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KHS to Celebrate 125th Birthday 

 From 2 to 4 p.m. May 7, the Kennebec 

Historical Society will celebrate its 125th 

birthday with punch and cake in an event 

open to the public at its headquarters, at 107 

Winthrop Street in Augusta. Deb Sandler 

will provide music on her Celtic harp.  

 The idea of the society was conceived in 

the rooms of Charles Willoughby in 

downtown Augusta on February 4, 1891, by 

Charles E. Nash, a local publisher and author 

of the History of Augusta; Samuel L. 

Boardman, the editor of The Maine Farmer; 

Willoughby, a recognized authority on 

Indian artifacts; Power B. Mooney, a local 

tailor; and Frank T. Noble, a local jewelry store owner. In following meetings they picked 

the name Kennebec Natural History and Antiquarian Society, and the following officers 

were elected: President Dr. W. Scott Hill, Vice President Samuel L. Boardman, Secretary 

Frank T. Noble, Treasurer E.C. Dudley, and Librarian Charles C. Willoughby. The 

society’s constitution stated that its purpose was “the study of the natural and civil history 

and antiquities of the Kennebec valley and adjacent territory; the formation of collections 

of objects of interest pertaining thereto; the collection and dissemination of knowledge 

concerning the same.” A room with a five year lease was acquired in the Pray Building at 

219 Water Street over the dental offices of Dr. E.G. Briggs. Twenty-one by 59 feet, it was 

deemed adequate for cabinets of specimens of mineralogy, botany, ornithology and 

conchology; displays of historical relics; and a library of works relating to these subjects. 

 Seventy new seats and a large table for the president made up the furnishings to 

accommodate the members for the meetings which were held on the first Thursday of every 

month. Nonmembers could attend at a cost of $1. The society was incorporated at a May 7, 

1891 meeting of the founders; the first regular business meeting took place on May 21. The 

business part of the meeting was followed by the dedication of the hall and an interesting 

series of local reminiscences presented by James W. Bradbury. This pattern of business 

followed by presentations by members or invited guests would continue for years.  

 Emphasizing its public service function, the society began a period of loan exhibits on 

March 7, 1892. Members of the society and the public loaned objects to be placed on public 

view for a week. The response of lenders was dramatic. On display were the society’s 

collections of minerals, birds, Indian antiquities, and plants. Among the many items added 

by members were a copy of “the Boston Newsletters” of April 24, 1704, a wooden canteen 

used in the Revolutionary War, a first-century B.C. Hebrew manuscript, a brick from the 

Great Wall of China, Alaskan Indian silver bracelets, signed letters from poets Alfred, Lord 

Tennyson, and John Greenleaf Whittier, a portrait of General Henry Dearborn, a miniature 

totem pole, a pew from the Brattle Square Church in Boston, and a Siberian snuff box. The 

Kennebec Journal said a full list “would perhaps make for tedious reading . . . [but visitors] 

could not but exclaim in wonderment at the rich variety of articles on exhibition.” The 

exhibits filled 23 large showcases as well as a large number of tables; many items were 

hung on the walls. The names of 1,175 visitors were recorded. This and later loan exhibits 

might entitle the society to claim to be the first museum in Kennebec County. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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President’s Message 
 

 Last fall when I agreed to stand for president of the Kennebec Historical Society, it didn’t cross my mind 

that the 125th anniversary would occur while I was president. To be associated with an organization that has 

been in existence for this long is a unique occurrence for me. 

 Within the walls of our Fuller House lies a wealth of material relating to the history of Kennebec County 

and its founders. The collection has public, business and family documents reaching back to before it was a 

county that the public needs to become aware of.  

 As you will read in other sections of this newsletter the society is having a birthday party on May 7, 2016, 

which is the anniversary of the first meeting, I hope that all members are able to attend and to remember what a 

true treasure of an organization we have. 

 Please come and enjoy. 

— Kent London 

 

 

Book Sale Planned for June 11 

 The society will hold a book sale at 107 Winthrop Street on June 11 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Books may be 

dropped off at the society between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays, or Fridays. Pickup of books can 

be arranged by calling 622-7718. Please donate no National Geographics or other magazines, no computer 

books, no textbooks, and no Readers Digest Condensed Books, simply because no one will buy them. 

 

Roots to Grow are Our Members 

 Yes, we are looking to grow our numbers. 

 Every member of Kennebec Historical Society carries a badge of pride in knowing we are making a place to 

remember those who went before us. How proud we are when we can piece together the past in order to leave it 

for those who come later. 

 Members hold the synergy that causes growth in numbers of supporters. Existing members finding new 

members provides us with the way we can grow. That’s why we are asking all members to tell others about the 

benefits of joining KHS.  

 At the March program, we announced there were 433 memberships as of February 11. The goal of this drive 

is to reach 500 members before the year’s end. That night, after we passed out membership invitation brochures, 

three people signed up immediately.  

 Thank you for being loyal members and for helping drive us toward our goal.  

 

Kennebec Journal Photograph Project – Progress Report 

 When the Kennebec Journal donated its news photographs to the society in 2011, a rough count estimated 

that we had about 3,600 items, mostly photographs, to transfer to archival storage materials and catalog. By the 

end of the first grant provided by the Maine State Archive to complete this project, we had come to understand 

that there may be more than twice that number of items in the collection. We applied for and received a new 

grant to complete this project between December 2015 and June 2016. A few weeks ago we completed placing 

all the items in the collection in archival storage. The final count was 8,677 items! 

 Thanks to those who are helping in this project: Bruce Kirkham, Kathy Kirkham, Ernie Plummer,  

Enga Stewart, John Stewart, and Phyllis vonHerrlich. We also want to acknowledge the work of Karla Rider 

who has been our primary cataloger from the beginning of this project. 

 We are now completing the cataloging phase of the project. It often feels a bit tedious, but it gets easier 

when one thinks that if we had a similar collection from the early part of the 20th century, it would be viewed as 

a treasure of cultural history. One hundred years from now, Kennebec County residents should be thanking the 

society and its volunteers for this effort. 
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Net Mending 

May Program 

“Photographing Maine’s History: 

Glimpses into Life in the 19th and 20th Centuries” 

 In this heavily illustrated lecture, Libby Bischof,  

co-author of the recently released Maine Photography:  

A History, 1840-2015, will focus on Maine’s relationship 

with photography over the past 150 years. She will pay 

particular attention to photographs of labor and photographs 

made by nineteenth and early-twentieth century Maine 

women photographers — two important categories that 

deserve more attention in the larger history of Maine and the 

arts. Bischof believes that to thoroughly understand Maine’s 

rich past, one must understand the relationship of Mainers 

and hard work. Photographs allow modern residents to 

understand historic labor practices that were once important 

to the state’s economy but have now entirely disappeared, 

such as the Sardine industry. She will also discuss the 

important role photography plays in both the preservation of 

the past — sometimes intentionally, sometimes not — as well 

as the ways in which photographs assist in educating people about the past.  

 Libby Bischof is associate professor of history and chairwoman of the Department of History and Political 

Science at the University of Southern Maine, where she teaches courses in U.S. social and cultural history, 

Maine history, photography, and visual culture. She is the co-author of Maine Photography: A History, 1840-

2015, as well as Maine Moderns: Art in Seguinland, 1900-1940. Her work on photography has been supported 

by grants and fellowships from the Center for Creative Photography, the Beinecke Library at Yale, the Peter 

Palmquist Memorial Fund for Historical Photographic Research, the Maine Women Writers Collection at the 

University of New England, and the USM faculty senate. She lives in Gorham with her husband and son. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place Wednesday, May 18, 2016, at  

6:30 p.m. at the Augusta City Center, 16 Cony Street in Augusta. 
 

 

The Kennebec Historical Society Welcomes the Following New Members 
 

George F. O’Connor – Vassalboro 

Kari Mullen-McLaughlin – Manchester 

Norman A. Gosline – Gardiner 

Kimberly Clark – Portland 

Helen Tutwiler – Gardiner 

Robert J. and Susan E. O’Halloran – Winthrop 

Alison Maxwell – Chelsea 

Peter and Janice Quimby – Augusta 
 

and continues to recognize our  

Sustaining Business Member  
Kennebec Savings Bank, Augusta 

and our 

Sponsoring Business Member 
Pine State Trading Company, Gardiner 

 

Transcription Group Meeting 

 The Transcription Group will meet at 2 p.m. April 21 at the society’s headquarters to begin work on the 

Civil War letters of Holman M. Anderson to his brother. Anyone interested in transcribing is welcome to attend. 
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June Program: “The Tiffany Windows 

of Augusta’s South Parish Congregational Church” 

 When the South Parish Congregational Meeting House of 1809 burned in 1864, 

the building was replaced by the present granite church constructed between 1865 and 

1866 from designs by Francis H. Fassett of Portland. Thirty years later, in 1895, the 

Reverend J.W. Williamson undertook to enhance the interior of this great Gothic 

Revival church by installing stained glass in each of the window openings. Eight of 

the 12 of the richly colored windows were the work of Louis Comfort Tiffany of New 

York, the leading stained glass artist in America. How Tiffany revolutionized the 

making of stained glass, which he called favrile glass, is described in a Kennebec 

Journal article from the spring of 1895: “…new combinations of color with color, 

color over color, the deepening of tone, quality of texture, the introduction of new 

colors, the union of metal with glass, the wonderful ornamental effects obtained by 

imbedding lines and threads of one colored glass into glass of another color, while 

they are in a molten state, and during the operation of blowing.” 

 On the afternoon of Easter Sunday in 1895, Williamson addressed the 

congregation about several of the new Tiffany windows and the persons in 

remembrance of whom they were given. The Kennebec Historical Society’s June 15 

meeting affords an opportunity to view these remarkable windows and hear an 

illustrated lecture about them by Maine State Historian Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 

 A native of Portland, Mr. Shettleworth attended Deering High School, Colby 

College, and Boston University and was the recipient of honorary doctorates from 

Bowdoin College and the Maine College of Art. At the age of 13, Earle became 

interested in historic preservation through the destruction of Portland’s Union Station in 1961. A year later he 

joined the Sills Committee, which founded Greater Portland Landmarks in 1964. In 1971 he was appointed by 

Governor Kenneth M. Curtis to serve on the first board of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, of 

which he became architectural historian in 1973 and director in 1976. He retired from that position in 2015. He 

has lectured and written extensively on Maine history and architecture, his most recent publication being Maine 

Photography:  A History, 1840-2015, which he co-authored in 2015. He has been state historian since 2004. 

 This Kennebec Historical Society public presentation will take place Wednesday, June 15, 2016, at 

6:30 p.m. at the South Parish Congregational Church, at 9 Church Street in Augusta. 
 

 

The Collections Box 

 At the turn of the last century, there were neither fire trucks nor fire engines. It was horses that pulled the 

equipment to the fires. Hose companies were strategically placed around the city. Cushnoc Hose #1 was at 45 

Bridge Street, Atlantic Hose #2 was on Cony Street, Volunteer Hose #3 was at 75 Northern Avenue, Pine Tree 

Hose #4 was at 114 Bangor Street, and Capitol Hose #5 was, naturally, at 199 State Street, closest to the Capitol. 

The firemen held other full time jobs, but they were paid $35 a year to be available when needed. 

 We have recently acquired two photos of Augusta firemen’s baseball clubs. One is an undated picture of the 

Pine Tree Hose #4 team in front of their station with a trophy cup; the other depicts the 1908 Augusta Fire 

Department team, which tied for first place. Both photos have captions that identify the players.  

 James L. Jackson, a carpenter who lived at 3 Clark Street, was the captain of the Pine Tree #4 Hose 

Company, according to the Augusta City Directory. The first lieutenant was Eugene A. Chase, an employee of 

Cushman Paper who lived on Bangor Road. The clerk was Joseph A. Lee, a machinist who also lived on Bangor 

Road. The steward was George H. Harvey, a clerk who boarded at 122 Bangor Street. Chase, Lee, and Harvey 

were all on the team. 

 The other team members were Frank R. Turner, a cutter who lived at 85 Bangor Street; Fred E. Merrill, a 

wood dealer who lived on Bangor Road; Winfield “Win” Fox, a trimmer who lived at 25 Grove Street; Lindsay 

E. Ellis, a papermaker who lived at 7 Allen Street; John W. Harvey, a laborer who boarded at Ellis’ house; and  
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from Page 4) 

 

Harry A. Buber, a grocer with a home and store at 1 North Belfast Street. In front of the triangular arrangement 

of players is a child, also named Fred Merrill. Although Herbert Turner and Cy Ellis are in the picture, their 

names do not appear in the directory. 

 The Augusta Fire Department team is, in actuality, the team from Volunteer Hose #3 on Northern Avenue. 

Unlike the Pine Tree team, the Volunteers are seated in the usual team photo style; but like the Pine Tree photo, 

this one also has the team members identified on the back. 

 At the Volunteer house, Will L.B. Chase, a clerk who worked at 269 Water Street and lived at 125 Northern 

Avenue, was the captain. Frank E. Chase, the lieutenant, was a laborer who lived up the street at 143 Northern 

Avenue. Neither played on the Volunteer team, but eleven members of Hose #3 did. 

 H. Orville Coleman, a piper, worked at 269 Water Street with Chase and lived at 45 Cony Street. Wallace R. 

Jones, a driver, also worked at 269 Water Street but boarded at 127 Northern Avenue. Wesley W. Allen, 

superintendent of the Augusta Water District, lived on the west side at 20 Winter Street. Eldridge “Ellie” G. 

Perham, a blacksmith, lived and worked at 134 Bangor Street. George H. Harvey apparently also played for this 

team before or after 1908. Elmer Pinkham, a mill operator, was also a boarder, but at 35 Jefferson Street. Fred 

M. Harvey was a toolmaker who worked at 108 Bangor Street and lived only a few doors away at 102. John W. 

Harvey worked with Fred at 108 Bangor Street, but he boarded at 7 Allen Street. James L. Jackson was a 

carpenter who lived at 3 Clark Street. Also present in the picture, but more likely as honorary members, are 

Chief John A. Buckley, a west side carriage maker at 107 Sewall Street, and department Secretary David 

Diplock, a woodworker at 31 Maple Street who boarded at 21 North.  

 My first response was to assume that the teams played in the Trolley League, so named because teams took 

the trolley from town to town to play their games. But further research revealed that the trolley teams were town 

teams, not teams sponsored by organizations such as fire houses. But where fire house club teams fit into the 

history of Maine amateur baseball or the history of national baseball is not clear. Was there a separate league in 

which only firemen’s clubs competed? Did they play other municipal department clubs in their or neighboring 

towns? In the search for answers, these photos will provide a good start.  

For the Collections Committee  

– Bruce Kirkham 
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 In the fall of 1895, noting that the five-year lease on the Water Street room was about to expire, Hill 

approached the trustees of the newly opened Lithgow Public Library and offered $600 to the library if it would 

rent space on the second floor to the society at no cost, the lease to be terminated with six months’ notice by 

either party, the $600 to be refunded either to the society or to Hill or his heirs. The society moved in in 1896, 

the year it changed its name to the Kennebec Historical Society, and stayed there for almost 80 years. 

 As often happens with any organization, the burst of interest and activity surrounding its beginning subsided 

with time and the test of its survival commenced. From 1900 through 1904, the annual meetings were canceled 

for lack of a quorum. There were annual meetings in 1905 and 1907, but none in 1906. The activity ebbed and 

flowed into the 1920s, but in 1922, although there were nine monthly meetings, the average attendance was 11. 

Starting in 1923, free lectures were offered in the society’s room at the library, but in 1929 the library asked the 

society to relinquish the hall on the second floor and to place its collections in a room back of the stage. The 

room had no heat and was too crowded to work in. In 1962, the library offered the use of the old document 

room, and the society accepted, moved down, and stayed until July 1975, when it packed up again and moved to 

two floors in the Percy V. Hill estate on State Street. The books and collections were housed in the ballroom; 

storage was available on the third floor. The size of the library was estimated at 5,000 items. 

 In 1977, in an attempt to raise money, the society decided to sell off parts of the collections that had no 

connection with Kennebec County but had been held over from the society’s earliest days; e.g. a full suit of 

Japanese armor. For the next decade or so, volunteers attempted to catalogue the collections, as the records of 

accessions were sporadic and incomplete. 

 However, in 1989 the society was forced to move again. The Hill house was a county-owned property, and 

the space was needed by the sheriff’s department. The collections were moved to a storage locker in Chelsea, 

where they remained until 1993, when the University of Maine at Augusta offered space in the new Bennett D. 

Katz Library.  

 It should not be assumed that during this peripatetic existence the society was dead. The collections were 

always available to some degree. If there were no formal membership or annual meetings, members and officers 

kept in contact and in short bursts of activity sponsored lectures, published brochures, and generally kept the 

society alive. But the facilities at UMA gave a moderate sense of stability. The Save City Hall campaign, the gift 

of a computer from Kennebec Savings Bank, and an average membership of 150 members were indications of a 

vital organization.  

 Because the university library needed the space, on January 17, 1999, the society moved again, this time to 

61 Winthrop Street, the Johnson-Baker-Shelton House. Mary McCarthy had bought the building a few years 

earlier after it had been damaged by fire. She renovated it, leased the front rooms to a law firm, and offered 

nearly 860 square feet in two first-floor rooms and three rooms on the second floor and storage space in the  

carriage house to the Kennebec Historical Society, of which she was a board member and later president. A 

burst of activity followed the move into the new, more spacious quarters.  

 June 1999 marked the beginning of a series of successful Carriage House Sales in which items donated for 

that purpose were sold to raise funds. That August, an oral history project began. James Julia of Fairfield, first 

offered an annual Appraisal Day, an event that was repeated through September 2005. The computer committee 

was organized in May 2000, and the collections committee began to purchase items on online auctions, rather 

than depending solely on donations. In August 2001 the Maine State Archives designated the society as a 

recognized alternate repository for local government records and the society formally stated that its collections 

would embrace all of Kennebec County. November 2002 saw the publication of the popular publication 

Kennebec Kitchens, a volume which combined recipes and recollections. The first edition sold out almost 

immediately, as did a second printing. The next month marked the beginning of the Victorian Tea, a Christmas 

celebration that continued for 10 years. The Kennebec Calendar, featuring photos from the collection, was 

published in 2004. About this time, an annual book sale split off from the Carriage House Sale. Membership 

rose to an average of 350 during this decade.  

 By mid-decade it was clear that all these positive steps forward also had a negative effect. The society had 

run out of room. The “spacious quarters” were overflowing with purchased and donated items. The copy 

machine was housed in the bathroom. It was time to move again, so a search committee was organized. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 For three years the committee explored every possibility available, from renting space to purchasing a 

building. Then in 2006 the American Baptist Churches of Maine decided to consolidate their facilities at China 

Lake and put their building at 107 Winthrop Street up for sale.  

 The 13-room house was built by Henry Weld Fuller Jr. on part of what was called the Fuller Tract. Fuller 

bought the land from his father, Henry Weld Fuller, for $430 in 1835 and built the Greek Revival-style house 

sometime in the next three years. It is known today as the Henry Weld Fuller Jr. house. 

  Subsequent owners included 19th-century Augusta Mayor William Treby Johnson; Eliza Dillingham, who 

deeded the house to Capt. James B. Hall upon their marriage; Mr. and Mrs. Samuel L. Stanley, who never 

occupied the house, and the Bradford Kimball family through his wife, Malinda (Shaw) Kimball; their daughter, 

Edith Blanche Kimball, who married William H. Fisher in 1893; and their daughter, Marian H. Fisher, who 

married Leigh Damon Flynt in 1917. The Kimball family owned the house for 89 years through the female line. 

Edith’s parents had bought the house in 1866, and the deed appears to have been in her name when she married. 

She left life interest in the house to her husband, but bequeathed it in trust to their daughter, who put the house 

up for sale immediately upon the death of her father in March 1955. The American Baptist Churches of Maine 

bought the home that May, and it served as their headquarters until the society bought it February 28, 2007. 

 After satisfying code requirements and beginning necessary interior renovations, the society moved in. 

Updating wiring, installing archive climate controls, and restoring the appearance of the public rooms to period 

appropriate colors and trim took until May 6, 2012. Through the generosity of members and others, the 

mortgage was burned September 13 the same year. 

 Today the society is the center for the study of the history of Kennebec County, with a library of more than 

4,000 volumes and an archive with more than 117 linear feet of manuscripts and photos. The newspaper 

collection covers about 100 years, from the very early 19th century to the turn of the 20th. The high school and 

college yearbook collection includes examples from almost all the county’s high schools and colleges, with 

some copies dating to the 1890s. The online database of surnames mentioned in documents in the archive at 

kennebechistorical.org contains 71,709 listings. From June 1 to September 30 the building is open from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m., Wednesday through Friday, and other times by appointment. 

 This history was developed by consulting the 1976 “History of the Kennebec Historical Society” compiled 

by Ruth Cloudman Briggs, early society meeting minutes, Kennebec Current newsletters, and other sources held 

by the KHS library and archive. 

 

 

 

 

2011 Photo – 107 Winthrop Street 
Carriage House Sale - 2011 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for Membership 

 

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code:  _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business  ______________________________________  

E-mail address:   ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___     __________________________  

 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  

  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___   Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 

  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___   __________________________  

  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___   Life (Family) –  $300 ___ 

  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75   _________________________   

  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125  ___________________________  

  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___   _________________________________  

      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 

 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 

This line and below for society use only: Date received:  ________________________  

Cash ______  Check #: __________ file 2.8.2 
 

Reading Room hours: Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; other times by appointment 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582     E-mail address: kennhis1891@gmail.com 

Telephone:  (207) 622-7718      Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 
 


