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KHS Board of Directors 

President 

  Kent London 

Vice President/Librarian 

  Bruce Kirkham 

Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  David Anderson 

  Gloria Anderson 

  Stefanie Barley 

  Richard Bridges 

  Anne Cough 

  Nelson Leavitt 

  Phyllis vonHerrlich 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

  Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 

 John Finnegan 

 Thomas Johnson  

 Mark Johnston 

 Sally Joy/newsletter  

     editor 

 Sheilah F. McCarthy 

   John O’Connor 

   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 

 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 

 William Sprague Jr.  

Archivist and 

Interim Executive Director 

  Ernie Plummer  

 

Total membership:  

 425 on October 16 

 Life members: 158 

 

 

November Program 

“Homer’s Civil War” 

 Winslow Homer was mostly a self-taught artist, an individualist, and a realist who 

painted and drew directly from nature. His varied works are a large draw for visitors to any 

museum lucky enough to have one or two in its collection. He was always recognized for 

his art and was fortunate to have an income derived primarily from his artwork. He first 

became nationally recognized when serving as a correspondent artist during the Civil War. 

Although, he produced a number of remarkable paintings derived from his time at the front, 

this program takes a look at some of his iconic Civil War woodblock engravings. They 

were drawn by Homer during the Civil War and were published in Harper’s Weekly, the 

pre-eminent weekly newspaper/magazine. The original show upon which this talk is based 

was presented in the Portland Museum of Art in 2011 and was put together by Karen 

Sherry, a noted Homer scholar and curator at the museum. 

 Joan Plummer has been a docent at the Portland Museum of Art for fourteen years and 

a Winslow Homer Studio guide since it was opened to the public in 2012. She has spent 

many hours and much computer and reading time accumulating a vast repertoire of 

information about Winslow Homer and is pleased to be able to share some of his stories 

with the Kennebec Historical Society. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place on Wednesday, 

November 18, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. at the Augusta City Center, 16 Cony Street in Augusta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
KHS Open Hours: We are currently open only on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Beginning December 1 we will be closed every day except by appointment until we reopen 

March 1, when we’ll again be open on Wednesdays, 10 to 2. All this could change if 

volunteers step forward to help as reading room assistants. 
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President’s Message 
 

 I am honored the membership of the Kennebec Historical Society chose me to be president. 

 The next few years should be interesting as the cataloging of the collections continues. This will make the 

archived material more accessible to members, researchers and the public.  

 There are currently four other historical associations in the city of Augusta (the Maine State Museum, Old 

Fort Western, the Maine Military Historical Society Museum at Camp Keyes, and the Augusta police museum) 

and soon there will be a fifth (the First Amendment museum in the Gannett House). I want to meet with the 

heads of these societies and museums to work out how we can co-ordinate exhibitions, programs and lectures. 

 The society is the members’ organization. There are many things we need help with. PLEASE 

VOLUNTEER whatever time you can. 

 On a different note, this is the time of year when people start to do year-end tax planning. Please keep the 

Kennebec Historical Society in mind. We are a tax-deductible organization and a worthy recipient.  

 Enjoy the day. 

– Kent London 
 

 

December Program  

“Daylilies and Cellar Holes: Reading Rural Landscapes” 
 

  As a society, we know a great deal 

about famous people, great historical 

architecture and important events of the 

past, but we are surrounded by common, 

everyday places that also represent 

history. Yet these ordinary things are in 

danger of becoming forgotten. Still, they 

are accessible and interpretable if we take 

the time to look. This presentation is for 

anyone who is curious about the 

remnants and features of a bygone New 

England countryside. What are some 

common clues to the past? How do we 

read them? What can we find in our own 

back yards?  Rob Sanford will show 

PowerPoint slides of common landscape 

features ranging from plants and trees to 

stonewalls, cellar holes, and other altered 

landforms that show the dynamics of 

human-influenced change in the 

countryside. We will focus on some typical features and techniques for interpreting them as we process the 

“language” of the land in rural Maine. 

 Rob Sanford lives in Gorham with his wife, Robin, and son Morgan. He is chairman of the Department of 

Environmental Science & Policy at the University of Southern Maine, where he has worked since 1996. He has 

a bachelor of arts degree in anthropology and a master of science degree and a doctorate in environmental 

science. He is a registered professional archaeologist and first got interested in landscape history as a child 

roaming the woods and fields associated with the family dairy farm. Working in New York state and in Vermont 

brought him to doing historical resource surveys along highways as part of environmental impact assessments. 

These surveys provided practical experience in reading landscapes. He has coauthored books on archaeology, 

environmental science and environmental planning. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place on Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at 

6:30 p.m. at the Augusta City Center, 16 Cony Street in Augusta. 

 

Cumberland & Oxford Canal aqueduct ruins, Little River, Gorham 
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The Collections Box 

 In the past few months we have received through donation and purchase an interesting mix of books, photos, 

and manuscripts. 

 An 1862 multi-volume Cyclopaedia set provides a fascinating insight into thought and knowledge at the 

beginning of the Civil War. The article on slavery was particularly interesting. A copy of Turner’s Augusta 

Hallowell, Gardiner, Waterville Directory fills an important gap in our city directory collection. Finally, we 

added a copy of the recently published historical novel by Deborah Gould, of Brunswick, titled The Eastern: 

Book One, set in the Eastern River section of Pittston. 

 CDVs, carte de visites, the nineteenth-century photo calling cards, usually arrive at the society without the 

name of the subject. Five recent purchases had the names on the back, but in addition, the seller, using 

genealogical sources, had provided birth and death dates, places of birth, parents’ names, and other useful 

biographical material. In time we could have found the same information, but it was a kind gesture, (and a good 

selling point) for the seller to do the work. Thus we can say that we have CDVs for Jennie May McCausland, 

Eden F. Dudley, Julia Ann (Sargent) McGroty, John Hoxie, and Civil War veteran Amos Merrill. In 1907 the 

members of the Kent’s Hill Adelphian Society stood for a group postcard photo. Again, a kindly hand recorded 

the names of the officers of the group. Another photo postcard depicts the corner of Water Street and Winslow 

Square in Oakland near the turn of the last century. Forwarded to us from the Rutland (Vermont) Historical 

Society were 51 candid photos of the 1936 Augusta-Hallowell-Gardiner flood.  

 The acquisition of fourteen Perry family letters completes the Perry Family collection. The long task of 

cataloging them will begin shortly. But there were other, single letters. In 1899 Josie Blaisdell, of Sidney, wrote 

to Jennie M. Blaisdell, living at 9 Green Street in Augusta. Liz Benson in Hallowell wrote to her husband 

Samuel P. in Winthrop on April 4, 1834. On May 2, 1837, B. J. Tappan Jr. of Augusta wrote H. B. Smith, a tutor 

at Bowdoin, about preparing sermons and preaching in Hallowell. M. A. B. Lewis in Gardiner wrote to her sister 

Mrs. Isaac L. Davis on June 11, 1848, about family matters. In Gardiner on December 4, 1861, J. W. Libby  

wrote to his brother Joseph Libby, stationed at Camp Chase, Lowell, Massachusetts. As most Civil War letters 

are written from the battlefield home, this one is unusual as it went the other way. 

 Most charming and in a class by itself is a two-card item the size of a dance card linked by a ribbon. It is 

multi-colored and ornate. The first card says that it was presented to the students at her school, Benton School 

District No. 8, by Miss Eva Roundy in 1896. The names of all of her students are on the second card. The first 

card is simply called “Souvenir.” 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 

 

 
 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Mike Bell – Manchester 

Peter Cross – Sidney 

Peter M. Smith – Gardiner 

Nicole Simon – Augusta 

Frank Cole – Vassalboro 

Richard M. & Jean M. Hayes – Hallowell 

Rodney A. Stinson – Gardiner 

Pam Davis Green – Wayne 

Earl and Sheila Adams – Pittston 

Art Lincoln – Augusta 

Lauren Mahieu – Newark, Delaware 

 

and continues to recognize our 

Sustaining Business Member 

Kennebec Savings Bank 

and 

Sponsoring Business Member 

Pine State Trading Company, Gardiner 
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The Transcription Group 

 If you enjoy reading other people’s mail, the KHS Transcription Group is for you. It meets every third 

Thursdays at 2 p.m. at the society’s headquarters. We are finishing up transcribing letters of the Lambard family 

and will next embark upon a series of Civil War letters. The next meeting is scheduled for November 19. 

 

 

Annual Meeting Well Attended; Goals Accomplished  

 Our decision to move the annual meeting from January to September appears to have accomplished its goals 

as 48 members attended the meeting, as opposed to a simple quorum of 15 plus or minus in the two previous 

years. The potluck dinner also was a great success, well attended and very delicious, according to several 

reports. 

 At the meeting we unanimously elected the board proposed slate of officers and directors: 

President: Kent London 

Vice president: Bruce Kirkham 

Secretary: Emily Schroeder 

Interim Treasurer: Kathy Kirkham 

Directors: Gloria Anderson, David Anderson, Stephanie Barley, and Richard Bridges  

 The board’s nominating committee is still seeking a treasurer to step into the job held temporarily by Kathy 

Kirkham. The job requires a person interested in managing the finances of the society, developing policy and 

tracking costs to increase efficiencies, while working with our accountant to assure that our QuickBooks records 

are accurate and up-to-date. If you know anyone who might be interested in this position or are interested 

yourself, please contact the society at 622-7718. 

 The proposed bylaws changes noted last month were unanimously approved. Copies of the new bylaws can 

be obtained by calling the society or can be picked up on your next visit. 

 It was announced at the meeting that Ernie Plummer will function as the volunteer, interim executive 

director until finances allow the society to hire a paid Executive Director or another volunteer is willing to pick 

up the workload. Since there are many aspects to this job, you could volunteer for portions and thus relieve 

Ernie so he can spend more time on his passion of being the society archivist. Give a call to the society at 622-

7718 if you are interested. 

 During the meeting, a member suggested that we should reconsider bonding our treasurer and perhaps other 

officers. This suggestion has been passed on to the Board of Directors for their action. 

 

 

The Nash Fund Campaign Begins 
 

 November 1 marks the beginning of the annual Nash Fund Campaign. Captain Charles E. Nash (1838-

1904) was one of the founders of our society and donated many of the most historically valuable items in our 

collections of manuscripts, photographs, paintings, maps, books, bound newspapers and scrapbooks. It is for this 

reason we have named this annual campaign in his memory.  

 The fund enables the society to cover the extraordinary cost of items purchased for our collections. For 

example, last year it supplemented the cost and restoration of the Cony portraits, and this year it will make 

possible a bid on a portrait of John Gardiner to be auctioned in Lisbon Falls later this month. Among the items 

the fund added to the collection this year were ledgers of Richard Paper Company, of Gardiner, twenty-nine 

copies of the Gardiner Area High School Quill yearbook, and The Artwork of Kennebec County with its 

wonderful photos of Augusta and surrounding towns.  

 You will shortly be receiving a letter and donation card in the mail. Please give a donation to this important 

fund serious consideration.  
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KHS History Book Club – New Members Always Welcome 
 

 The historical society cordially invites you to share your love of good Maine history books with like-minded 

individuals. We meet in the afternoon on the last Sunday of the month and discuss a book we have all read the 

month before. Titles cover regional or state history, and are either fairly new or considered a classic. Participants 

are free to purchase or borrow through their local libraries. We’re meeting Sunday, October 25, at 3 p.m. in the 

Fuller Parlor at the society’s headquarters to talk about Edmund Ware Smith’s Treasury of the Maine Woods. 

Please join us. 

 

 

 

How to Get into the Kennebec Historical Society’s “Big Book” 
 
 The “Big Book” is being established at the Kennebec Historical Society to recognize donors who agree to 

donate $10,000 to the KHS Building Operating Maintenance Reserve Fund. Earnings from the fund will be 

utilized to supplement the building maintenance budget. 

 With their approval, donors will be interviewed by historical writer Glenn Adams for a couple of big pages 

with photos for this publication. Glenn has been recording Maine history for most of his adult life. He is a 

recently retired Associated Press State House correspondent who for decades covered our Maine state 

government. 

 It is suggested that the article can commemorate a family or a business history in the Kennebec Valley. The 

pages could also commemorate a historic building such as a homestead or a business headquarters. Each page is 

about the size of a newspaper page. Donors get two pages each in this big book. Donors will also receive a 

framed, full-size copy of their own Big Book pages.  

 The original Big Book will be displayed at Kennebec Historical Society headquarters. Anyone interested in 

being a part of the Big Book (or who knows of someone who is interested) can contact Roger Pomerleau, 

chairman of the KHS Development Committee, at (207) 430-2801 or at roger.nrf@roadrunner.com.   

For the Development Committee  

– Roger Pomerleau 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m Wednesdays only; call for appointment for other times. December to February: by appointment only. 

Mailing Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: kennhis1891@gmail.com 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718      Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


