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KHS Board of Directors 
 

President/Archivist 

  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President/Librarian 

  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  Anne Cough 

  Benjamin Doty 

  Jonathan Hillier 

  Kent London 

  Roger Pomerleau 

  Betsy Sawyer 

  Phyllis vonHerrlich 

  Stephen Weston 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 

 John Finnegan 

 Thomas Johnson  

 Mark Johnston 

 Sally Joy/newsletter  

     editor 

 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 

   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 

 Katy Perry 

 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 

 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  

 390 on June 12 

 Life members: 158 

 

 

July Program 

“The Man from Maine: the life and times  

of James G. Blaine” 
 
 If you ask most people about James G. Blaine, they would 

probably tell you that: he owned the house where the governor lives. 

But he was so much more than that. Congressman...Speaker of the 

House...Senator...Secretary of State (twice!) and his party’s nominee 

for president in 1884. He WAS the Republican party in post Civil War 

America. He was a complicated man who sought to seek his life’s 

work here in the Pine Tree State and this State rewarded him again and 

again. When he died in 1893, thousands paid their respects, and yet 

today he is relegated to the dustbins of history. With political intrigue 

and scandal...with stunning reversals of fortune and nearly attaining the 

highest office in the land...the life of James G. Blaine was a story that 

was as large and as amazing as the country he sought to lead. 
 Michael Bell has a Masters of History from the University of Wyoming and a Masters 

in Teaching from the University of Maine. He is an instructor at UMA’s Senior College and 

an avid Red Sox fan. He has presented talks to groups across the country on a variety of 

historical topics. 
 The program will be held on Wednesday, July 16, at the Augusta City Center, 16 Cony 

Street, in Augusta, beginning at 6:30 p.m. following the special meeting referenced below. 

 

A Reminder of our Need for a Bylaw Change 

 In an attempt to avoid bad weather and to encourage more member participation, the 

board has decided to move the annual meeting for 2015 and thereafter from January to 

September. In order to do this, we must amend the bylaws. We have scheduled a brief special 

meeting of the society membership at 6 p.m. on July 16, 2014 at the Augusta City Center just 

before the monthly program.  

The amendments approved by the board on April 9, 2014, that we will vote on at that 

time, read as follows: 

Amend Article III, Section 1, A. to read “The annual meeting of the Society shall 

be held in September.” 

Amend Article IV, Section 1. to read “At the regular meeting of the Board of 

Directors in June, a Nominating Committee of not fewer than three members shall 

be appointed by the President. It shall be the duty of this committee to nominate 

candidates for the offices to be filled at the annual meeting in September. The 

Nominating Committee shall report at the regular meeting of the Board of 

Directors in August. Additional nominations from the floor shall be permitted at 

the annual meeting in September.” 

 We urge all members to attend and vote. 
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President’s Message – World War One – the 100th Anniversary 

 The 150th anniversary of the Civil War has invoked considerable interest in that period. At the society, we 

have several sets of letters and at least one diary that were written by soldiers and their family during and 

shortly after the war. They paint a picture that spans the overall experience from an officer at the front lines, to 

a prisoner of war, to the families of wounded soldiers who are called on to care for them far from their Maine 

home. You will see an article on one set of these letters in this newsletter, the story of Mrs. Betsey Ellis Pond 

and Hampton Hospital, Virginia. 

 Unfortunately, 2014 is also the 100th anniversary of World War I (WWI), which by most accounts was the 

result of the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophia that occurred on June 28, 1914, in 

Sarajevo, Bosnia. The Museum Committee, and specifically board member Ben Doty, decided to put together 

an exhibit to recognize this war. What we have found is that unlike the Civil War, our collection is very sparse 

relative to WWI. 

 The Collection Committee had earlier recognized this, and in its 2013 Collection Plan had highlighted WWI 

items for purchase. The fact is, however, that we get the majority of our archival material from donations made 

by members and citizens of Kennebec County. In fact, these donations are usually more connected to 

Kennebec County and to families in the county. 

 The strength of this society is in our ability to collect, catalog, and preserve artifacts, often longer and more 

effectively than home collections. We can also make the items available to the whole community, providing 

insight into what it was like to live through a war like WWI, a period that many born late in the last century 

and into the current century rarely understand. Please give some thought to sharing any mementos you have of 

that period, either by donating the artifacts to the society or loaning them for the period of an exhibit. 

 This all brings me to the Moira Fuller Annual Appeal (MFAA) that begins this month. As members 

supporting the society through volunteering and giving items to the collection, you add greatly to helping us 

achieve our mission to preserve the county’s history. Yet all this does not finish the job of the society. In 2007, 

when we purchased our home at 107 Winthrop Street, we took on greater obligations, mainly to protect our 

collections and make them available to you and the general public. These obligations require resources both in 

volunteer efforts and financial support. When you get your letter for the MFAA, please give generously; we 

really need your help. 

 Thanks for your consideration and for taking the time to read this. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

In Memoriam 
 

 Eleanore Beane, 93, a long-time member of the Kennebec Historical Society, died April 11 following a 

brief illness. Among her contributions to the society were many hours spent working with others to prepare for 

the first several KHS Carriage House Sales. 

She was born in Augusta on Oct. 24, 1920, the daughter of the late Judge Emery O. Beane Sr. 

and Sarah E. (Moody) Beane, Daughter of the American Revolution. 

A graduate of Wheaton College, Eleanore was employed at the State House for many years, 

and previously had worked as the children’s librarian at Lithgow Library.  

 Donalda Ann Houston Tiemann, 84, died on April 21. She was a member of the society as is 

her husband, Phil Tiemann. 

  She was a registered nurse and worked for a time at Augusta General Hospital as well as doing 

private duty nursing. Later she operated an antique shop in Hallowell. 

Donna was especially proud of her early New England heritage, and was a member of The 

Mayflower Society, New England Women, Daughters of Colonial Wars and Daughters of the 

American Revolution. The DAR was her real love. She was a life member of Mary Kelton Dummer 

Chapter and held many officer positions, including chapter regent numerous times. She was the state 

regent of the Maine State DAR 1995-1998. She was also a national second vice president and the 

national chaplain of DCW. 
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August Program 

“The Early History of Fort Halifax, Winslow’s Historic Outpost” 

 Today all that remains of mighty Fort Halifax is a small, two-story 

wooden blockhouse. Few people know of the colorful history of the colonial 

outpost. Massachusetts’ largest and northernmost post, it was garrisoned 

from 1754 to 1767. It overshadowed Fort Western, and it dominated the 

Maine frontier. 

 Join historian Daniel Tortora for a lecture focusing on the 18th-century 

history of Fort Halifax, based on his 2014 book Fort Halifax: Winslow’s 

Historic Outpost. 

 Guests will learn about the construction of Fort Halifax and its early 

history; will hear about life on the Maine frontier; and will be told of various 

personalities and guests, including Major-General John Winslow, Captain 

William Lithgow and the soldiers of Fort Halifax, Benedict Arnold, 

Jacataqua, and Chief Joseph Orono. 

 The author will conclude with brief highlights of Fort Halifax’s struggle 

for survival after 1800 against industry, neglect, and nature, and will allow 

time for questions. 

 Daniel Tortora, Ph.D., is assistant professor of history at Colby College. 

He has taught courses in Native American and early American history at 

Colby since 2011. He conducts research with students, speaks extensively on French and Indian War and 

Revolutionary War era topics, leads battlefield and historic tours (including to Norridgewock Village), and has 

contributed to numerous films, archaeological projects, websites, and exhibits. His current work deals with the 

French and Indian War in the South. In 2011, he joined the Fort Halifax Park Implementation Committee and is 

working with the Town of Winslow to improve interpretation and recreation opportunities at the site of Fort 

Halifax. Dan likes to explore Maine’s wilderness, wildlife, and history, and has an ’80s radio show on Colby’s 

campus radio station. 

 The meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 20, at the Augusta City Center, 16 Cony Street, in 

Augusta, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Following the presentation, the author will sign copies of his book which can be 

purchased for $20 cash or check.  

     
 

 

Love Reading About History? Join the Club! 
 

 The History Book Club will have its inaugural meeting on Sunday, June 29 at 3 p.m., at Society 

headquarters, 107 Winthrop Street. Please bring suggestions for books! We will make an initial 

selection, then set a date for July to talk about our reading and choose another title. Refreshments will 

be served. Feel free to contact Emily Schroeder with any questions at 445-3571 or e-mail 

buffywg@yahoo.com. 

 

 
 

Book Sale 
 

 There will be a book sale on Saturday, August 9, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the society’s headquarters, 

107 Winthrop Street. Donations of hardbacks, paperbacks, and DVDS are welcome. Please do not bring 

National Geographics or other magazines, textbooks, Readers Digest Condensed books, or books about 

computers. Donations can be brought to the society during its open hours, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Wednesday-Friday. 

If you would like to have your books picked up, please call 622-7718. 
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The Nash School 

 Charles E. Nash, the man for whom the Nash 

school was named, walked to Hallowell from 

Norridgewock at the age of 14 and apprenticed 

himself to the Hallowell Gazette. He left the paper in 

1862 to enlist in the 19th Maine Infantry. He fought 

at Gettysburg, The Wilderness, and Petersburg. 

Discharged for disability, he returned to Hallowell 

and married Sarah Lawrence. In 1868, he, with 

Alden Sprague and Howard Owen, bought the 

Kennebec Journal and a year later transformed it 

into a daily which they later sold. Nash then bought 

the Maine Farmer Almanac and built the Nash 

Block. Active in Augusta government, he served 

both on the common council and four terms as 

mayor. He chose the lot for the Lithgow Library, and the stained glass panels in the reading room windows were 

his idea. His strong interest in education led him to champion the conversion of the Cony Female Academy into 

a public high school. And, of course, he was one of the founders of the Kennebec Historical Society. 

 The opening of the Nash School at the corner of Capitol and Sewall Streets in 1897 marked the beginning 

of a new era in school buildings and educational philosophy in Augusta. The one-room schoolhouse, cloaked in 

anecdote and nostalgia today, was really a pretty awful place to learn. It was often badly heated or stiflingly hot, 

poorly lit, and generally both unhealthy and uncomfortable.  

 By contrast, in the new schools like Nash, students were assigned according to age to rooms decorated with 

art works intended both to please and edify. The surrounding grounds were intended to supply not only a 

pleasant environment but opportunity for exercise and socialization. The curriculum was aimed at the “whole 

child”; rote memorization and recitation of material the child often did not understand was replaced by hands-on 

experiences with music, art, and education appropriate to each age.  

 Nash was a big improvement over the Grove Street School from which many of the first students were 

transferred. There was an elegant staircase to the second floor and every classroom had a fireplace. But the boys 

and girls bathrooms were located in the basement, a dark, dank place regarded by many with fear and horror. 

Also it was noted from the beginning that the corner lot was too small for expansion or for a playground, and the 

State had its eye on the bordering lots. 

 If the school was at the forefront when it opened, by the 1920s, it had fallen far behind. A 1922 study found 

poor lighting and plumbing and, as noted, inadequate playground space. And, given its location on the small 

corner lot, so that the latter inadequacy could not be remedied, the study recommended that Nash be closed. 

However, no action was taken. In 1950 a two-year study of the Augusta school system produced, not 

surprisingly, similar results. Again it was recommended that the school be closed. Again, no action resulted. In 

1974, changes in other areas doomed the school. Expansion of state offices had significantly diminished the 

residential population. Federal standards imposed building requirements that structurally could not be met, and 

even if federal standards could be waived, the repairs were too extensive and expensive. Although alumni fought 

to keep Nash open, on February 24, 1975, the Augusta Board of Education voted to close the school in June. In 

the fall, the students were transferred to Lincoln school.  Students and faculty are gone, but the building and its 

memories remain.  

 We are indebted to the history of Nash School found in the papers of the Sylvia J. Sherman Collection for 

much of the information in this essay. 

   – Kathy and Bruce Kirkham 
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An Augusta Mother’s Struggle in the Civil War 
 

 In 1864, four women traveled to Hampton Hospital near Fortress Monroe in Virginia. They came from 

disparate areas, two from Bridgeport in Upper Merion, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, one from 

Brookfield, New York, and one, Betsy Ellis Pond, from Augusta, Maine; but all had a common goal: to provide 

lifesaving support for their loved ones wounded in the Civil War. They formed a bond that lasted, largely 

through correspondence, for many years. 

 The Kennebec Historical Society is now the recipient of five of these letters, those written by Betsy Pond, 

and transcripts from 13 additional letters. They were donated to the society by Elizabeth Leech of the State of 

Washington, who with the help of several others, transcribed the letters and did extensive research on the 

genealogy of the four women. 

 Together the letters form a fascinating and poignant look at the impact of the Civil War on the families who 

remained behind and were then called upon to provide sustenance for their soldier fathers, sons and brothers, 

and even for some others who had no support after they were wounded. They also provide insight into how 

people coped with the loss of family and the stress of war. 

 For those of us in Kennebec County, Betsy Ellis Pond is particularly interesting. She was born Betsy Ellis 

Morey in 1821, the oldest of six children of Benjamin Morey and Deborah Ellis Morey. Her birth was likely in 

Augusta, Maine, although at the time of the 1820 Federal Census, Benjamin Morey, a farmer, was in Malta, 

Kennebec County, Maine, now Windsor. By 1871, the family farm was on the Thomaston Road, now Route 17 

or Eastern Avenue. She married Lyman Adam Pond on August 5, 1839. They had four children, three boys and 

a girl. 

 She traveled to Hampton Hospital to care for her brother, Sgt. Daniel B. Morey, who had enlisted in the 9th 

Maine Infantry Regiment in 1861 and was wounded in May of 1864. His leg wound and subsequent amputation 

brought him to Hampton Hospital. Betsy traveled with him from there to Fort Schuyler in New York City where 

he died. Betsy returned home to Augusta, accompanying her brother’s body which was buried in Riverside 

Cemetery. Shortly thereafter she received word that her son, Henry Lyman Pond, had died of an unidentified 

disease in Chattanooga, Tennessee. To add to her worries, a second son, George Ellis Pond, was wounded; 

ultimately he survived. 

 These letters and associated 

research are available at the 

society for those who are 

interested. We are also seeking 

information on the family to 

complete the picture. Surnames 

involved include: Churchill, 

Ellis, Morey, Pond, and Wing. If 

you have information on this 

family give us a call at 622-7718. 

Thanks. 
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The Collections Box 

 The society’s archives are filled with obviously wonderful things: a stereo view of Governor Blaine’s 

Augusta funeral procession; the receipt book for the sale of the first shares of preferred stock in the Kennebec 

and Portland Railroad; a letter from Orville Lambard to his mother describing his visit to a Louisiana plantation 

owned by a former Andover classmate. There are also less obvious wonders. 

 There are 33 municipalities in Kennebec County, and most of them issue annual reports. In some cases, our 

shelves contain reports dating back more than 100 years. Current reports are mostly Perfectbound,  

8-1/2 x 11, glossy paper, color magazines filled with color pictures. The reports of a century ago mostly measure 

about 5x9, are stapled, and have a cover of slightly heavier weight than the text. There are no illustrations. The 

greater difference lies in the content. Today’s reports are as much promotional as factual, intended, I think, to 

highlight and praise the activities of the past year. Those reports of the past focused more on the townsfolk than 

their government. Each report, in effect, presented an annual installment in the serial history of the town and its 

people. 

 Family historians will find a plethora of information. The town clerk reported births, marriages, and deaths 

for the year, sometimes listing the cause of death. The names of all the people, resident and non-resident, who 

had done business with the town are listed together with what they sold or did for the town. Residents who paid 

taxes or against whom the town had tax liens are recorded. Your great grandfather or grandmother may have 

been born, married, and died somewhere else, but if either was here this year working for or selling something to 

the town, their names will be in the report 

 The cultural historian will find the assessed valuation of personal property, whether it be cows, oxen, horses, 

bank stock, logs, lumber, or musical instruments. Over time, the rise in the number of automobiles and 

motorcycles indicates a cultural change. The amounts paid to persons who worked in the highway both summer 

and winter, indicate pay scales. Poor House statistics are also valuable. 

 The student of education will find the number of schools in the town, their enrollments, and the cost of their 

maintenance. The cost of textbooks and their publishers suggest titles or reading programs. The teachers and the 

principals or superintendent are listed with their salaries. If the town was not large enough to support a high 

school, the high schools families selected and the tuition the town paid are tabulated 

 Names and names and names. Town reports hold a wealth of information for persons with a wide variety of 

interests. They may not appear as romantic as a letter or a photo, but if patrons find there exactly what they 

need, time spent perusing town reports can be very rewarding. 

  Our collection of town reports is extensive, but not complete. We will be happy to receive any copies that 

you might be willing to part with. The older the better. 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 

 

 

 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Member 

Christine Stenberg, Litchfield, ME 
 

and continues to recognize our 

Sponsoring Business Members 

Stephen Weston, Fine Furniture Conservation, Winthrop 

Pine Tree Trading Company, Distributor, Gardiner 
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From Our Mailbox 
 

Attn: Bruce Kirkham 

 Thank you for your fine column about William Robinson Smith in the Kennebec Current, “The Collection 

Box.” 

 In 1834, about the time Smith took his employ with Ira Berry, the United States was in what contemporary 

American political historians now call the “second party system.”  

 Without going into detail, the old Democratic-Republican Party of the first party system was transformed by 

the election of Andrew Jackson into the Democratic Party. The Federalist Party fell by the wayside as well, its 

interests now represented by Henry Clay and the Whigs. 

 Ira Berry and his newspaper The Age may well be described as Democratic in political perspective. But, it is 

inaccurate, however, to describe cross-town rival, Luther Severance and The Kennebec Journal as Republican. 

 While heir to many of the Whig issues of concern, the Republican Party was not founded until 1854, twenty 

years after Smith took his position at The Age.  

 The Whig Party declined with the death of Henry Clay and the rise of the Abolition Movement.  

 During the Second Party System, however, it was a major political force, particularly in Maine, Indeed, 

Luther Severance actually migrating to Augusta on the advice of party activists to found a Whig newspaper here 

in the Maine capital city. 

 This point does not take away anything you have written about William Robinson Smith.  

 I remember the Smith School very well. We owe a great debt of gratitude to everyone who dedicates 

themselves to public education.  

 

  Regards, 

  Harvey Lipman 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; other times by appointment 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


