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KHS Board of Directors 
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Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  David Anderson 

  Gloria Anderson 

  Stefanie Barley 

  Richard Bridges 

  Anne Cough 

  Nelson Leavitt 

  Phyllis vonHerrlich 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

  Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 

 Thomas Johnson  

 Mark Johnston 

 Sally Joy/newsletter  

     editor 

   John O’Connor 

   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 

 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 

 William Sprague Jr.  

Archivist and 

Interim Executive Director 

  Ernie Plummer  

 

Total membership:  

 432 on December 11 

 Life members: 158 

 

 

KHS January and February Programs 

 The Kennebec Historical Society provides free public programs each month at which a 

variety of guest speakers from around the state come and share their expertise and 

information. It is a great way for KHS to continue fostering the thirst for knowledge for not 

only our members but also nonmembers.  

 Adam Fisher, the director of collections, digital initiatives and promotion at the Maine 

State Library, will be our speaker for the January program. His presentation will be held on 

the third floor of the Maine State Library (lobby area) at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 20. 

We hope to see you there!  

 The February public presentation is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 17. 

with a speaker and location to be named at a later date as our February program speaker was 

unknown at the time of printing for the newsletter and will be announced on our website near 

the end of January.  

  
 

Knit With A Purpose 

 If you enjoy knitting, what better way to show your talent than by 

knitting items that have a purpose; hats, mittens, and scarves to keep 

boys and girls warm for the winter months. Also, we can help those who 

have lost their hair through chemotherapy stay warm and stylish by 

knitting attractive “chemo caps.” Let’s knit together to help keep those 

we knit for stay warm this winter. 

 If you are interested in “knitting with a purpose,” please sign up. We will meet at the 

Kennebec Historical Society once a month, at a day and time convenient for everyone.  

 You can either call me, Kathy Kirkham, at 623-0417 or see me at the program on 

December 16. I will have a sign-up sheet available that night. You will be supplied with some 

yarn, needles, and patterns for hats, mittens, scarves, and the chemo cap. You can knit items 

at home if you prefer and bring them to the society on the day the group meets. 

 I hope you will enjoy this knitting get-together social that will help people in need. 
 

Transcription Group Invitation 

 The Transcription Group will next meet at the society at 2 p.m. January 21. Having 

completed the transcription of the letters of the Lambard family, we will be choosing for our 

next project either the Civil War letters of Maj. Holman M. Anderson or the diaries of Everett 

and Iri Wither. We invite anyone interested in joining the group to come and participate. 

 

Using the Society’s Reading Room this Winter 

      A sure sign of winter: The society will not have any regular reading room hours until 

March 1. But that shouldn’t be an impediment to your research. We are generally here at the 

society’s house from Wednesday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. If you have a research 

emergency or something more prosaic, then give us a call at 622-7718 and we will set up an 

appointment for when we are sure we can help you. Otherwise, see you in the spring (March) 

at our normal reading room hours, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesdays. 
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President’s Message 
 

 With 2016 rapidly approaching, the Kennebec Historical Society will be facing some old challenges and some 

new ones. The desperate need for people to help with cataloguing, organizing, and helping visitors is still the No. 

1 priority. This is your society; please come and help as much as you can. Most of you will say to yourselves, “I 

don’t know how to do that.” We will guide and teach you.  

 One of the new challenges, though it really isn’t new, is the maintenance of the society’s facility. This past 

month a new high-capacity dehumidifier was installed, but the basement walls still need work and a drain needs 

to be funded and dug along the west boundary of the property to divert the groundwater and rain from getting 

into the building. The exterior of the building needs paint; new storm windows, appropriate to the age of the 

house, need to be created; and the shutters need repair and reinstallation. 

 A hope for the future is the expansion of the house by rebuilding the carriage house and horse barn for use as 

an expanded archive, museum, and meeting area. I realize this is going to take a lot of effort from the society’s 

members; but you have done it before and can do it again. 

 The joy of a new year is everything is fresh and we can plan to make this a better organization than it has 

ever been. 

 Happy New Year to all. 

 — Kent London 
 

 

Wooden Water Pipes Acquired by KHS 

 In early October, we received a call from Old Fort Western Director 

Linda Novak, telling us about the discovery of wooden water pipes 

during excavation for the new Lithgow Public Library extension. 

Curious, we visited the site and talked to Steve Greeley, who works for 

J. M. Scott Construction. What we learned was that during excavation 

they had uncovered six logs that average around 12 feet long and had a 

hole drilled down the middle. They had a “male” end 4 inches in 

diameter and a “female” end with a 4-inch hole drilled to receive the 

male end. The center of the male end was about 1½ inches in internal 

diameter. Former state archaeologist Leigh Cranmer, who had looked at 

the logs, identified them as wooden water pipes. 

 In discussing the discovery of the pipes with the man doing the 

excavation and Steve Greeley, we learned that the pipes were connected to each other in a straight line running 

from under the northeast corner of the original library at an approximately 45-degree angle in the northwest 

direction to a brick or stone structure about 72 feet away. Steve also said they were under crushed brick. The 

original Lithgow Public Library opened in 1895. 

 The wooden-pipe technology was similar to wooden pipes found in 2011 in Portland during the excavation of 

the historic Abyssinian Church, which was dated around 1850. More modern wooden pipe technology involved 

the use of lead or copper fittings rather than friction to connect the logs. So these pipes predate the library and 

most likely were originally located in conjunction with the Cushnoc House Hotel, which is discussed in the 

timeline article on Page 4. 

 After discussing the logs with several local organizations, KHS decided to acquire two of them. This is against 

our general policy of not accepting three-dimensional objects, but the Collections Committee felt that they are 

clearly germane to the history of Kennebec County and would likely be of interest to our members. We are now 

conducting research on the history of water distribution in Augusta and on preservation of artifacts of this type. 
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The Collections Box 

Many things in our lives are left to chance, and searching online auctions for material to add to our collections 

is no exception. By chance, we recently added a number of items related to education in Kennebec County, ranging 

in size from a single photo to a bound volume and in date from the late 19th century to the mid-20th. 

The oldest education-related item is the Second General Catalogue of the Officers and Graduates of Colby 

University 1820-1887. After the frontispiece, an engraving showing a panorama of the campus from Colburn Hall 

to the library viewed from across the quadrangle, the volume first lists the presidents, vice presidents, and 

treasurers, as well as all the members of the boards of trustees, their dates of service, and their hometowns. Next 

are all the professors and instructors arranged by specialties, again with their years of service. But what is most 

valuable is the alumni directory arranged by class and listing each graduate’s occupational history since 

graduation, date of death, location, and age at time of death. An index concludes the volume. 

Under the Willows, A Book of Verse Contributed to The College Publications by Colby Students was compiled 

by Herbert Carlyle Libby, class of 1902, and published the same year. It is of interest because it includes six poems 

by Vassalboro native, novelist, and screenwriter Holman Francis Day, class of 1887.  

Before there were yearbooks, the spring, sometimes commencement, issue of the quarterly high school 

magazine took their place. Such was the case with The Coburn Clarion from The Coburn Classical Institute in 

Waterville. We purchased both volume one, numbers one and three, published in 1896 and number four, the 

commencement number published in spring of 1897. We were also pleased to acquire both the fall and spring 

issues for 1912 and 1914, and the spring and commencement issues for 1915 of The Nautilus from Waterville 

High School. 

We added the Clinton High School graduation program for the June 24, 1919, ceremony. The entire 

membership of the class spoke at the ceremony, as the class numbered only five students. The classes graduating 

from Belgrade High School in 1944 and 1948 were a little larger. We acquired the programs for both those 

ceremonies. Because we do not have The Periscope, the yearbook for Winslow High School for 1932, we were 

pleased to add class studio photos of six members, together with their calling cards.  

On a more personal, individual level is a cabinet card photo of Ensign A. F. H. “Fred” Yates in his full dress 

uniform, taken December 17, 1902, probably soon after his commission.  

As with all the items in our collections, these acquisitions are available for your inspection.  

We can only hope that chance will smile upon us again soon. 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 

 
 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Glenn and Elizabeth Adams – Augusta 

Steven and Maryanne Prince – Augusta 

Dale Griffin – Evanston, Illinois 

Martha Muetzel – Augusta, 

Edward M. Post – Augusta  

The society also continues to recognize 

our Sustaining Business Member 

Kennebec Savings Bank, Augusta 

and Sponsoring Business Member 

Pine State Trading Company, Gardiner 

 

 

Book Club 

 The History Book Group is a small but dedicated group of readers that meets monthly on the afternoon of the 

fourth Sunday at KHS headquarters, 107 Winthrop Street, and talks about the Maine history book that we all 

decided to read the month before. We read both historical fiction and nonfiction, old and new, and are open to 

suggestions. At 3 p.m. January 24, we will be discussing James Witherell’s Ed Muskie – Made in Maine: The 

Early Years, 1914-1960. We would like to add to our membership, so if you are interested, please join us. For 

more information, call the society at 622-7718 or email Emily Schroeder at buffywg@yahoo.com. 
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Kennebec County Timeline 

 We have started to update the timeline published on the KHS website. Our goal is to make it representative 

of all of Kennebec County and to provide back stories for the events, along with titles that succinctly state the 

event’s nature. These will be in the form of a searchable PDF file on the website. We also intend to publish one 

entry in each Kennebec Current. References are provided for anyone wanting to follow up on the information. 

We invite anyone interested in writing a back story for any event listed to submit it at kennhis1891@gmail.com.  

      Here is an example: 
 

1803 – Augusta, ME – Cushnoc House Hotel built 
 

The Cushnoc House was built in 1803 by Amos Partridge as a home and a store. At that time, it was a two-story 

building, but it grew to three stories over its lifetime. Charles E. Nash said, “It never enjoyed the reputation of 

being a first-class hotel, but was a home-like and comfortable place for travelers.”1 Nash indicates that its first 

landlord was Joseph P. “Pitt” Dillingham (1794-1854). But neither Nash nor fellow historian W. Scott Hill can 

state when the house became a hotel. It appears to have been in operation in 1835 when Joseph Sager, of Gardiner, 

was hanged at the adjacent jail for having poisoned his wife, since the bar cleared $700 that day. 
 

Nash also indicates that “Right in front of the Winthrop Street door was a large well which was maintained for 

some time and then filled up.” This may be relevant with regard to the wooden water pipes found in 2015 on the 

Lithgow Public Library property. 
 

Hill indicates that it burned initially on December 1, 1888, a Saturday night4, and sold a week later to the Lithgow 

Library Association.3  Nash writes that it finally was destroyed by fire on September 19, 1892.2 
 

1 Charles E. Nash,”The Old Cushnoc House,” Maine Farmer, probably September 1892. [1891.0088.0623] 

2 Charles E. Nash, undated handwritten notes in the Kennebec Historical Society, 1891.0088.0619 

3 W. Scott Hill, in Sprague’s Journal of Maine History, “Early Kennebec Taverns”, Volume 9, page 21-23, 18 

Feb 1921 

4 “In the Good Old Days – Winthrop and State Streets looking north,” Kennebec Journal, about 1941. 

[2012.0086.0008] 

 

 

KHS Awarded Grant 

to Complete the Kennebec Journal Photo Collection 
 

 The collection that KHS received in 2011 when the 

Kennebec Journal closed its Western Avenue offices turned out 

to be much larger than we originally estimated: not 3,600 

photos, but at least 7,000. Although we had grant support and 

an enthusiastic volunteer effort, and we hired a cataloger in 

2012, we were unable to get it all done. We have now been 

awarded a Maine State Archive grant to complete the project. 

We will be hiring a cataloger, as we did before, but we also 

need to get a group of volunteers together to get files ready. 

 That job involves putting labels on folders and matching 

photos with newspaper articles. We then place the photos and 

articles into the labeled folders and write titles on the folders. 

The last time we did this, the volunteers got together to prepare 

the folders. Some work also was done independently, so that 

people did not have to be at the society at a specific time. Making this important collection available for searching 

is a valuable service to people researching the second half of the 20th century. If you can find time to help, please 

do. Call 622-7718 and we will arrange a time to talk about the project and provide you instruction. 
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KHS Archive in Depth 

 This is the first of a series of articles designed to provide the reader with an in-depth view of collections in 

the KHS archive. Hopefully, the articles will open up the doors to these collections and increase the availability 

of materials stored in the archive. Feedback from readers could help us expand our knowledge of the collections. 

The Webber Collection 

 A few weeks ago, a member dropped by the society reading 

room, intent on looking at the Webber collection. This collection 

is one that was donated to the society in 1995 (1995.0001.0000) 

and is made up of two photo albums dating from about 1890 to 

the 1920s. It apparently had been brought in by Hully McCarthy 

on behalf of her Aunt Mary Sturgis. Although details are not 

clear, it had been owned by Ralph Grant Webber (1882-1956) a 

prominent member of the Augusta community. The older album 

contains photographs that appear to have been taken in the 1890-

1905 time frame. They were mostly unidentified when we first 

brought them to our researcher. He was kind enough to sit down 

with the 54 photographs in this album and attempt to identify 

places they represented. The second album, containing 188 

photographs, is made up of photographs using gelatin-silver 

technology; many of these were dated and identified. 

 As is often the case, we started by using the Internet to determine who Ralph Webber was and what families 

he represented. We identified 54 relatives representing the Bailey, Davies, Grant, Gray, Harlow, Leigh, Monahan, 

Palmer, Perry, Stephens, Stubbs, and of course, Webber families. We were not able to determine the connection 

to Mary Sturgis. 

 We also discovered that his father, Frank L. Webber (1852-1928), had been a grocer in Augusta. His shops 

were on Water Street but his homes were actually at a number of addresses: 168 State Street, 16 East Chestnut 

Street, 22 North Chestnut Street, and 20 Sewall Street. Ralph G. Webber lived at these addresses but also at others 

in Augusta, including 88 Court Street. 

 We noted that several of the photographs in the first album were of the houses Frank L. Webber lived in with 

his family, including the ornate one on East Chestnut Street and St. Catherine Street. The accompanying 

photograph shows a boy reading in front of a very interesting house that we did not immediately identify. On 

reflection we realized that the house was actually down the street from the society at 19 North Chestnut Street and 

that he was on the lawn at 22 North Chestnut Street. The Frank L. Webber Family lived there in 1892 and 1894, 

but our directories show they were not there in 1891 or 1899. Charles E. Nash owned the house at 19 North 

Chestnut Street until his death in 1904. Ralph G. Webber was 10 in 1892; his brothers, 6 and 2. So this doesn’t 

tell us which brother is in the picture. What it does do is set the date for the photographs as pre-20th century and 

albumin print technology. 

 We also found in both albums pictures of the Webber family and of their travels in Maine and the world. 

Ralph, on graduation from Bowdoin College, had soon taken financial positions in the Far East, visiting the 

Philippines, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Japan, and Hawaii. Interestingly, a letter in the collection from a U.S. 

government agency thanks him for the loan of pictures of Japan, including Nagasaki; the letter is dated 1944. We 

could not identify the pictures that he shared with the government. 

 Several photographs confirm that the family also visited Squirrel Island and Boothbay during the period both 

albums cover. 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: December through February: by appointment only. 

Mailing Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: kennhis1891@gmail.com 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718      Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


