
  
 

 Volume 24 Issue 5 KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER                   September-October 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHS Board of Directors 
 

President/Archivist 

  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President/Librarian 
  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  Anne Cough 

  Nelson Leavitt 
  Kent London 

  Roger Pomerleau 

  Phyllis vonHerrlich 
  Stephen Weston 

Membership Secretary 
  Joan Plummer  

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 
 John Finnegan 

 Thomas Johnson  
 Mark Johnston 

 Sally Joy/newsletter  

     editor 
 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 

   Joseph M. O’Donnell  
 Joseph Owen/newsletter 
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Total membership:  

 380 on October 7 

 Life members: 159 

 

 

November Program 

 On Wednesday, November 19, State Historian Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr. will present a 

program on the Blaine House.  
 The Blaine House, in Augusta, is one of Maine’s most notable homes. In 1862, three 

decades after the house was built by Capt. James Hall in the early 1830s, James and Harriet 

Blaine moved in. The home became the setting for one of the most meteoric careers in 

American politics, during which James Blaine served as speaker of the U.S. House of 

Representatives, a U.S. senator, secretary of state, and the Republican nominee for president 

in 1884. After the deaths of her parents, the Blaines’ daughter Harriet Blaine Beale gave the 

house to the state in 1919. Since 1920, it has served as the official residence of the state’s 

governors and their families. As a symbol of state government, it ranks with the Maine State 

House. The house has been a National Historic Landmark since 1964. Architecturally, it 

reflects a combination of Federal, Victorian, and Colonial Revival styles. Today, the Blaine 

House functions as a social showcase for Maine, a working office, and family living quarters. 
 A native of Portland, Mr. Shettleworth attended Deering High School, Colby College, 

and Boston University and was the recipient of honorary doctorates from Bowdoin College 

and the Maine College of Art. At the age of thirteen, he became interested in historic 

preservation because of the destruction of Portland’s Union Station in 1961. A year later he 

joined the Sills Committee, which founded Greater Portland Landmarks in 1964. In 1971 he 

was appointed by Governor Kenneth Curtis to serve on the first board of the Maine Historic 

Preservation Commission, for which he became architectural historian in 1973 and director in 

1976. Mr. Shettleworth has lectured and written extensively on Maine history and 

architecture, his most recent publication being The Blaine House, which he authored in 2014. 

Mr. Shettleworth has served as state historian since 2004. 
 This program will take place at Augusta City Center, at 16 Cony Street in Augusta, 

beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

 

A Reminder of the Society’s Open Hours 

From now through November 30, the reading room will be regularly open only 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. on Wednesdays. From December 1 through February 28, it will be open by 

appointment only. Appointments can be scheduled by calling (207) 622-7718 and leaving a 

message, or by e-mailing khs@gwi.net. 

 

  

  



September-October 2014  Page 2 

President’s Message – Becoming More Proactive 

 Last month the society purchased two oil portraits at auction. They are very significant, since they are of 

members of the Cony family – Rebecca Guild Cony (1721-1793), Judge Daniel Cony’s (1752-1842) mother; 

and the Reverend John H. Ingraham (1793-1864), his son-in-law. We were very lucky to get these two 

portraits; the luck was the result of the alertness, diligence, and generosity of a number of our members. One 

saw the ad for the auction, others did the research and determined what we wanted, still others provided 

financial support to purchase the items, and others went to the auction and purchased the items. They are now 

in the process of being shipped to a restorer and will in time be returned to the society and put on display. 

 The items currently in our collection arrived in a number of ways, all of which provide valuable materials. 

Most donations are the result of someone’s or some organization’s decision to place their treasures in a safe 

and publically accessible location; a few are actively sought when the collections committee knows they are to 

become available. We have an active program where online auction sites such as eBay are followed in hopes 

that items will become available. Yet most of these approaches are passive in nature. In the last month, the 

collections committee went through the process of reviewing our collections plan, an annual occurrence. For 

the past few years we have been trying to find ways to make our acquisition of items more active and directed. 

We have been more proactive in the past, and we need to do so in the future. During this year’s discussions, we 

had the auction of the Cony/Ingraham portraits as an example; we wondered how we could improve our luck. 

 We ultimately concluded that what we needed was an active group out there trying to identify high-quality 

artifacts for sale primarily at auctions, but perhaps through dealers. We think it would be outstanding if the 

collection had a team of two or three people who would track auction houses and establish relationships with 

dealers looking for items that would fit our collection goals. A team that would know what we wanted and 

would arrange to be there, when they became available, to make the purchase. The team would also work to 

create a purchase reserve in the form of financial donations and perhaps financial pledges for future donations 

if specific kinds of items became available. In essence, a team that would be ready to identify and purchase 

items when they become available in auctions or even in other market venues. 

 Perhaps if we had more resources, we could hire that team, but we don’t. If this is going to happen, we need 

some passionate volunteers – ones who love auctions, artifacts, and spending other people’s money. Surely 

there are few of you who would enjoy such a role. If so, call the society at 622-7718 or email us at 

khs@gwi.net and let us know. Thanks for reading. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

Victorian Tea 

 Due to concerns about winter weather and our recent vote to close the building during the time when we 

would normally hold our Victorian Tea, the board has decided to make it a spring event, and has set the date for 

April 12, 2015. More details will be available as we get closer to April! 

 

  

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Nelson A. Leavitt – Augusta, ME 

Doris Pelletier – Manchester, ME 

Jean M. Matheson – Augusta, ME 

 Jan Eakins and John Ferry – Portland, ME 

Margaret Matheson – Augusta, ME 

Cynthia Thompson – Augusta, ME 

and continues to recognize our 

Sustaining Business Member 

Kennebec Savings Bank 

and 

Sponsoring Business Members 

Stephen Weston, Fine Furniture Conservation, Winthrop 

Pine Tree Trading Company, Distributor, Gardiner 
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Upcoming Nash Fund Appeal 

 The annual letter soliciting contributions to the Charles E. Nash fund will be mailed in early November. 

The regular operating funds budget is for normal day-to-day operation of the society’s collection, archive, and 

library. Nash fund money is used to supplement normal operating funds to meet extraordinary expenses: 

expensive ($250 or more), critical purchases of collection items; special supply purchases; and critical and/or 

expensive restoration. . 
 The Collections Committee hopes that your response to this request will be generous. 

 

 

Another Very Helpful Visit from Colby College Students 
 

As in so many falls and springs in the past, students from Colby College visited the society on August 29. 

Ten students, including the upperclassmen advisors, arrived to enthusiastically help us with our project of the 

fall – this time a chance to input data in the database rather than dig roots in the garden. As many of you know, 

our clippings files, a valuable collection of more than 7,000 newspaper articles spanning many years and diverse 

subjects, has become more difficult to access as our larger collection has grown and become more available in 

the database. Most of the clippings are present in the database only as a title. The ten students worked for two 

hours and placed several hundred of these in folders and gave them numbers so they can be more easily found. 

This is all a significant step forward that we hope to continue. So thanks again to Colby and to Clare Hasbrouch 

(of Virginia), Hunter Richile (Vermont), Kathleen Mason (Massachusetts), Mathias Fresilli (New Hampshire), 

Eliza Dunne (New York), Daniel Spellman (Massachusetts), Sarah Whitney (Connecticut), Paul Wennberg 

(Maine), Kelsey Bowen (Massachusetts) and Leslie Pode (Maine), all seen below, for their help. 
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From Our Mailbox 
 

Dear Mr. O’Donnell. 

 I was pleased to receive the current (July-August) newsletter of the Kennebec Historical Society. We 

enjoyed your article on my grandfather James Concannon and are grateful to you for writing it. 

 Our recorded documents and information of James’ years in Maine are of great interest to us because, as 

you know, it is where he met and married my Grandmother Ellen Rowe Concannon, and the story of their life 

together began in Augusta. 

 This year the harvest here at the winery is well under way and we are celebrating the 131st year of 

operation and production of wine under the Concannon Family label. 

 I somehow think grandfather James would approve of the continuation of the winery and the premium 

quality and ethics that he set forth so many years ago. 

 The Gaelic interpretation of the name Concannon is “wisdom without compromise.” It simply does not 

mean that you know everything but that you do not compromise on what you think is right. 

 Now, so many years later, we have continued the ideal that James set forth back in 1883. 

 Again with sincere thanks, 

  James Concannon 

  Livermore, California  

 

 

 

A Request for Help in Our Quest for a 19th-century Image 

 of the Society’s Home 

 At a recent talk to a group of his adoring fans at the Portland Museum of Art, State Historian Earle G. 

Shettleworth Jr. suggested that if you are looking for a picture of a specific house and you can’t find it, don’t 

give up hope; it is likely to be hiding in someone’s picture album in an attic somewhere. We really hope so. 

 The earliest photograph of 107 Winthrop Street we have found dates to about 1905-1915 (below); the 

house is seen behind a woman standing on Wyman Street posing for the picture. We really believe, having been 

encouraged by Mr. Shettleworth, that there is a better picture out there somewhere. Is it possible that you have it 

in a long overlooked pile of photographs or your grandmother’s photograph album?  Like the Wyman Street 

picture, the house doesn’t have to be complete or in the foreground. Any information about its appearance 

would be valuable. 

 We would treasure the opportunity to scan that picture and make it part of the Henry Weld Fuller Jr. House 

story; and if you like, we will give it right back to you. The older the picture, drawing, or painting we can find, 

the better in our quest to find information on how the house looked at various times during its 178-year history. 

Did you or your family live on the upper section of Winthrop Street?  Did you have a friend who lived there? 

Please take a look. 
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The Collections Box 

 We frequently add to our collections, through donation or purchase, photos, books, letters, and documents of 

various kinds. It is unusual, regrettably, to be able to add business records to our collections. But recently we 

purchased a ledger and related documents chronicling a decade or so of the now defunct Gardiner Publishing 

Company. The contents of this collection are fascinating. 

 The history of newspaper publishing in Gardiner at the turn of the last century is complex. Papers were 

founded, were merged, bought out, and died. Eventually the Kennebec Journal would triumph in the battle for 

information supremacy, but along the way there were many skirmishes. 

 The earliest Gardiner newspaper was probably the Kennebec Leader, which began publication in January 

1854. It was followed by the Kennebec Reporter in 1865, but by 1871 the Gardiner City Directory only lists the 

Gardiner Home Journal and the Kennebec Reporter. The former was published by Hiram K. Morrell, the latter 

by G. O. Bailey. But by 1876 Bailey sold out to Richard R. Caldwell and William J. Landers. W. C. Jack’s The 

Age to Come was born in 1886 and died two years later. About 1894, Morrell combined the two into the 

Gardiner Reporter Journal, published by his Gardiner Publishing Company. The Gardiner Independent, a 

weekly published by W. J. Landers, appeared in 1899 and lasted through the turn of the century until 1904. The 

Reporter Journal continued under Morrell until 1915, when E. C. Bowler of Palermo took over. In the twenties, 

Morrell left publishing to sell insurance, and leadership of the Gardiner Journal passed to John W. Berry, editor 

and manager.  

 The ledger covers the period 1896-1918 and records the names of subscribers who were in arrears. The 

entries fill 171 pages and are a wealth of information, Although the Journal was a local, that is to say, Kennebec 

County publication, it had subscribers throughout New England,  the Midwest (Illinois, Texas, Wisconsin, and 

Oklahoma) and the Far West (California, Oregon, and Montana), as well as Montreal, Nova Scotia, and Cuba. 

The annual subscription rate for the weekly varied over the years from $2 to $3. The names of the subscribers 

are followed by their town – or, if outside Maine, their state or country – and the amount owed. The earliest date 

of notation of payments made is 1908, but it is clear that earlier information was carried over from other ledgers, 

because two subscribers on the list are from 1896. They each owed nearly nineteen dollars. There are wonderful 

notations next to some of the payments: “will pay but will make it warm for the agent,” “lost wife, has small 

children will pay soon,” “claims gift but does not say who.”  

 The hand of a new bookkeeper appears in 1910. Three new names are added in 1896; two are carried out 

having not paid. The new bookkeeper notes that two accounts are “worthless.” Street addresses begin to appear 

in the entries occasionally. A copy of the printed notice of the request for payment sent February 20, 1916, is 

glued to page 134. In 1916, one of the 1896 subscribers is still noted as being in arrears. The ledger begins to list 

active subscribers in January 1916 with notation concerning the shift of the paper from weekly to daily. Most of 

these entries are annotated and contain a full address. In addition to the information about subscribers found in 

the ledger, there are four sheets of mailing labels with corrections. 

 Among the other documents are several letters in response to bills stating that the subscriber had already 

paid, that accounts were mixed up, that the subscriber had moved away, that the subscription was a gift and the 

subscriber no longer wanted the paper, that the subscriber had subscribed to an earlier paper but didn’t renew for 

the Journal and repeatedly asked that the paper be discontinued, to no effect. 

 Judging by bills found among these papers, the Journal began to experience financial trouble about 1915. 

Publisher E. W. Morrell owed $51.64 to Kelley-Wheeler Company, a plumbing and heating firm at 317 Water 

Street in Gardiner on October 10, 1914. That amount was carried forward in the statement for March 17, 1916, 

together with work for September through December 1914, January through December 1915, and January 

through February 1916, for a grand total of $183.69. E. C. Bowler, the current publisher in March 1916, also had 

not paid his bills since October 1914 and had a total due of $75.53. From March to December 1916, his balance 

due was $117.60, but he also owed $215.03 on the Kennebec Leader account. The statement of January 24, 

1918, had attached to it a printed tag that said “Every consideration has been shown you in the matter of this 

account. If not able to settle in full, would you please show your appreciation by a partial payment.”  

 Two 1918 letters from Will C. Atkins, a Gardiner attorney, speak to a major change in Bowler’s life. He was 

then living in Portland and working for the Daily Argus. Mr. Atkins notes the amounts he was able to collect for 

Bowler and the costs for the attempted sale and sale of real estate. 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 
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December Program 

“A History of Health Care in the Kennebec Valley” 

 On Wednesday, December 17, Chuck Hays from MaineGeneral Health 

will address the society on the history of health care in the Kennebec Valley. 
 Our regional history is rooted in many different and unique institutions. 

Health care facilities have changed greatly over time, and that is certainly the 

case in the Kennebec Valley. 
 Augusta City Hospital, Gardiner General Hospital, Sisters Hospital 

(which later became Elizabeth Ann Seton Hospital) and Thayer Hospital each 

have a rich history that is part of the fabric of their communities and that of 

the Kennebec Valley. 
 Just this fall, MaineGeneral completed the project of consolidation of 

inpatient services and more coordination of outpatient services. The Alfond 

Center for Health is a new hospital in Augusta; and the Thayer Center for 

Health has been transformed into the largest comprehensive outpatient center 

in the state. This project builds on what came before, but it represents 

important adaptations to the growing and changing health care needs of the 

population of the Kennebec Valley. 
 We’ll review this evolutionary journey, spanning more than 120 years of 

history and including insight into how health care is expected to change into the future. 
 Mr. Hays is CEO of MaineGeneral Health. He joined the state’s third-largest health care system in 1995 as 

director of engineering. Hays recently oversaw the construction of the Alfond Center for Health and the 

renovation of Thayer Center for Health in Waterville. The system also includes physician practices, long-term 

care facilities with 269 long-term care beds, home care, and a retirement community. He and his wife, Maria, 

live in Manchester and have two grown children. 
 The program will take place in the Prescott Pavilion, at MaineGeneral Health, beginning at 6:30 p.m. The 

hospital is at 35 Medical Center Parkway in Augusta. 

 

 

Do You Recognize Anyone? 

 Bill Tozier passed along 

this photo of the group he went 

to boot camp with during the 

Korean War. Mr. Tozier is the 

third one in from the left in the 

third row. Other people there 

are Paul Cloutier, Martin 

Cloutier, Ramond Pomerleau, 

Paul Gilbert, Bob Lacasse, a 

Goldberg and a Quirion. We 

don’t know which ones they 

are; do you?  This is a mix of 

New York state men and 

Augusta men; the latter are on 

the left side. If you know 

anyone, please let us know. 
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Making Discoveries at Kennebec Historical Society! 

 During my summer vacation, I decided to explore the numerous collections of our historical society. A 

glimpse of their depth appears online within the society homepage: www.kennebechistorical.org . Start with the 

left-hand column, and the “Collections” link. Once you click on it, you’ll find a long general list of what 

treasures may be found at 107 Winthrop St., all for the asking. 

 Some of the more interesting categories include “Augusta Persons and Families,” “Augusta Schools,” 

“Augusta Churches,” “Augusta Social Organizations” and “Scrapbook Collection.” The last involves newspaper 

clippings about area people and events, and runs from around 1880 to 1980. In addition, there are documents on 

Maine towns other than Augusta, and the state in general. Items in the Nash Collection are particularly 

noteworthy, since they reflect the thoughts of the late-19th-century historian Charles Nash, who was one of the 

founders of our society. The society also has papers of the North family, and the manuscript of James W. 

North’s 1870 History of Augusta. The newspapers collected cover Augusta from approximately 1823 to the 

early 20th century, and there are some scattered editions of national papers, 1825 to the present. The photograph 

collection provides a visual history of the capital area, including the 1938 tax photos. (I was pleased to find a 

picture of my father’s/grandfather’s grocery store, as it was when the business was running, complete with a 

very welcoming awning over the entrance!) 

 Another great link – available from the homepage – is “Genealogy,” right under “History” near the top of 

the page. This gives you more holdings, just to whet your appetite. The first reference you arrive at is the 

“Kennebec Surname List,” which contains nearly 37,000 surnames, and accompanying references to documents 

and their ID numbers. This list can be viewed freely, so you can note the citations and ask to look at the items 

when you visit the society. Fantastic! 

 A personal visit to the society in Augusta should be on every member’s “bucket list.” The in-house catalog 

provides more detailed search capabilities; you can search by individual names – first and last, or just last – and 

see what comes up. (More on what I found in a bit. …) Photographs and all materials can be accessed by 

keyword, event, organization, building or place, address, photographer and date. The society’s books, kept in the 

Reading Room, have their own category in the database. Even minutes of our meetings are there! There is an 

advanced search form to allow more categories: subject, item type, town, etc., and the drop-down boxes are easy 

to use. In this mode you can see what the society has in the way of newspapers, yearbooks, town reports, 

directories, vertical files, postcards and more. 

 Once you discover some things you’d like to see, simply fill out an archive request form, and your materials 

will be cheerfully brought to you while you wait. Photocopying is generally allowed, with the encouragement of 

a modest donation. 

 So, what did I find? My grandfather was installed as master of exchequer (whatever that was), in 1912, in 

Calanthe Lodge, Knights of Pythias. In addition to a newspaper article announcing this, I found entries in the 

organization’s cash book, perhaps in his handwriting. My uncle was listed as a past master of Capital Grange in 

a concert and minstrel program dated 1944. Another uncle graduated from Cony, in the general course, and was 

also part of the cast in “Saturday Morning in a Business Office,” a performance of which took place June 22, 

1921. Wish I could’ve seen that! 

 A couple of parting thoughts: Technology (computers and databases) can be wonderful in leading us to 

documents about our family members and others, but the best thing in the world is finding new information on a 

piece of old paper that you never knew existed. I encourage you to visit the society with your queries when you 

can, and take full advantage of this marvelous resource, right in the heart of Augusta. You may find something 

totally unexpected! 

– Emily A. Schroeder 

Society Secretary 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business _______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ____________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ __________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     ___________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   ___________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   __________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  _________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Regular Hours: Sept. 1-Nov. 30, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Wednesday; Dec. 1-Feb. 28, by appointment only 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


