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KHS Board of Directors 
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  Bruce Kirkham 
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  Kathy Kirkham 
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  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 
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  Kent London 

  Phyllis vonHerrlich 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

 Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 

 John Finnegan 

 Thomas Johnson  

 Mark Johnston 

 Sally Joy/newsletter  

     editor 

 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 

   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 

 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 

 William Sprague Jr.  

Total membership:  

 408 on June 12 

 Life members: 158 

 

 

July Program 

“Women in the American Civil War” 

 The scope, details, and significance of 

men’s political and military involvement in the 

American Civil War have been the subject of 

countless studies over the course of the 

hundred and fifty years since Appomattox 

Court House. Similarly, historians have 

devoted considerable attention to men’s 

experience of the war on both sides of the 

conflict. In contrast, until quite recently 

historians have ignored the wartime 

experiences and contributions of American 

women, North and South, on the mistaken 

principle that war is (or at least was, in the nineteenth century) men’s work alone, and that the 

battle front was distinguishable from the home front and also mattered far more. The 

Kennebec Historical Society’s July lecture by the author of two books on the topic begins to 

restore women to their important place in the story of America’s great national struggle. 

 Elizabeth D. Leonard is the John J. and Cornelia V. Gibson Professor of History at Colby 

College in Waterville. A native of New York City, she earned her doctorate in U.S. history 

from the University of California, Riverside, in 1992. Leonard is the author of several articles 

and five books on the Civil War era: Yankee Women: Gender Battles in the Civil War (1994); 

All the Daring of the Soldier: Women of the Civil War Armies (1999); Lincoln’s Avengers: 

Justice, Revenge, and Reunion after the Civil War (2004); Men of Color to Arms! Black 

Soldiers, Indian Wars, and the Quest for Equality (2010); and Lincoln’s Forgotten Ally: 

Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt of Kentucky (2011), which was named co-winner of the 

Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize in 2012. She is currently engaged in research for a new 

project, which weaves together a deeper study of Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt’s 

transformation from slaveholder to willing advocate and enforcer of President Abraham 

Lincoln’s emancipation policies, and the story of the lived experience of enslaved men from 

the region of Kentucky where Holt was raised—including one of Holt’s own former slaves—

as they ran from slavery to fight for freedom in the Union army and then returned to try to 

claim the promises of emancipation. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place on Wednesday, 

July 15, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. at South Parish Congregational Church, at 9 Church Street in 

Augusta. 

June Book Sale a Success 

 On June 9, with the able assistance of Richard Bridges, Al Cook, Bruce Kirkham, Kathy 

Kirkham, Rod Spearin, Phil Tiemann, and Phyllis vonHerrlich, the society sold more than 

$400 worth of paperback and hardback books. All of the books were furnished through the 

generosity of society members. When combined with the minister’s library sold on May 6, 

this spring’s book sales raised almost $600. The next sale will be held when the back room at 

the society fills up again. Remember, no Readers Digest Condensed Books, no magazines 

(including National Geographic), no textbooks, and no computer books. Sorry, but they just 

don’t sell. Thank you again for your support. 
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President’s Message 
 

 Once again the Moira H. Fuller Annual Fund appeal will begin with the coming of summer. You will soon 

receive a request to donate. This money is for the normal operating expenses of the society: heating, electricity, 

safety, security, insurance, equipment purchase and maintenance, and maintenance of the building. 

Membership dues pay the cost associated with this newsletter and the public programs that the society sponsors 

each month, but that is only a small part of our expenses. 

 As I indicated last month, the society has been working to reduce our energy utilization by upgrading our 

wiring, installing insulation, and sealing cracks and leaks around windows. This month we purchased new air 

conditioners to provide cooling for our staff and for our collections. All this should provide reduced bills for 

heating and electricity. 

 In the end, we need something like $45,000 per year for routine operating expenses. The Moira Fuller 

appeal is your opportunity to help us with this effort. With about 400 members, we could reach our goal if each 

member donated just $112 to the campaign. Please give that level of giving your consideration, but if that is not 

possible any donation would be a help. 100 percent participation would be a very desirable result. 

 Thanks for reading. 

 – Ernie Plummer 
 

 

August Program: “Augusta – A New Book from  

the Postcard History Series by Arcadia Press” 
 

 Roger A. Madore, a KHS member, will present his new book, Augusta, 

recently published by Arcadia Publishing as part of its Postcard History 

Series. The book uses stunning vintage images and postcards to illustrate 

the history of Maine’s capital city. 

 Postcards in the book are from Mr. Madore’s personal collection of 

Augusta postcards, collected over 27 years. A majority of the images have 

never been reproduced.   

 Most of the postcards are more than 100 years old and pay tribute to 

many of the important memorials, monuments and parks of Augusta. 

Several of the images reveal the original design of historical buildings and 

scenes we are familiar with today. 

 The chapter topics include images from downtown, public buildings, 

churches, homes, industries, transportation, hotels, parks and monuments, 

street views and scenes from along the waterfront. 

 A slideshow will be presented that showcases postcards from the 

book’s ten chapters. 

 Mr. Madore, 46, was born and raised in Augusta. He grew up in the 

French-Canadian neighborhood of Sand Hill and attended Cony High 

School, graduating in 1986. The following year, he began working for the state of Maine at the Department of 

Transportation, and is currently employed by the state’s Office of Information Technology as a systems analyst. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place on Wednesday, August 19, 2015, at 

6:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, at 209 Eastern Avenue in Augusta. 
 

 

 

 

Proposed Bylaw Changes 
 

 Please be sure to read the proposed bylaw changes on page 5. These will be voted on at the annual meeting 

in September. 
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Colby Cares!  

     A special thank-you to the nineteen Colby College 

students who volunteered to work at the Kennebec 

Historical Society for the college’s Day of Caring!  

Nineteen!  It was a wonderful turnout of hardworking 

students. Four chose to work inside to help get vertical 

file documents identified in our database, and fifteen 

worked outside raking leaves, trimming bushes, and 

picking up fallen branches and such. We are most 

fortunate to be on the list of organizations that Colby 

College students can select for their Day of Caring 

work.  

     The students who worked so hard on April 25 were 

Maggie Burgos (Virginia), Hannah Kwasman 

(Washington state), Griffen Allen (Georgia), Brendan 

Paquette (Ireland), Deanna Morris (Maine), Christian 

Laible (Connecticut),  Andrew Elmore (Connecticut), 

Jay Moore (England), Tanya Kureishi (Singapore), 

Brett Beaney  (Maine), Will Schmidt (New York), 

Kira Brown (Massachusetts), Anna Donovan 

(Massachusetts), Carmen Cordova (California), Sierra 

Fuller (Washington state), Mark Goldberg 

(Oklahoma), Jack Sears (Maryland), Phillip Kim (New 

Jersey), and Quill Yates (Georgia). Special thanks to 

KHS members Bruce Kirkham, Joe Owen, and Phyllis 

vonHerrlich for volunteering to help that day. 

 
 

 

Please Welcome Holland Corson – Our New Summer Intern 

 Holland Corson joins us this summer for ten weeks as a summer intern in our 

archive. Holland is a 2013 graduate of Mt. Abram Regional High School, in Salem. 

She studied for two years at Central Maine Community College in liberal studies 

then transferred to the University of Maine at Farmington, where she is an English 

major. Although she has been on the job just two weeks, her background at the 

Webster Free Library in Kingfield and her computer competency are already 

making a difference for the society. She lives in Kingfield and will be making that 

1.5-hour trip to work in our archive on Thursdays and Fridays. Please say hello to 

her and introduce yourself when you see her at the society. 

 On June 17, Holland will be joined by our second intern, Connor Wagner, who 

also is a student at the University of Maine at Farmington. 

 
 

 

 

History Book Club 

 The Society’s History Book Club is now reading Dorothy Clarke Wilson’s The Big-Little World of Doc 

Pritham. We normally meet the last Sunday of the month, but because of scheduling issues and the upcoming 

Fourth of July holiday, we won’t get together again until July 12. If you’d like to join us, please contact Emily 

Schroeder at buffywg@yahoo.com. 
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The Collections Box 

 The strange case of the Cony cartridge case began in early April when Kent London called my attention to 

an auction on eBay titled “c1776 Revolutionary War Officer’s Pistol Cartridge Box with Initials.” The starting 

bid was $2,999.00. The picture of the cartridge box was supplemented by a description, part of which read 

“Very rare circa 1776 Revolutionary War officer’s cartridge box with note from the Kennebec (Maine) Natural 

History and Antiquarian Society stating that this is a ‘Cartridge box carried in the Revolutionary War Presented 

by Mrs. Charles O. Cony.’” The photo of the box showed the KNHAS tag with the quoted information. Clearly 

this item had come from our collection and should be returned. I e-mailed the seller and asked him to cancel the 

auction as I believed that he did not have clear title. He replied that he had bought it at an open auction and said 

he would be glad to talk about an appropriate price to return it. And the adventure began. 

 In order to cement the claim that we owned the case, I had to establish its acquisition. I searched the early 

meeting minutes hoping to find a mention of the case without success. I contacted members in whom our tribal 

memory resides, searching for a memory of the society’s possession of the case or about a theft or a sale. As we 

moved from Lithgow Public Library to the County Government Center (formerly the Percy Hill residence) to 

the University of Maine at Augusta and to 61 Winthrop Street, I thought perhaps someone could help. I was told 

we had sold some Native American artifacts from the Southwest and a suit of Japanese armor in the 1980s, but 

no cartridge case.  

 Focusing on a theft or loss, I inquired about the moves. Former board member Steve Weston remembered 

the move from Lithgow to the county offices about 1974, but the only item he and former president Dan Stevens 

remembered being stolen was a stuffed bald eagle. As it had been preserved with arsenic, they had mixed 

emotions about its departure. But as there was no inventory taken before the move, they had no way of knowing 

what else, if anything, was missing.  

 Then Phyllis vonHerrlich looked through the scrapbook of the society kept by Ruth Briggs and found an 

entry for an article in the Kennebec Journal for February 23, 1973. There had been a break-in at Lithgow. The 

door leading to the Kennebec Historical Society room where antiques were kept had been kicked in. “Known 

missing so far are a pair of swords and two flintlock rifles,” the paper reported. No mention of a cartridge box. 

 At the suggestion of Advisory Committee member Joe O’Donnell, I contacted the Augusta Police 

Department and filed a report of a robbery, albeit forty years ago. I gave him what information I had, and 

suggested that he contact the dealer. Generally, eBay sellers list under pseudonyms and thus are difficult to 

contact directly. Kent London was able to provide some likely possibilities, and Officer Todd Nyberg went to 

work. 

 Working with the local police in the Pennsylvania town where the seller lives, he contacted likely dealers. 

All denied knowing anything about the source of the cartridge box. After he consulted with the Kennebec 

County district attorney’s office, he and an assistant district attorney concluded that we did not have enough 

hard evidence to pursue a criminal case; even a civil case would probably be unsuccessful. 

 The security and recordkeeping we have in place today make the possibility of this happening again 

unlikely, but unfortunately not impossible. 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 

 

 

Maine Preservation Holds Its Annual Meeting Reception  

at KHS Headquarters 

 On May 2, Maine Preservation held an Old House Forum and annual meeting at the Governor Hill Mansion 

in Augusta. The program was made up of three excellent lectures on historic preservation including an 

entertaining presentation on “The Changing Styles of Maine’s Historic Homes,” with State Historian Earle G. 

Shettleworth Jr. playing straight man to Christopher Glass, his collaborator on the book Homes Down East, a 

recent KHS program subject. After the meeting, a reception was held for attendees at the Kennebec Historical 

Society’s headquarters at 107 Winthrop Street. Forty five of the approximately 75 attendees at the meeting also 

went to the reception. The reception proved to be enjoyable, with snacks and drinks. 

 This kind of use of the historical society’s house is encouraging and should be considered by all its 

members. All you have to do is call and make arrangements. 
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Proposed Bylaws Change 

 The purchase of our new headquarters has created a much more complicated management situation for the 

society. Before that purchase, one person could be president and chief executive officer and still carry out daily 

activities of the society. In 2007, it became clear that that was no longer possible; there was just too much for 

one person to do. We hired an executive director to deal with this, but we found we could not afford to pay the 

incumbent. We fell back to one person trying to do it all, but after seven years and a continuing growth in 

demand for that person’s time, it is time to attempt simplification of the job. Our answer is to separate clearly 

the duties of the president, CEO, and executive director. We still can’t afford to pay an executive director so we 

intend to start out with a volunteer. 

 

 In doing that, we want to make clear that the office of president of the board of directors is strictly that, 

leader of the board; the president is not expected to perform day-to-day decision-making for the society. That’s 

the executive director’s job. Thus we provide an option for the president, with the board’s concurrence, to 

delegate the authority of the CEO to the executive director. This provides also some latitude in bringing on a 

new executive director, allowing the executive director to come up to speed before taking on the CEO’s 

role.This does not diminish the board’s responsibility to provide leadership for the society and oversight for the 

executive director; only the authority for day-to-day decision-making will be delegated. 

 

 Thus the following changes to the bylaws are proposed: 

 
Article VI 

Officers of the Society 

 

2. President. The President shall be Chief Executive Officer of the corporation. The President may, with the 

concurrence of the Board, delegate the authority of CEO to the Executive Director. The President shall 

preside at all meetings of the Society and of the Board of Directors, appoint all committees, and authorize calls 

for any special meetings. The President shall appoint annually a registered agent as defined in Title 5, chapter  

6-A. The President shall be, ex officio, a member of all committees. 

 
Article VII 

Executive Director 

 

1. Executive Director. The Board of Directors may appoint and employ a chief administrator of the Society, 

designated as Executive Director. If so delegated by the President with the concurrence of the Board, the 

Executive Director may also have the authority to act as Chief Executive Officer. The Executive Director 

shall serve at the pleasure of the Board of Directors. 

   

 

 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Debra A. Violette – Augusta, ME 

Sarah M. Reed – Fayette, ME 
 

and continues to recognize our 

Sustaining Business Member 

Kennebec Savings Bank 

and 

Sponsoring Business Member 

Pine State Trading Company, Gardiner 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesdays; call for appointment for other times. 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: kennhis1891@gmail.com 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


