvertently omitted. It was corrected in the 
online version. We apologize to our readers who got their copies in the mail, and are grateful to our Collections 
Committee chairman for this article, which includes information about the man for whom the school was named. 

 
 

Society Upgrades its Computers and Software 

The society has been working with outdated computers, software, and operating systems for quite a while. Over 

the past two years, we have budgeted to provide resources to replace several of our computers and now have 

completed an upgrade of these (five in all) to the Windows 7 or in one case, a laptop, to the Windows 8.1 operating 

system. Three computers remain still operating Windows XP, but we believe this is a stable situation for the next 

year. 

For all the upgraded computers, we were able to obtain help with the cost of the Microsoft Office 2013 Suite 

from Tech Soup through the Microsoft Donation to Non-profits program. Coupled with our recent upgrade of our 

QuickBooks software from 2008 to 2014 versions, we are now in very good standing for at least the next few years; 

but, of course, technology never stands still. 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 
Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  
 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  
  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 
  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  
  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 
  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   
  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  
  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  
      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; other times by appointment 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


