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$15,000 Grant to Help Fund Painting of Fuller House 
 

 The Kennebec Historical 

Society received a $15,000 

grant in early July from the 

Windover Foundation, of 

Boston, to help pay for 

repainting the society’s 

headquarters, the Henry Weld 

Fuller Jr. House, at 107 

Winthrop Street in Augusta. 

 The society plans to restore 

the historic, brick-faced, 13-

room Greek Revival building, 

which Fuller built in the 1830s, 

to its appearance around the 

end of the 19th century, as 

closely as that can be 

determined. The project first 

calls for an analysis of the 

covered layers of paint already on the building, after which the repainting will begin.  

 The building’s current paint scheme, which is peeling badly in some places, is 

completely of an ivory hue, except for tan on the granite windowsills and lintels facing 

Winthrop Street, and dark red on the porch, as well as on the staircase leading to the North 

Chestnut Street entrance. The new paint scheme will offer more sharply contrasting colors, 

which also was the case about eight decades ago, when the building – then about a century 

old – was photographed in black and white as part of a citywide Works Progress 

Administration photographic inventory of buildings. The windowsills and lintels will be left 

bare, exposing the granite. 

 The society already has negotiated a contract for the paint analysis, which is expected to 

be done by the end of August. The society also has a bid for the painting contract and is 

seeking others, according to Executive Director Ernest Plummer. The painting is expected to 

occur in September. 

 The repainting is part of a larger ongoing effort to revive the building’s Gilded Age look. 

A few years ago, the society’s Building and Grounds Committee and its House Committee 

organized the restoration of the house’s double parlor and reading room, both on the first 

floor. In 2015, the committees arranged for the period reconstruction of the deteriorating 

front porch. 

 Pending additional restoration work includes the addition of shutters and alteration of 

exterior window presentation. The society plans to complete all of the restoration work by 

the summer of 2017. 

 The society bought and partially renovated the Fuller house in 2007 with the proceeds of 

a major capital campaign. It occupied the building in 2008. 

 

 

The KHS annual meeting is scheduled for September 28 at the Viles 

Arboretum. See details on page 2. 
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President’s Message 
 

 The last couple of months have been very interesting at Kennebec Historical Society.  

 In June Pamela Roby, a member from California, sent the society a check to help celebrate the society’s 125th 

anniversary. In discussions with the board and communications with her, the Board of Directors has established 

the Joanna Young Scammon Fund. This fund will be dedicated to furthering the knowledge of 19th-century 

women in Kennebec County. We are currently working on establishing a group that would be interested in setting 

up guidelines for the fund. We are also hoping for further contributions to the fund so we can be successful in 

our endeavor. 

 We received a grant from the Windover Foundation to paint the exterior of the Fuller House. Scott Wood, 

our assistant director, and Phyllis vonHerrlich have both submitted grant proposals for the society to help with 

upgrading the building. 

 The July program on Maine’s German POW camps drew a standing-room-only crowd. Some of us even sat 

on the floor. An encore presentation was scheduled for August 24 at the Maine State Library. 

 

— Kent London 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting at the Viles Arboretum 
Followed by a Lecture, “Maine’s Historic Bridges,” 

on September 28, 2016 

 
 The program on Wednesday, September 28, at 

the Viles Arboretum will be preceded by a potluck 

supper at 5 p.m. and the society’s annual business 

meeting at 6 p.m. Any members who wish to attend 

the potluck supper are asked to bring a dish to share. 

Please note that the annual meeting program is 

not the society’s regular monthly program. For 

details on our September program, please see page 

3. 

 The story of Maine’s historic bridges is more 

multi-faceted than you might think. Why are bridges 

located where they are? Who built them? Why do 

they look the way they do? Amanda Taylor, 

architectural historian, will provide a presentation based on the publication Historic Bridges of Maine: 350 Years 

of Bridge and Roadway Design.  She will discuss the unique ways in which Maine’s bridge builders overcame 

geography and environmental influences to provide travel throughout the state. The talk also showcases several 

specific historic bridges in Maine and details how their builders chose creative solutions to difficult crossings and 

how technology changed design and construction.  

 Our speaker, Amanda Taylor, is an architectural historian for Kleinfelder, an international engineering and 

architecture firm with an office in Augusta. In recent years, she has documented historic resources related to the 

Sarah Mildred Long Bridge in Kittery, the Masse Saw and Grist Mill in Vassalboro, and the Belfast and 

Moosehead Lake Railroad Freight House in Belfast.  She has spent much of the last four years completing 

historical resource surveys throughout Maine.  

 The program, which is open to the public, will take place at 6:30 p.m. at the Viles Arboretum, located at 

153 Hospital Street in Augusta.   

 

 
  

Bailey Island Bridge 
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September Program 

“Cony Flatiron Building and Tour” 

 Cynthia Milliken Taylor will be speaking on the historic 

aspects of the Cony High School flatiron building, which was 

rededicated on July 28, 2015, the restoration efforts and the 

adaptive re-use for senior living. Cynthia has an architectural 

degree from the Rhode Island School of Design and 30 years of 

experience in redeveloping old and new buildings for seniors in 

Maine and New Hampshire. With an interest in improving the lives 

of many older people and an eye for quality design, she has 

developed over 3,500 apartments and completed the financing and 

renovations of numerous historic buildings, including the Inn at 

City Hall and the Cony Flatiron Senior Residence in Augusta. 

Taking a leadership role in creative financing, construction and 

community building, she has tried to benefit those who live within 

and those who value their neighborhoods and cities through 

economic development. Please join us at Cony Flatiron Senior 

Residence for an historic presentation on the old and the new Cony 

High School. 

 The Kennebec Historical Society’s September public 

presentation is free to the public (donations are gladly 

accepted) and will take place on Wednesday, September 21, 2016, 

at 6:30 p.m. at the Cony Flatiron Senior Residence, located at 110 

Cony Street in Augusta.  

 Please note this is our monthly program and is separate from 

the program that will be held September 28 at the KHS annual 

meeting (see Page 2). 
 

 

 

 
  

2016 photo 

From our files 

Hallway in the renovated 
Cony Flatiron Senior Residence 
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The Collections Box 

 We have recently acquired, through gift or purchase, a number of interesting items, some of them unique. A 

print portrait of United States Supreme Court Chief Justice Melville Weston Fuller was published by Charles 

Barmore of New York in 1900. We acquired a framed copy signed both by Fuller and James S. King, who may 

have been the photographer. It will soon hang in the Fuller Parlor. 

 Among the many newspapers published in Kennebec County is the Eastern Examiner of Hallowell. It appears 

to have had a very brief life, lasting only one year, 1875. According to the Union List of Newspapers, only one 

copy has survived: the September 22 issue is in the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

We purchased and added to our collections the issue for November 17. 

 Sylvio J. Gilbert, among many accomplishments, was a five-term mayor of Augusta, a state senator, a county 

sheriff, and a member of the Maine State Sports Hall of Fame. Gilbert School in Augusta was named in his honor. 

Through gift, we acquired scrapbooks, photos, plaques, and other material chronicling his life and 

accomplishments. This collection will provide scholars information about life in Augusta as well as biographical 

material. 

 On a lighter side, we bought eight photos of the Sparks Circus parading up Water Street, complete with camels 

and elephants, in 1928. In addition, we added real-photo postcards of the members of the Kents Hill Calliopean 

Society of 1912 and the Adelphian Society of 1913. 

 Through purchase we added the Webster, West Gardiner, Litchfield, and West Monmouth Register for 1909. 

I wrote about the value of town registers and directories in an earlier column. What makes this register unique is 

that Webster, Maine, no longer exists; today it is the town of Sabattus. 

 Sometime in 1919-1920, the employees of a shoebox factory on a corner of Water Street in Hallowell 

assembled outside next to and sitting on a delivery truck piled high with shoe boxes for a photograph. One of the 

workers was Nettie Day. On the back of the photo she identifies herself in the photo and describes her work. 

 A photo can be informative and enigmatic at the same time. Thus it is with a glass plate negative of the 1932 

Cony High School undefeated football team. Arranged around a picture of their coach, each player’s picture is 

complete with his name. You would naturally assume that the picture appeared in the 1933 Coniad, football being 

a fall sport. But it doesn’t. Is it among the other trophies in the high school display case? Were copies given to 

each team member? It is a puzzle. 

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 

 

 

  

 

 

 

No one responded to the 

request for the identity of 

the owner of the photo 

album of World War I 

photos found in a trash can 

in Gardiner. Here are two 

photos of the possible 

owner, one in uniform, one 

in civilian dress. Does he 

look familiar to anyone? If 

so, please contact us at 

kennhis1891@gmail.com 

or 622-7718. 
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Help, We Need You Badly! 
 

 There are four volunteers who day in and day out come to the society or work from their homes to keep the 

society and its mission going. They take their time from their families and from other civic responsibilities. Among 

them they possess most of the institutional knowledge of the society, particularly about that time period since we 

moved to 107 Winthrop Street. We’re not saying that they are irreplaceable; they are not. But if something changed 

in their lives and they had to leave, the loss to the society would be immense and there would be a significant 

period of rebuilding. The time has come when we really need to start the process of passing on the knowledge and 

responsibilities that they possess, if only to avoid that disruption. 

 Yes, there are others whose contributions to the society are extremely important. Our programs would not run 

without volunteers; we would not have a regular, well-constructed newsletter; and we would not have the funds 

to keep the doors open, without a group of dedicated volunteers. For all these activities we need more volunteers. 

Yet we also need to be concerned about what could happen if the work of this central group of four had issues. 

 So at this point the board requests that you consider volunteering for one of the six positions we will open this 

fall as reading room assistants. Based on training to be provided by these four, we will pass on the knowledge that 

we have. You will be trained to be the first point of contact for people visiting the society to do research or who 

are curious about the house. We call this position an assistant because when we are open, there will always be an 

archivist or librarian available to step in as the questions dig deep into the archive. 

 Among the skills we will teach you: 

 The history of the house 

 The history of the society 

 The structure of our library and archive 

 How to find a person’s house or family in the directories, from 1871 through the present 

 How to find pre-1892 vital statistics (birth, marriage, death) 

 How to find a person house in the 1938 WPA tax photos or the 1990s Augusta Architectural Survey 

 How to use the Dewey Decimal System to find a book and how to reshelve the books 

 When you are here and no one is here to visit, you will not be idle. We will assure you that productive 

meaningful activities are available if you want to participate. For example, we can help you to get our postcard 

collection organized and available to the public. 

 With your help, we will be able to open up the reading room three days a week at least in the fall and spring 

and maybe not close in the winter. We will also distribute our institutional knowledge. There will be a table with 

information and a sign-up sheet at the annual meeting. You also may call 622-7718. 

 

 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

Gary Mann – East Winthrop 

Stephanie Mulliken – Las Vegas, Nevada 

Gloria M. Allen – Augusta 

Danny & Karen Bergstrom – Stillwater, Minnesota 

Nancy Lecompte – Belgrade 

Vicki Lawry – Gardiner 

Imelda Yorkus – Whitefield 

 

and continues to recognize our  

Sustaining Business Member  
Kennebec Savings Bank, Augusta 

and our 

Sponsoring Business Member 
Pine State Trading Company, Gardiner 
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October Program 

“The Kennebec in History” 
 
 In this talk, maritime historian Lincoln Paine will use the history of the Kennebec River as a lens through 

which to examine Maine and American history since the pre-Columbian period. Examining the different ways 

that people have approached the Kennebec over time provides us with a new way of reading and understanding 

the history of the United States and its people. Abenaki culture was deeply informed by the way that people related 

to the Kennebec, which also helped shape patterns of exploration and settlement by early European settlers and 

the subsequent commercial and industrial development of the late Colonial and post-independence period. While 

the Kennebec has often been viewed in terms of its importance to navigation — both for shuttling goods and 

people between the hinterland and the sea, as well as for shipbuilding — it has also been a source of industrial 

power, a conveyor belt for the lumber industry, a source of harvested ice, and latterly a showcase for environmental 

restoration. In this respect, the many uses of the Kennebec offer a periodization of history that affords us a more 

nuanced appreciation of how Maine and the United States developed.  
 Lincoln Paine is a maritime historian, author, editor, and curator whose books include the award-winning The 

Sea and Civilization: A Maritime History of the World (2013), Down East: A Maritime History of Maine (2000), 

and Ships of the World: An Historical Encyclopedia (1997). He is also an editor of Itinerario: International 

Journal on the History of European Expansion and Global Interaction. In 2012, he curated “Triumph of the 

Passenger Ship: Highlights from the Norman H. Morse Ocean Liner Collection, 1870–2010,” an exhibit at the 

Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Research, University of Southern Maine, in Portland. He 

has lectured on a wide range of maritime and naval topics in the United States, Europe, Asia, and Australia. A 

graduate of Columbia College, he spent fourteen years as a nonfiction and reference book editor and currently 

specializes in editing academic writing by non-native speakers of English. He is a trustee of the Maine Maritime 

Museum. He and his wife, Allison, live in Portland and have two grown daughters. 

 The Kennebec Historical Society’s October presentation is free to the public (donations gladly accepted) and 

will take place on Wednesday, October 19, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. at the Augusta City Center, located at 16 Cony 

Street in Augusta.   
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KHS Neighborhood Becomes Historical Research Nexus  

 Augusta’s Winthrop Street, where the Kennebec Historical Society’s headquarters is located, just got a lot more 

interesting for visitors doing historical research. In June, the Kennebec County Registry of Deeds moved into the 

former Pierce Atwood law office at 77 Winthrop Street, only three blocks east of the society’s Henry Weld Fuller Jr. 

House. Then on August 15, Lithgow Public Library moved into its newly renovated and expanded building at 

45 Winthrop Street, six blocks east of KHS. Both institutions are valuable to most KHS patrons because of the access 

they provide to a wealth of local historical and genealogical information. 

 The Registry of Deeds, which moved from its old offices three blocks away at Weston Court, now offers the 

advantage of more space, according to Diane Wilson, the deputy registrar. Most registry records have been available 

online since 2013, but the registry has some older plans and maps that can be seen only by visiting its offices, which 

are open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. Its phone number is 622-0431. 

 The Lithgow Public Library reopening marked the culmination of an $11 million expansion project. The library 

now has twice the space it did before the work began. Although it still has a Winthrop Street address, its new main 

entrance is on the Oak Street side of the building. 

 The chief improvement from a researcher’s standpoint is that the library has doubled the number of computers that 

are available for adults’ use, from five to about ten, according to Assistant Director Sarah Schultz Nielsen. The library’s 

new addition also has small and large group meeting rooms that can be reserved by calling 626-2415. Lithgow Public 

Library’s hours of business are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, and 9 a.m. to noon 

Saturday. 

 

In Memoriam 
 

    Virginia Dogherty, 97, a Kennebec Historical Society member since at least 1999, died June 16 at MaineGeneral 

Rehabilitation & Long-Term Care at Gray Birch in Augusta. An Augusta native and University of Maine graduate, 

Mrs. Dogherty worked as a social worker, a Maine House of Representatives document clerk, and an English teacher 

at Cony High School. She was a hospice volunteer and board member, as well as a board member of the Friends of 

Maine State Museum, the Pine Tree State (now Viles) Arboretum, and Granite Hill Estates. She belonged to the Augusta 

Early American Glass Club and the Kennebec Valley Garden Club, where she was as secretary and president. She also 

was a member of South Parish Congregational Church. She is survived by two children, a stepdaughter, six 

grandchildren, three stepgrandchildren, and many great-grandchildren. 

 

    Andrew Loman, 69, a Kennebec Historical Society member since 2012, died July 25. Born in Cresskill, New Jersey, 

Mr. Loman was employed in social work for more than 40 years. He received a bachelor’s degree in psychology from 

Northeastern University and a master’s degree in social work from Boston University. In the early 1970s he moved to 

Maine. His last place of employment was with Maine Medical Center, in Portland, where he was the director of co-

occurring disorders, in the Psychiatry Department. He also was vice chairman of the Augusta Historic Preservation 

Commission. In 2015, Mr. Loman, a former volunteer firefighter, helped organize and present an observance of the 

150th anniversary of Augusta’s Great Fire of 1865. He is survived by his wife, Debora Loman; four children; and eight 

grandchildren. 

Kennebec County Registry of Deeds Lithgow Public Library – new Oak Street entrance 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Reading Room hours: Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; other times by appointment 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582     E-mail address: kennhis1891@gmail.com 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718      Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


