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KHS Board of Directors 

President 
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Treasurer 

  Kathy Kirkham 

Secretary 

  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 

  David Anderson 

  Gloria Anderson 

  Stefanie Barley 

  Richard Bridges 

  Anne Cough 

  Nelson Leavitt 

  Phyllis vonHerrlich 

Membership Secretary 

  Joan Plummer  

  Advisory Committee 

 John Bridge 

 Thomas Johnson  

 Mark Johnston 

 Sally Joy/newsletter  

     editor 

   John O’Connor 

   Joseph M. O’Donnell  

 Joseph Owen/newsletter 

 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 

 William Sprague Jr.  

Archivist and 

Interim Executive Director 

  Ernie Plummer  

 

Total membership:  

 433 on February 11 

 Life members: 159 

 

 

March Program: 

“Why did Mainers from the Kennebec Valley 

Conspire to Overthrow the Queen of Hawaii?” 

 Jon Olson, our speaker, will explain the motivation and circumstances of the Mainers’ 

interventions in the affairs of a sovereign country, the legal and political ramifications of 

that action, then and now, and the remedy sought by the 

contemporary Hawaiian sovereignty movement, which is both 

strong and deep. 

 Jon Olson was raised in Jefferson. He attended Jefferson 

Village School, Lincoln Academy, and Bates College, and 

graduated with B.A. in philosophy.  He taught one year of 

high school at Bonny Eagle in West Buxton, Maine, and then 

“escaped” to Hawaii for the next 36 years.  Jon got his 

master’s degree in philosophy from the University of Hawai’i 

while becoming engaged with opposing U.S. involvement in 

the Vietnam War and the draft.  He was a founding member of 

Students for a Democratic Society, Resistance (to the draft), 

Peace and Freedom Party, and 20 years later, the Green Party 

of Hawaii.  Mr. Olson owned and ran a bookstore for about 

seven years in Honolulu and worked at land title research, as a 

truck driver, and in a tuna cannery. Then got into marketing solar water heating systems, 

which he did for nearly twenty years, which included 2½ years as a quality control 

inspector for the Hawaiian Electric Company.  While in Hawaii, Mr. Olson learned a great 

deal of Hawaiian history, from Hawaiians, and it is that information that led him to write 

Liberate Hawai’i! since, according to him, it is an issue virtually absent from history 

books, and what the history books do say is mostly wrong. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place on Wednesday, 

March 16, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. at the Maine State Library, second floor, at 230 State Street in 

Augusta. 

 
 

Save the Day 

    Mark May 7 on your calendar. That Saturday the society will host a party, inviting the 

public to join in celebrating the society’s 125th birthday. Food and music will be offered as 

the society looks backward and forward. Details will be available soon. 

 

Reading Room Available by Appointment 

Although the Reading Room at the society is not open regular hours during the winter, you 

can schedule research on Wednesday thru Friday by calling the society at  

622-7718.  We'll set up a time when someone can help you. 
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President’s Message 
 

 For 125 years the Kennebec Historical Society has been preserving and cataloguing the history of Kennebec 

County. Starting May 7, we will be sponsoring a number of events to mark this momentous occasion. Though 

the planning has not been completed, I hope all of the members and the citizens of the area will take part in our 

celebration. 

 Collections that we maintain are housed at the Fuller House on Winthrop Street; however, some of these 

collections are not accessible because they have not yet been accessioned, transcribed and indexed. If any of 

the newsletters readers have some time to help with any of these jobs, please contact the society. Also, if you 

know of anyone interested in history who doesn’t want to join because the Kennebec Historical Society is 

stuffy and old fogeyish, be assured that it is not. The more people involved the better. 

 Hope to see all of you at the next meeting  

— Kent London 
 

 

 

Needed: A Volunteer to Keep Our Facebook Page Current 

 We’re looking for a volunteer who’s familiar with social media to monitor and update the Kennebec 

Historical Society’s Facebook page and manage our outreach efforts through social media platforms. If you’re 

interested, please notify us by email (kennhis1891@gmail.com).  

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

 Do you know your Kennebec County history?  

 We are running short “Did you know?” pieces on CATV Channel 7 to highlight prominent events and facts 

from our county’s past, while also drawing attention to KHS. We would welcome help in composing these 

brief, two- or three-sentence snippets. If you have any to offer, please email them to kennhis1891@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Transcribing in the Spring 
 

 The Transcribing Group will next meet at 2 p.m. Thursday, April 21, when it will begin work on the Civil 

War letters of Holman M. Anderson. All are invited to attend. 

 

 

 

 

New Genealogy Group at KHS! 

 One of the society’s goals is to have more people visit and use our facility. In view of that, we decided to 

host a group of folks interested in genealogy. On January 30, we opened the doors to a modest but enthusiastic 

bunch, and talked about our research issues. We also used Ancestry.com. We’ll be meeting again on February 

27, at 1 p.m., and hope to find out what the society’s collection has to offer. If you’d like to join us, please don’t 

hesitate! Contact Emily Schroeder, 445-3571; or Kathy Kirkham, 623-0417. Thanks! 

 

mailto:kennhis1891@gmail.com
mailto:kennhis1891@gmail.com
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April Program: 
“Identification and History of Historic Stones” 

  

 This presentation will explore the 

history and products of a number of 

historic New England granite quarries. A 

knowledge of the sources of the material 

used in the fabrication of existing granite 

buildings and monuments is important in 

their care and maintenance. A dozen or 

more granite-related books have been 

published, many of which point to the 

need for a better understanding of where 

the stone was quarried and how this can 

be determined. 

 Our speaker, Steven Haynes, 

founder and curator of the Maine Granite 

Industry Historical Society museum, 

began the art of lapidary (cutting, grinding, and polishing of precious stones) at the age of 11. In the late 1960s, 

Mr. Haynes traveled all over Maine into long idle granite quarries and mines (a perfect laboratory for a young 

lapidist) where he cut and collected specimens of historic stone. He was driven to find out where the granite 

went and whether people who could tell the story of this wonderful and vanishing trade were still alive. To 

answer these questions and to keep the tradition alive, Haynes began to collect the tools of the trade, including a 

hand-made wire saw and an antique surfacer and polisher. Eventually, with the support of Juanita Sprague, he 

went on to assemble a collection of slides, oral history tapes, journals, books, rock specimens, postcards, and 

photographs which formed the basis of the Maine Granite Industry Historical Society’s museum. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place on Wednesday, April 20, 2016, at 

6:30 p.m. at Christ Church, at 2 Dresden Avenue in Gardiner. 

 
 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Freda E. Pullen – Augusta, ME and Lisa Bowen – Farmingdale, ME 

The society also continues to recognize our Sustaining Business Member Kennebec Savings Bank, Augusta, 

and our Sponsoring Business Member Pine State Trading Company, Gardiner 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
  
      Jane Merrill Butler, 55, of Sidney, an Augusta native, University of Southern Maine graduate and 

Kennebec Historical Society member, died December 22, 2015. She was a kindergarten teacher at Gilbert 

Elementary School in Augusta. 

 Norman G. Kelting, 86, of Litchfield, died December 13, 2015, in Augusta. A Kennebec Historical Society 

member and retired millwork industry employee, he was the husband of longtime society volunteer Diana Allen. 

 Jean Linscott Wave, 88, of East Winthrop, a former Kennebec Historical Society member who was active 

when the society acquired its current headquarters, died Nov. 29, 2015. A retired teacher, she taught first grade 

for 19 years at Henry L. Cottrell School in Monmouth, and previously she was a teacher at schools in several 

other places in Maine and out of state.  
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The Collections Box 

The first practical photograph appeared in 1839 when Louis-Jaques-Mandé Daguerre invented the process 

that bears his name. In 1854 James Ambrose Cutting introduced the wet-plate collodion process in the United 

States. Like the daguerreotype, the ambrotype produced an image on glass. It was soon followed by the tintype, 

which produced an image on a thin sheet of japanned iron, hence the alternate name of ferrotype. Compared to 

their predecessors, tintypes were unbreakable and the image was less likely to flake or detach. They were 

inexpensive and could be produced in minutes because they did not require a drying time, which made them 

popular at fairs and carnivals. Widely produced in the 1860s and ’70s, tintypes recorded the Civil War and the 

taming of the West, but they began to lose ground thereafter with the introduction of the higher quality albumen 

prints on paper. 

A full plate tintype measured 6½ by 8½ inches, but plates were typically cut to 2¼ by 3½ inches for the 

pictorial calling cards, or CDVs. Also popular was the tiny postage stamp size or little gem which measured 1 

inch by 1 inch. Although in the early 1860s the larger tintypes were often packaged in cases like daguerreotypes 

and ambrotypes, gems appeared about 1863 in cartouche cards, thin cards with a window, usually oval, cut out 

with an ornate design printed to simulate a picture frame. The popularity of such cards was brief, and they were 

seldom used after 1866. All this is by way of introduction to our most exciting purchase this month: twenty-two 

gem size tintypes of Kennebec County residents. 

The gems arrived in Augusta by a circuitous and mysterious route. They were purchased online from a 

dealer in Texas who had found them in a plastic bag at an auction in Darlington, South Carolina, There were, in 

addition to the Kennebec County gems, a number of tintypes from Eastport, and at least three sets were of men 

and their families that were in some way involved in maritime tragedies. Perhaps a collector from that area of 

many years ago had purposefully obtained those for some reason.  

Along with the bag of tintypes was a Civil War-era album containing CDVs. In it there were several photos 

from other communities, such as Skowhegan, Portland and Lewiston; but most were from Kennebec County. 

There was no owner’s name in the old album. 

Listed by community, here are the persons pictured in the gems. 

 

Augusta: Civil War soldier Newton B. Lane, Israel Boothby   

Benton: Lyman Wilson 

Chelsea: Hartley Somes 

China: Herbert R. Hawes 

Hallowell: Edward Buswell, Olin Herbert Chandler, Almyra M. (Cole) Chandler, Laura A. (Lampson)  

 Hawes, Hiram F. Pullen, George Washington Safford, Ella Frances Stoddard, Herbert Stinson 

Pittston: Otis Pottle, Mary C. Yeaton 

Waterville: Russell Gleason, Albert C. Thayer, William Jordan Thayer.  

Windsor: Alexis P. Davis, Emily Hallowell, Oral L Linscot, Eliza Melvin 

 

And then there are the CDVs. The mystery album had the following twelve from Kennebec County. 

 

Augusta: Willie Springer Grant, Arthur Lambert, Edward J. Harwood, Rachie Mosher, Jacob H. Nichols,  

 Dr. Charles Fox Penney, Mary E. Rust, Alice D. Wheeler 

Belgrade: Ezekiel Page 

China: Fred Warren Estes 

Waterville: Jeremiah G. Proctor, Tufton Simpson 

 

Because the dealer went the extra mile and, consulting Ancestry.com provided some biographical 

information for each image, we have a pretty good idea who these people are. But we welcome additional 

information from our readers about them or the mystery album and bag. 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 
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Knit, Purl, Knit, Purl With a Purpose 

The Kennebec Historical Society’s Knit with a 

Purpose group got off to a promising start in January 

when Joan Plummer, Sally Joy, Phyllis VonHerrlich, 

Mary Ann Tiemann, Jerry Scott, Diana Allen, Gene 

Hayes and Kathy Kirkham met at the society to start 

their needles clicking. The goal was to make hats 

and mittens for schoolchildren and chemotherapy 

caps for those who have gone through 

chemotherapy. A few of the items completed to date 

are shown here. 

On February 2, some of the ladies took a field 

trip to the Hook Yarn and Stitcher Shop in 

Farmingdale. Nina Tilander explained all the types 

of yarn she had and their uses. She also asked the 

group if they would be interested in participating in 

a project called 365 Knitting Stitches. A knitter 

selects an available date of the year and, using a 

scrap of worsted weight yarn, makes up 4-inch-by-4-inch swatch in a pattern assigned for that date. The 

completed swatches will be collected and made up into an afghan that will be raffled off, with the proceeds 

supporting Maine Women’s Shelters.  

Everyone is welcome to join the KHS Knit With a Purpose group, both beginners and experienced knitters. 

Just call Kathy Kirkham at 623-0417 if you are interested in joining. 
 

 

 

Time to Increase, Broaden Membership 
  
      The word “quasquicentennial” is rarely used, not because of its awkward sound, but because few 

organizations attain the milestone it signifies – a 125th anniversary. The Kennebec Historical Society will reach 

that milestone in May. 

      The society’s Development Committee, hoping to give the society something more to celebrate than the 

mere passage of time, has set two modest goals for this anniversary year, both of them related to membership. 

      First, the committee hopes to increase the total number of memberships to at least 500, which should not 

require Herculean effort, given that it was 433 shortly before this newsletter went to press. 

      Second, the committee hopes to have members from as many of Kennebec County’s 30 municipalities as 

possible, and from as many U.S. states as possible. 

      In the county, members now reside in Albion, Augusta, Belgrade, Benton, Chelsea, China, Clinton, 

Farmingdale, Fayette, Gardiner, Hallowell, Litchfield, Manchester, Monmouth, Mount Vernon, Oakland, 

Randolph, Pittston, Readfield, Sidney, Vassalboro, Vienna, Waterville, Wayne, West Gardiner, Windsor, 

Winslow, and Winthrop. The only municipalities missing from this list are Rome and Unity Township. 

      In the entire country, our membership is represented in twenty states: Arizona, California, Delaware, 

Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, 

New York, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Vermont and Virginia.  The committee hopes to recruit 

members from the remaining thirty states. 

      Any offers of help in striving toward this goal would be deeply appreciated. Please contact the committee’s 

chairman, Roger Pomerleau, by leaving a message at the society’s headquarters. 
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Kennebec County Timeline 

 On the Kennebec Historical Society website, at www.kennebechistorical.org 

you will see on the left side of the home page a link named “Historical Events.” 

If you click on this, a new page will open. At the top, just under the banner 

“Historical Events,” you will see, in blue, a link titled “Kennebec County 

Historical Events” that will take you to a timeline of events that have occurred 

in Kennebec County. 

 Last week I received a phone call from a person who wanted to know when 

Veterans Memorial Bridge was completed and when the toll was removed from 

the bridge. He also wondered whether tokens were used, since he remembers 

seeing tokens in his father's change. 

 Although our timeline did not answer all his questions, we were able to 

determine the answers by searching the collections database. 

      Veterans Memorial Bridge – commonly known today as Memorial Bridge – 

and the rotaries on either end of it were completed in 1949.  

      At least for part of the time the bridge was a toll bridge tickets were sold. 

For Class A vehicles, those with two axles and single rear tires, ten tickets cost 

25 cents; for Class C vehicles, those with three or more axles, ten tickets cost 

$1.00. We appear to have tickets for only those two classes. 

      The bridge became toll-free on October 7, 1967. 

 It happened that we were working on the Kennebec Journal photo project at the time this and photos from 

the 1947-1949 construction were processed. I have included two here. 

 

– Ernie Plummer 
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KHS Archive in Depth: 

A Look at the KHS Vertical File 
 

Vertical file – noun – an alphabetized file for pamphlets and other small publications that do not 

merit a call number in a library system  

a collection of pamphlets, pictures, clippings, or other materials stored upright, as in a filing cabinet 

or cabinets. 

a collection of articles (as pamphlets and clippings) that is maintained (as in a library) to answer 

brief questions or to provide points of information not easily located  

 For some time, the Kennebec Historical Society has maintained a vertical file that roughly fits the 

definitions shown above. Indeed, at this time there are nearly 9,000 items that are classified as vertical files. 

They are stored in two lateral four-drawer files in our library. They are also entered in our collections database, 

some with full indexing and full searchable text transcriptions. About 7,000 are in the database with only a title 

and a date associated. 

 They were originally stored in folders marked with the subject of the article. Something about Cony High 

School would be placed in a folder with similar articles, something about downtown Waterville would be placed 

in a so-labeled folder, etc. Folders may contain tens of items in the order they were placed in the folder or as 

they were shuffled when they were searched. 

      Two questions arose: 

Is this the best way to store this information? 

 Does a newspaper clipping have a single subject?  Rarely. A newspaper article reports that a car crashed into 

a bank building. Do we store it in the folder marked “car accidents” or in the folder marked “banks”?  What if 

the driver was a prominent politician? Should this be stored under “politics” or under the person’s name? 

 We decided it would be best to catalog each clipping separately by subjects, keywords, and names. We also 

have begun a process of converting items to documents that can be “read” by computers allowing a total search 

of the contents. 

Have we been saving the most useful information? 

 What should the vertical file contain? Newspaper clippings, pamphlets, copies of documents we do not own, 

and research reports? 

 The society’s mission is to collect images and written records that tell the history of Kennebec County. Here 

are some items we think we should give priority: 

 Obituaries and wedding announcements often contain a list of family members. In the case of married 

women, they are likely to contain their surname at birth. As such, they are valuable genealogical 

records. 

 Research reports (answers to queries) prepared by our staff in answer to queries or for a related subject. 

 Genealogies. 

 Any newspaper article addressing the history of a building, or its fate if it no longer exists because of 

fire or demolition. 

 Articles addressing the history or fate of a historical building, person, or event. 

What do you think? 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Hours: December through February: by appointment only. 

Mailing Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: kennhis1891@gmail.com 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718      Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


