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August Program 
“Liberty Men and Great Proprietors” 

 
 The Kennebec Valley’s settlement by English colonists in the 
18th century occurred in the shadow of many conflicts, particularly 
clashes with the French and, later, the colonists’ revolt against Great 
Britain in the 1770s. Less well known is the tension between 
distant, wealthy land speculators and the pioneers who moved here 
to eke out a living on rocky soil and in an unforgiving climate. 
 Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alan Taylor’s 1990 book Liberty 
Men and Great Proprietors: The Revolutionary Settlement on the 
Maine Frontier, 1760-1820 tells the story of that clash. Taylor is the 
Kennebec Historical Society’s guest speaker for August. His 
presentation will describe that early settlement period in Maine. The 
program is scheduled for 2 p.m. Sunday, August 8, at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church on Summer Street in Augusta. 

 A Portland native and Colby College graduate, Taylor, 55, has been a professor at the 
University of California at Davis since 1994. He teaches early American history, the history 
of the American West, and the history of Canada. He earned a doctorate in American history 
from Brandeis University and taught history at Boston University.  
 Taylor also is the author of four other books, including William Cooper's Town: Power 
and Persuasion on the Frontier of the Early Republic (1995), for which he won the Pulitzer 
for American history. His next book, The Civil War of 1812, due to be published in October, 
examines the political rupture of North America engendered by conflict between the 
American republic and the British Empire. 
 A $2 donation is requested from nonmembers who attend the program. For more details, 
call KHS headquarters at 622-7718. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KHS Board of Directors 
 

President 
  Ernie Plummer  

Vice President 
  Valerie Morin 

Treasurer 
  Ellen Ryan 

Secretary 
  Emily Schroeder 

Members at Large 
  Anne Cough 
  Thomas Johnson 
  Bruce Kirkham 
  Marlon Morgan 
  John Nickerson 
  John O’Connor 
  Roger Pomerleau  

Librarian 
  Bruce Kirkham  

Archivist 
  Ernie Plummer  

Curator 
  Edwin Churchill  

Membership Secretary 
  Heide Munro  

Volunteer Coordinator 
  Joseph Owen  

Newsletter Editor 
  Sally Joy 

 Advisory Committee 
 John Finnegan 
 Robert G. Fuller Jr. 
 Sheilah F. McCarthy 
 Katy Perry 
 Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. 
 William Sprague Jr.   

Total membership:  

 447 on July 25 
 Life Members: 146 

 

  

September Program: A Field Trip to Wayne 
 
 On September 12, at 1 p.m., members and friends of the Kennebec Historical Society 
will gather at the North Wayne School House to hear a talk about the school restoration 
project and the stage curtain restoration project, after which they will go to the Wing 
Cemetery for a description of the cemetery’s unique characteristics. Next on the agenda will 
be a visit to the Wayne Town House. Scheduled speakers include Betsy Connor Bowen, 
Eloise Ault, and Edward L. Kallop Jr. 
 

  

  

Alonzo Wing 
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President’s Message 
 

 In the January-February issue of this newsletter, I discussed 2010 as being “a year of looking ahead and 
planning for the future.”  I also discussed our plans for a Long Range Planning (LRP) Committee and a new 
standing committee of the board, the House Committee, as ways of doing this. Both groups are in place and 
both are active. 
 Indeed, on June 26, as the result of initiative of the Long Range Planning Committee, eight Board of 
Directors members and one LRP committee member met with a professional facilitator at KHS headquarters to 
participate in an initial evaluation step called a SWOT analysis. (“SWOT” stands for Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats.) The process lasted about five hours and, in my opinion, was very productive. 
 In the interactive session, participants produced many examples of what they saw as strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats for our organization; but in the end, we boiled each area down to three items on which 
we could find consensus. Our facilitator made it clear that what we saw was not unusual, since the changes 
occurring in society today are affecting many organizations in the same ways. I was impressed that similar 
observations were made at the Maine Archives and Museums meeting last fall. So here is what we identified: 
 Strengths: 

• There is an historic “gold mine” in our archives and in the community. 
• Our membership consists of more than 460 people. 
• We are one of the most successful historic societies in the area. 

 Weaknesses: 
• We don’t have enough depth in leadership and age structure. 
• Our finances are not strong enough. 
• We do not have the people (“worker bees”) we need to get the job done. 

 Opportunities: 
• KHS needs to develop a stronger networking position. 
• We need to reach out to our members and know them better. 
• Our building has put us on the map, we need to use it effectively. 

 Threats: 
• The society lacks sufficient funds. 
• We are getting older, so we need to attract younger people. 
• We have to get more people doing the work. 

 Given this analysis, where do we go? The answer is to put a concentrated effort into solving the three major 
issues: marketing KHS, creating a sustainable long-term financial position, and getting more and different 
people involved with the society. As I wrote earlier this year: “It’s important that as many KHS members as 
possible participate in the long-term planning process. Please consider dropping in to talk about your vision of 
the future for KHS, or write a letter, or e-mail (khs@gwi.net).” Thanks for reading ... 

   – Ernie Plummer 
 

New Digital Projector for KHS 
 KHS has purchased a digital projector in support of its programs. The purchase was made possible by funds 
budgeted for a 2010 purchase of a projector and additional funds provided by Ernie Plummer and Don Beattie. 
 The projector is capable of projecting many things, including DVDs when used in conjunction with a DVD 
player and Microsoft PowerPoint® presentations, using either an attached laptop computer or just files on a 
USB thumb drive. This latter capability means that both PC and Mac users can project their presentations. 
 Don Beattie has recently been working on a project that we have called the Kennebec Time Travelers. The 
idea is to put together “canned” presentations using MS PowerPoint and then take these presentations into the 
community for any group that might want to have such a presentation, school groups, historical societies, 
retirement homes, etc. The presentation might be made by the original author or anyone interested in doing a 
presentation. The projector facilitates this since all you need is the projector, a screen and the little thumb drive. 
 If you are interested in helping Don, give him a call or send him an e-mail at nacelod@aol.com.

 NOTE: KHS Internet services are provided by GWI. The society’s Web site can be found at 
 www.kennebechistorical.org. 
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Tables Still Available at 2nd Annual KHS Giant Garage Sale 
 The Kennebec Historical Society has received several reservations for tables at its second annual Giant 
Garage Sale, which includes Maine crafters, scheduled for 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, August 14, at the Augusta 
State Armory. More tables are still available, however. To reserve an 8-foot table, call Kathy at 623-0417 or the 
society at 622-7718. 
 Table rental costs $25 for the first table and $15 for a second one. 
 The sale’s organizing committee also is looking for volunteers to prepare food for sale at the event, such as 
brownies, cookies, dessert bars, and muffins (no nuts, please). All food items must be individually wrapped. In 
addition, volunteers are needed to help set up tables and chairs, clear them away afterward, staff a raffle table 
and the society’s own sale table, and transport the KHS sale items to and from the event.  To volunteer for a 
time slot, call Kathy at the numbers listed above.  
 All rental proceeds from the event are used to cover the society’s regular operating expenses. 
 

 
 

Wish List 
 
 The Kennebec Historical Society always is in need of equipment to maintain its property and run its 
programs. All donations are greatly appreciated. Items the society is seeking include: 
 
·  flat-screen computer monitors, 17 inches or 

greater 
·  tower computers not more than three years old 
·  an MP3 recorder/player 
·  lightweight folding tables 
·  hedge trimmers 
·  garden clippers and loppers 

·  an 18-volt electric drill 
·  a small, antique desk for a receptionist 
·  an 8-foot fiberglass ladder 
·  an 6-foot fiberglass ladder 
·  sand and salt for the driveway and walkways 
·  a snow scoop 

 
 Also, members who have other items that might be useful but don’t appear on this list are encouraged to 
call the society headquarters at 622-7718 to inquire about whether KHS might need them. 

 

 
 Save the Date:  Grammy winner and Maine resident Paul Sullivan will perform a fundraiser for KHS at 
Christ Episcopal Church, Gardiner on October 23. Time to be announced. Stay tuned! 
 

 
 

Letter to the Editor 
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The Collections Box 
 Although both the By-laws and Collections Plan of the society require that all of Kennebec County be 
represented in its collections, the focus has traditionally been on Augusta. As a beginning to remedy that 
neglect, in the past few months I have purchased 56 postcards from Oakland, Waterville, Gardiner, Vassalboro, 
Winslow, Albion, Fayette, Manchester, Togus, Kents Hill, and South China. I chose to begin with postcards 
because they are plentiful, diverse in content, and cheap. Most importantly, they furnish a record of things lost. 
The card can depict a store long closed, a motel that has been leveled, a school replaced, or noble elms that once 
lined a city street.  
 The society is interested in both unused and used cards. A card with a message is, in a sense, the instant 
message, the e-mail, the phone text of the day. A used card also, through its postmark, dates the scene depicted. 
The brief message may record a safe arrival, a need for cash, a pleasant vacation moment, or a day’s adventure. 
Unused cards are shelved in notebooks in the reading room, used cards in the archive. Copies of cards owned by 
others are also in the notebooks, recording their existence, but awaiting replacement by originals, 
 Cities, towns and villages strove to portray the most impressive sites they had to offer. Forts, monuments, 
new schools and post offices, colleges and universities, parks, fountains, hospitals, factories, churches all appear 
either as real black-and-white photos or color prints. Lacking these, more rural areas depict lakes, rivers, camps, 
docks and boats, waterfalls, and streams. 
 The classic message is, of course, “Wish you were here.” Sometimes the sentiment appears to be that of the 
1952 Eddie Fisher song: “I’m lonely without you and my nights are without joy,” but I wonder if the subtext in 
most cards is, “Aren’t I the lucky one to be here. Don’t you wish you could join me, but of course you can’t.” 

 For the Collections Committee 
– Bruce Kirkham 

 
 

 

 
Archives Board Approves KHS as Records Repository Again 

 
 On May 20, the state Archives Advisory Board approved the Kennebec Historical Society’s application to 
be authorized as an alternate repository for local government records. 
 The board had approved a similar application from KHS several years ago, shortly after the society moved 
in 1999 into its old headquarters at 61 Winthrop Street in Augusta. When KHS occupied its current home, the 
Fuller-Johnson-Fisher House, at 107 Winthrop Street, the change of location necessitated filing a new 
application with the archives board. 
 The state requires that such authorized sites have climate-control, fire-suppression and security systems, all 
of which KHS has installed. 
 KHS recently received an early-20th-century Augusta police log from the city of Augusta, which reminded 
the Collection Committee of the need to obtain state authorization for the new headquarters. Now that task has 
been accomplished. 
 The society already had custody of a variety of local government records when the most recent move 
occurred, however. Some of those records date to the early 19th century, and some of them have been in the 
society’s care since the 1890s. For example, in July KHS archivist Ernie Plummer, while recataloging society 
manuscripts, noted that the archive houses Augusta tax ledgers from 1835 and 1836. KHS obtained those 
ledgers in 1898, according to society records. 
 The names listed in the ledgers are more relevant to the society today because they include Henry Weld 
Fuller Jr., the original owner of the society’s headquarters, the Fuller-Johnson-Fisher House. However, their 
significance to the community at large lies in the fact that the ledgers list every property owner in the city and 
give an indication of the net worth of each person’s estate. 
 KHS encourages municipalities throughout Kennebec County to consider storing old local public records in 
the society’s climate-controlled archive so they will be preserved for consultation by researchers well into the 
future. 
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August 1: A Visit to the Hallowell Granite Quarries 
 
 On Sunday, August 1, at 2 p.m., members and 
friends of the Kennebec Historical Society will meet at 
414 Winthrop Street in Hallowell (Note: that’s 
Hallowell’s Winthrop Street, not Augusta’s) for an 
opportunity to tour the quarries. The location is about 1.3 
miles west of the Whitten Road intersection. 
 As we go to press with this issue, we recognize that it 
may not reach our readers in time for some of them to 
participate. Articles announcing the tour have appeared 
in the Kennebec Journal and the Capital Weekly, 
however. The photos here depict important structures made of Hallowell granite. The 
statute is a memorial to the Founding Fathers in Plymouth, Massachusetts. The building is 
Surrogate’s Court in Manhattan, routinely used as a backdrop in the TV show “Law and Order.” 

 
 

Looking for Gardiner Area High School Yearbooks 
 
 In its last issue, the Kennebec Current reported a recent expansion of its collection of high school yearbooks, 
especially from Hall-Dale High School and its predecessor, Hallowell High School. As soon as that issue of the 
newsletter was ready for the printer, 16 editions of the Quill – the Gardiner Area High School yearbook – came 
marching in the Kennebec Historical Society’s front door. 
 Rob Whittier donated the group of yearbooks to the society on May 26 on behalf of Gardiner Public Library. 
The society already had three of the donated editions, but the other 13 increased the total number of different 
Gardiner yearbooks that KHS has to 31. 
 The society’s collection now includes the Quill editions of 1919, 1933 through 1940, 1943 through 1946, 
1948, 1953 through 1955, 1957, 1960, 1962, 1963, 1967 through 1971, 1981, and 1983 through 1987. (One 
edition, dated “1936-37,” covers both the 1935-36 and the 1936-37 school years. Portraits of the class of 1937 
appear in the book, but not those of 1936.) 
 Like Hallowell High School’s Venture, the Quill served multiple functions for Gardiner High School in the 
1930s. Those paperback editions included many of the features found in today’s yearbooks, but also poems, 
essays, and other literary endeavors; as well as the sorts of stories that might be expected to appear in a  
school newspaper. At the larger Cony High School in Augusta, by contrast, the Coniad yearbooks of that period 
were hardcover books that resemble today’s yearbooks more closely in their exclusivity of purpose. 
 The society would appreciate the donation of any other Quill editions to flesh out its collection further, or of 
missing yearbooks from any other school in Kennebec County. 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
   
Robert Bruce Acheson, Dixfield 
David and Gloria Anderson, Augusta 
Jean Burnham, Augusta 
 

Betty Gabriel, Augusta 
Linda Sadoff, Hallowell 
Brenda Savage, Augusta 

 
 

Kennebec Current Deadlines 
Deadlines for submission of articles to be published in the Kennebec Current for the rest of 2010: 

Issue Deadline 
September-October September 16 
November-December November 18 
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Making Haste from Babylon, by Nick Bunker 
A Review 

�
  “Crueltye and bloodde is in our streetes, the lande abowndth with murthers slawghters Incestes 
Aduleryes, whoredom dronkennes, oppression and pride. . . even the leaste of these is enowghe, and 
enowghe to make haste owte of Babylon.” 
 So wrote an English Puritan, giving reasons for migration to America in 1629. 
 By the time the first few pages of this book’s prelude have been turned, the reader is asked to imagine 
accompanying a bald eagle in its flight and looking down at the Kennebec River. Bunker maintains that it 
was in 1628, eight years after the Provincetown landing, that the Mayflower Pilgrims could be sure that 
their colony could endure, and that only because the Maine fur trade was crucial to providing the income 
to satisfy the debts to backers in Britain and to procure needed supplies. It was trade with the Abenaki 
people for the prized beaver pelts that secured the success of the settlement, beginning with the 
establishment that year of the Cushnoc trading post – in what is now Augusta – with a patent from the 
authorities in London. 
 The British author has written a delightfully readable book with impeccable and comprehensive 
research from sources in England, “using a wealth of new evidence from landscape, archaeology, and 
hundreds of overlooked or neglected documents.” Because much of the history of the early New England 
settlements has relied only on sources in this country, the rich background of the Pilgrims’ decision to 
leave for the new continent has not been explored as fully as Bunker has chosen to do in this volume. 
 Anyone with claim to Mayflower ancestry will find new information about the original voyagers, 
sometimes startling and always informative. The political and religious currents that led to emigration are 
revealed and documented with much more detail and analysis than popular histories have done. The text 
is supplemented with reproduced maps, documents and pictures. 
 Coming full circle, the epilogue (which begins some 400 pages after the opening eagle’s flight) will 
bring the Maine reader home to learn the story of the Native American carvings on a rock in a cove of the 
Kennebec at Embden.  
 While this book probably cannot be characterized as light summer beach reading, it is well worth the 
investment of time by any reader with a curiosity about Maine history and a desire for a broader 
understanding of the social and economic forces that led to established colonization in New England.  
 

-- Jeanne Davis 
 
 

We’re Stumped! 
Inquiries about Family Trees and Local History 

 The Kennebec Historical Society research staff sometimes is unable to find 
the answers to questions it receives over the Internet, by mail, or from patrons 
visiting the society headquarters. 
 For example, one correspondent recently asked the staff to identify the source of the granite used to 
build the Kennebec County Courthouse, at the corner of State and Winthrop streets in Augusta. A 
bicentennial book about Hallowell lists buildings that used Hallowell granite in their construction, but the 
courthouse does not appear on that list. 
 Another person had a piece of pottery stamped “Gardiner” and wanted to know about the history of 
potteries in Gardiner. The society doesn’t have such information. 
 The staff would appreciate readers’ help with these inquiries, as well as others that appear in future 
newsletters.  



July-August 2010  Page 7 
 

 

Moira Fuller Annual Fund Appeal Off to a Great Start 
by Ellen Ryan, Treasurer 

 
 The 2010 Moira Fuller Annual Fund goal is to raise $17,000 in contributions for the annual operating 
expenses of the society.  The campaign began June 1, and as of July 26 has received $9,030 from 51 
donors.  The society deeply appreciates their generous support.  If you would like to join them in fostering 
the society’s work through the annual fund, please send your contribution to the Kennebec Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332. 
 

Supporter ($1-$99) 
Dr. and Mrs. W.F. Alexander 
Joanne D. Clark 
David and Vivian Dennett 
Herbert Doten 
Jean M. Fallon 
Paula Gaudet 
Nancy L. Haines 
Richard and Judy Harriman 
Harmon and Jane Harvey 
Sue Hinkley  
Peter and Nancy Johnson 
Thomas Johnson- 
Bruce and Kathy Kirkham 
Howard Knowles 
Marjorie Lennon 
Marlon Morgan 
Cecil Munson 
Donald and Edwena Nichols 
Jane Orbeton 

Mary Jane O’Connor 
Susanne C. Page 
Marianne Perry 
Elizabeth Pohl 
Lynn E. Randall 
Lillian Skillin 
Rod Spearin 
John W. Sturzenburger 
Philip Tiemann, Jr. 
Marjorie Tribou 
Karen Wetherill 
Margaret Whalen 
Donald L. Whitten 
Elizabeth and Dana Winslow 
 
Archivist ($100-$249) 
Cynthia O. Bean 
Ed and May Coffin 
Holly Hock Dumaine 
John and Patricia Gannett 

Mark and Judy Johnston 
Kennebec Savings Bank 
Leo Pepin 
Katy Perry 
Ernest and Joan Plummer 
Ellen Ryan 
H. Allen and Dianne Ryan 
Geraldine Downer Scott 
Amy M. Stevens 
Ben and Susan Thomas 
 
Historian ($250 - $499) 
Joseph and Mary Owen 
 
Pioneer ($500 - $999) 
John Bridge 
Sally Joy 
 
Proprietor ($1,000 or more) 
Moira Hastings Fuller 
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. – Application for  Membership 
 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Town/City: ________________________ State: _____ ZIP code: _______________________________  

Telephone  number: Home _______________  Business ______________________________________  

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________  

 Type: New ____ Renewal ____ _________________________________________  

 Category: Individual (annual) – $20 ___    __________________________  
 Family (annual) – $ 30 ___  
  Senior (60+) (annual) – $15 ___  Senior Family (annual) –  $25 ___ 
  Student (full-time) (annual) – $15 ___  __________________________  
  Life (1 person) –  $200 ___ 
  Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) – $ 75  _________________________   
  Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) – $125 ___________________________  
  Nonprofit group (annual) – $35  ___  _________________________________  
      Donation (optional): $ _____ 

 This is a gift membership, given by: _______________________________________________ 
 (Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.) 
This line and below for society use only: Date received: ________________________  
Cash ______  Check #: __________  
 

Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; other times by appointment 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582    E-mail address: khs@gwi.net 
Telephone:  (207) 622-7718     Web site:  www.kennebechistorical.org 


