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KHS Move About to Begin

With a temporary certificate of occupancy frone ttity of Augusta imminent,
and painting in the rooms in the ell, installati@ihnew flooring, creation of a new
barrier-free entrance and assembly of shelvinghen drchive well under way, thg
society is ready to begin its long-awaited movétsmnew headquarters in the 1836
Fuller-Johnson-Fisher House at 107 Winthrop Street.

Senecal Construction Services LLC expects to cetaplork on phase one o
the building’s rehabilitation by April 15. The sety’'s staff and volunteers then wil|
begin the task of re-shelving the collection in fipecially designed archive storage
suite on the second floor of the ell.

A small parking lot is being planned for the reathe side yard. It will be built
after the weather improves. Access to the lot bl from North Chestnut Street.
Shrubbery will be planted to make the lot more &ilguappealing to people who pass
by on Winthrop Street.

The society has decided that the best approastntwating the Fuller-Johnson-
Fisher House is to divide the work into phases. fliisé phase includes the elements
that are our minimum requirements for being ablentwve into the new quarters:
installation of a new heating system, renovatiothef spaces needed for re-opening
the library to researchers, and improvements tsfgamunicipal and state codes,
such as sprinkler and fire/intrusion systems, adootbn of a barrier-free entry and
rest room and creation of a parking lot for visstor

Phase two is expected to include th
installation of a climate-control system in
the new archive. It also will focus on an
examination of original decorative
treatments in the front rooms of the house
in order to determine how those rooms
should be redecorated. Some period
rooms may be installed in the future, ang
a gallery space is planned where the
society will offer changing exhibits.
Other components of phase two are ir
development, and the membership is
encouraged to become involved by
serving on committees and sharing ideas.
Creation of a multi-use space in the
garage wing is a long-term goal and will
likely represent a third phase.
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President’s Message

When the Kennebec Historical Society wants to kivalmat other local societies are doing, it often
peeks through their windows — electronically, aiske by consulting their Web sites.

Several history-minded groups in Kennebec Courdyntain Web sites. They include the Web pages
of historical societies in Farmingdale, Oakland &viakerville, as well as Old Fort Western in Augushe
Arnold Expedition Historical Society in Pittstonndh the Taconnett Falls Chapter of the Maine
Genealogical Society in Winslow.

Other societies have no presence on the Inteémoetever, perhaps lacking the necessary time, money,
interest, technical expertise, or a combinatiosarshe or all of those elements.

Is there anything KHS could do to help them? Mayb

The KHS Web site — www.kennebechistorical.org s pavided our society with a variety of benefits
since it was established about seven years agoe ®bms thought other local societies might enjoy t
same benefits, if only they had a little help gejtstarted. We decided to conduct an experiment.

On March 6, | met with Vassalboro Historical Stgi®resident Kent London and Bob Demers of
Gardiner, who had administered our society’'s Wdb biefore KHS Vice President Ernie Plummer
assumed that duty a few years ago. Kent said tilssaltaoro group would like to have a Web site, ad t
he could provide basic information about what lusiety is and what it does. Bob said he could ts¢ t
data to build a prototype of a site for the Vassadlgroup.

Several other issues will need to be addressedowfe, including who will maintain and update the
Vassalboro site; how much the Web space will absnything; and what connection it will have to KH
if any. For now, we want only to see whether we @aange for a basic, suitable, useful site desidrem
scratch. That way, when researchers from Kitterfzdd Kent (or from Kathmandu to Timbuktu, for that
matter) call up the Google search engine on themputers, for example, and they type “Vassalboro
historical” in the search window, they will findree@thing a bit more useful that what is availablesno

If this experiment succeeds, KHS will consider thiee to replicate it among other interested histiri
groups in Kennebec County that lack Web sites.

| expect that the expansion of this effort woutdwr much later, given all the responsibilities heve
in setting up our new headquarters at 107 Wintl8tpet in Augusta and raising money for our buddin
fund, to say nothing of conducting our regular pamgs and activities. Even so, it is important fad¥&to
maintain its countywide focus, and this experimsranother way of doing that. Just as our socityes
to recruit members from all over the county, andcemduct programs in various locations around the
county, it also should look for ways to make itaedéful to kindred organizations in the county.

| encourage anyone who has suggestions to offeddeeloping the Vassalboro society’s Web site to
contact me, Ernie, or Bob at the society officell 622-7718 or e-mail us aail@kennebechistorical.org

— Joseph Owen

Volunteer Sought for Membership Secretary Position

KHS is looking for someone who enjoys computer kwvbs maintain the society’s new membership
database. Tasks include processing incoming resewahding acknowledgements and dues notices, and
providing periodic reports.

KHS member Joan Plummer has automated the progessiletters and receipts, and the newly
revamped database is now fully operational. Thoserested should call Larry Bacon at 622-4706 or
e-mail Joan Plummer atjplummer@earthlink.ndor more information.
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KHS to Hold Two Programs in April

April 16 at Colby College Program Committee members Anr -
Cough and Emily Schroeder, working overtime, hasleeduled two
interesting programs for April.

Retired Colby College Dean Earl Smith will spedak6s80 p.m.
April 16 at the Goldfarb Center at Colby Collegeis Hecture,
“Mayflower Hill,” will focus on the history of Col College and its
strong ties with the city of Waterville. In 2007m&h published the
definitive work on the school’s history, using tbeme title as that ol
the evening’s talk. Smith will present highlight®rh his book and
will emphasize how Colby’s growth forced the collelp move from
downtown Waterville to Mayflower Hill between 1928d 1952.

Smith retired after 40 years in various admintsteapositions at Colby, including dean of the egk.
He is a Waterville native.

Retired Dean Earl Smith

Participants also are invited to join a 5 p.m. tourof the Colby College Art Museum. For planning
purposes, those who want to take the museum tour ghld register by calling KHS at 622-4706.

April 30 at Augusta City Center: State Historian and Maine Historic

Preservation Commission Director Earle G. Shettiéwdr. will speak at
6:30 p.m. April 30 in the lecture hall at AugustayGenter. The topic, “Mr.
Bailey and His Photographs,” will borrow from infoation contained in
Shelttleworth’s bookyictorian Augustanewly published by Arcadia Press.

Born in West Gardiner in 1822, Bailey establishgohotographic studio in
Augusta, where he sold tintype portraits and huwilicf stereo views. He had
a long career as a photographer. He died in 1894.

The widely popular stereo views were mounted off sardboard and
contained two nearly identical images of the samens. When viewed
through the lenses of a stereopticon (a hand-heldedthat held the card), the
two views blended into one picture that not onlyswaagnified but also
appeared to be a three-dimensional image. In thie lkafore moving pictures,
this activity was a popular means of entertainmirgnabled people to “see
the world” from the comfort of their own parlor.

Copies ofVictorian Augustawill be on sale after the program, and Mr. Shettigh will sign them.
The book costs $21 for nonmembers and $18.90 fd8 Ki¢mbers. Both prices include tax.

Doing Spring Cleaning? Think of KHS!

It's that time of year again. KHS is planning iBtliannual Carriage House Sale, and has scheduled it
for Saturday, June 14, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The wilébe held at our new location, the Fuller-Jobims
Fisher House, at 107 Winthrop Street in Augusta.

Clean, saleable merchandise is needed. While gadting that ever-necessary spring-cleaning, we
encourage you to remember this important fund-raise

Donations of knickknacks, kitchen goods, booksctical appliances, and “white elephant” itemd wil
be gratefully received. Please call 622-4706 targge delivery. Limited pickup service is availal§gorry,
we cannot accept computer components, tires, gpgkances, or clothing.)
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May Program — The Washburns of Livermore

The Kennebec Historical Society's May program Wwél held Wednesday,
May 21, at 6:30 p.m., at Hall-Dale Elementary Sd¢hmo Winthrop Street in
Hallowell. Kerck Kelsey will be the speaker.

Mr. Kelsey gave a KHS lecture last year about temarkable Israel
Washburn Jr. This time, he will address more brpddé accomplishments of
Washburn s siblings, who were equally influenfigople. Mr. Kelsey's latest
book, Remarkable Americans: The Washburn Fami¢y a new release and
represents an exhaustive study of this unique Maimdy.

State Historian Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. wrotehig review of the book:
“Here for the first time is the comprehensive clhcten of one of the most
significant American families of all time — the téffashburn brothers and
sisters, who rose from the obscurity of nineteerghtury rural Maine poverty
to the pinnacles of economic, military and politisaccess. This is a uniquely
American story, told with the proper balance betwiegriguing personal detail
and broad national perspective.”

Mr. Kelsey had a lengthy career in textbook puitig and banking, but retirement has allowed him th
time to indulge his interest in history. This leiinhto obtain a master of arts degree in historynfétarvard
University in 2002. He served on the board of thestWburn-Norlands Living History Center in Livermdrem
1998 to 2002 and, since 2004, has continued aMdhburn Center as its historian and lecturer.

Copies of Mr. Kelsey’s books will be on sale aftez program. Refreshments will be served.

The Society Needs Some New Technology

When the society was housed at 61 Winthrop Stceetmunication could be achieved just by yellingvdo
the stairs. In our new facility, we almost havertount a safari to find someone we know is in thikdding.

OK, it's really not that bad; but it is a lot difent; and we’ll need up-to-date technology to hslp

We are going to start life in our new building withcomputer system cobbled together from hand-me-
downs graciously contributed by members and friemdsome cases, items are at least eight years\6tl the
rate of change in technology, many organizatiomg,companies and government organizations renew the
technology systems every three years. Organizatikm®ur own are more likely to follow a five-yeapgrade
plan. That's what we hope to do; but because thegss is expensive, we will be seeking grant suppor

One of my purposes in writing this is to bring mesrsup to date on our plans. Another is to saligtut
from members. Our plan is outlined below. If yoe selditional or alternative ways to upgrade ouhtetogy,
please provide me with input in the next few weagsve prepare a grant request. Thank you.

Warning: Beyond this point I'm going to get more technical.

Here’s the current plan: to have new desktop coerputwo for the archive, two for the library anedor
the executive director, all connected to a sembich is an independent computer that basicallyestthe data
and documents for all the other computers. Thispdar can be set up to back up its data frequeanty
automatically. For you geeks, we can also havereomilrive, so that the data is always on two refdum disks.
If one fails, the same data is on the other in #dle same form. All this means that we will ngedouy six
new computers.

Our printers, copiers, scanners, and fax machiaealirbasically out of date and failing. We alseta
high-quality scanner for the archive, so we canerialages available in our database and our Webvgiewill
propose the purchase of an all-in-one printer, @@canner, fax and a high-quality scanner. Sarftevare
may also be required to support all this. The camnsuand these peripherals will be networked. Weadly
have most of the network hardware we need.

Another desire is for a digital projector that wvanaise for program presentations and perhaps éntewat
the society’s headquarters.

— Ernie Plummer
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Collection Box

At the time of publication of this newsletter, tb@lection should be moved or be about to be mduatie
society’s headquarters at 107 Winthrop Streetilltdwell for a short while in the old dining rooon the first
floor but will soon be placed in the new archivel dibrary rooms. All this represents a large immment in
the accessibility and preservation of the collectib has also represented a large expenditurienefand energy
for those working on the collection.

Even as this work has been going on, donationgeafis for the collection continue. One item we have
received is an essay written by KHS member KatyyHar1989-1990. The essay is titled “Father EBasd of
Kohala [Hawaii], The Missionary from Hallowell.” His essay was based on a book found in the Hulireel
Library titled Father Elias Bondpenned by his own hand in 1920. Coincidentallg, Yanuary issue of “Maine
History,” the quarterly publication of the Mainestbrical Society, contains a review of a book ditleperial
Maine and Hawaii: Interpretive Essays in the Histaf Nineteenth-Century American Expansiby Paul T.
Burlin. Reading these items can provide an insigit the role Mainers — and specifically peopleniro
Kennebec County — played in the development of Hawa

A second item in the same donation is a book tiléd/alking Tour Through Hallowell in the Late 1800’s
with “Bert” Hunt. In this we find an informal description of peopled places in Hallowell. This 32-page book
is a gold mine for Hallowell genealogists, butatks an index. Perhaps someone in our society wikeldo
take on the project of preparing an index.

The society purchased two interesting items regemtiey are two diaries made up of monthly day-hy-d
diaries in cardboard boxes. The two years we psethavere 1931 and 1934. Although it appears thestia
was from Augusta, we do not now know who that perso There are, however, many clues in the diaries
themselves and again there is a great opportuaitgdme sleuthing for someone. If you are intetestethis
project give me a call.

Recently Bruce Kirkham, our librarian and huntecollection
items, purchased a set of seven glass photogrggpaies from
newspaper coverage of the arrival of the first aifmat the
Augusta State Airport on June 26, 1934. Althouglid®r found
many of the pictures in the Kennebec Journal okeJan, 1934,
two were not published and were of people not mhetlin the
picture captions for the article. The photo at righows three of
these individuals. Do you recognize any of them?

The society recently purchased two interestingngteThey are
two diaries made up of monthly day-by-day diariescardboard
boxes. The two years we purchased were 1931 and. &g
diaries do not explicitly contain the name or hoofighe diarist,
but a little sleuthing has revealed that the authas Irl Everett
Withee. This was determined by transcribing thst fiour months
of the 1934 diary and identifying people mentioaad where they
lived. The final clue was that Irl and Velma’s datey Joan played
with Charlotte Clark, who lived on School StreeheTcensus
revealed that an Irl and Velma Withee and theire8@rold
daughter Joan lived on Murray Street, the nexesmerth. Velma
and Joan are both mentioned by the author.

As it turns out, the society already owns diatrest Irl wrote between 1950 and 1980. He died i83l3Ve
also own diaries written by Irl's father, Everettitiée, between 1897 and 1930. Clearly there aree riror
Everett Withee diaries out there. It would be griéate could find them and make the collection céztg
Transcription of just four months proved to be faating. Anyone who might want to get involved imet
process is welcome. We'll help you get started.

Do you recognize any of
these men?

For the Collections CommitteeErnie Plummer
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Introducing Board of Directors Member Lisa St. Hilaire

At its February 13 meeting, the KHS Board of Dioes elected Augusta
resident Lisa St. Hilaire to an at-large board .se&ta has been a member of
KHS for several years, and we'’re pleased to have widingness and
enthusiasm as part of the team.
Raised in the suburbs north of Boston, Lisa agdrehgineering school in
Syracuse and earned a bachelor of science degfet biology and a master
of science degree in plant ecology from the Statévéssity of New York
School of Environmental Science and Forestry. $ftermed to New England
after living in New York and Pennsylvania and mowedAugusta in 1999
when husband Don Cameron accepted a job here.lehwveyone son.
Lisa has been interested in martial arts for ntben 20 years. She also enjoys knitting. She wasks
information manager for the Maine Natural AreasdgPam, part of the Maine Department of Conservation.
Welcome, Lisa.

Cecilia Club Makes Final Gift to KHS

The Cecilia Club, an Augusta organization devabtepromoting the arts in
the region, has donated $1,079.06 — all the moemgaining in its accounts —
to the Kennebec Historical Society.

The club, which disbanded in 2007, was named foC8cilia, the patron
saint of music. From the time of its founding in808 it held concerts and
awarded scholarships to area music students. lisb@eship had dwindled in
recent years, and the average age of the membadsialy crept upward,
forcing many longstanding members — especially éahebo were unable to
drive — to become inactive.

Wishing to preserve its history, the club donatedst of its financial
records, scrapbooks and artifacts last year thigterical society.

On February 11, former Cecilia Club president €dtte “Cay” Gallant,
accompanied by former vice president Patricia Dofermer treasurer Anita
Choate and former member Rod Spearin, met with Kd&cutive director
Lawrence Bacon to make a final donation. With ohsglg mixed emotions,
Mrs. Gallant turned over the club's remaining fitiahrecords, along with the
check for $1,076.06.

The society, after consulting with the club menshdras used half of the money to buy folding chfars
use at the society’s many programs and specialtgvetmich may include concerts; and the other Wilfbe
used to buy acid-free folders and collections ni@temeeded to ensure that the club’s documentdilace
properly and housed in accordance with good arthpvactices. By offering the front rooms of the IEt
Johnson-Fisher House for occasional concerts, KH#8dud to do its part to keep the mission andtsgfione
of Augusta’s long-standing cultural groups alive tloe future.

Welcome New Members

Richard E. Bridges, Augusta Jeff Pidot, Hallowell

Jane Merrill Butler, Sidney Life Member Bill Randall, Winthrop

Patsy Garside Crockett, Augustaife Member John and Jane Robertson, Sidney

Phillip Dow, Albion Senecal Construction Services, Brunswick
Farmingdale Historical Society, Farmingdale Maggie Smith, Pittston

Ernest C. Marriner, Augusta Margaret Whalen, Hallowell

Avis Millett, Winthrop Priscilla Wilkins, Augusta
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From the Director’'s Desk

KHS Welcomes UMA Volunteers

When KHS President Joe Owen contacted the Untyeddi
Maine at Augusta recently to inquire about the labdity of
student volunteers, he was transferred to AndreehEmthe Office
of Civic Engagement. Ms. Emch is UMA’s AmericorpdSTA
(Volunteers in Service to America) staff person.

Emch explained that the university sponsors Randats of
Kindness, a program wherein students enroll to ¢gdenr hours
engaged in volunteer work for a community groupnonprofit
organization. Students don’'t know where they w#l émployed
until arrival. They might spend their time cleaniadasement in a
women'’s shelter, providing child care in day-caeilities, or
carrying out any number of other useful pursuitsaigencies in the Natasha and Anne
social welfare or public service sectors.

KHS was fortunate to be introduced to two pleaganng women in early March who helped with moving
tasks. Natasha Moiseenko and Anne Lambert threw #meulders to the wheel as we jabbered — well, |
jabbered; they listened politely — about the vesiinds of events that we host at KHS. | regalemhttwith
options for future volunteer opportunities as tpegked administrative files, boxed up the kitchesrs and
carefully packed the society’s china set for tramsfo the new headquarters.

Natasha is working toward a bachelor of arts degrdiberal studies, and Anne will graduate in Mayh a
B.A. in photography. Natasha is a native of Augubta she also spent time living in Florida. Anseai Cony
High School graduate, Class of 1990. The four hepent in their company were thoroughly enjoyaate |
was caught up in their enthusiasm for the kindgrojects and special events we undertake at Ki$hbpeful
that they’ll return to volunteer at KHS, and I'migg to look into having them cloned. Thanks to UNbkd to
Natasha and Anne) for their random acts of kindness

— Larry Bacon

AROUND KENNEBEC COUNTY
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The Kennebec Historical Society encouragehisatbry-focused organizations in Kennebec Countutamit
items for publication in our newsletter (to be imbtd as space allows) or on our Web site. Mail sefions to
Kennebec Historical Society, Attn: Kennebec CurrBn®. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582; or e-iniin
to mail@kennebechistorical.org.
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KENNEBEC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. — Application for Membership

Name(s):
Address:
Town/City: State: P colde:
Telephone number: Home Business
E-mail address:
Type: New Renewal
Category: Individual (annual) — $20 ___ Family (annual) - $30 ____
Senior (60+) (annual) —$15 Senior Fag@hnual) — $25
Student (full-time) (annual) — $15 Life (1 person) — $200

Business (annual, fewer than 25 employees) — $ 75
Corporate (annual, 25 employees or more) — $125
Nonprofit group (annual) - $35 Donation (optional): $
[] This is a gift membership, given by:
(Please send to Kennebec Historical Society, Bd.5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582.)

This line and below for society use only: Date received:
Cash Check #:

Normal hours at 61 Winthrop Street are suspended ahe present time. Phone and e-mail contact recommeed.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 5582, Augusta, ME 04332-5582 E-mail address: mail@kennebechistorical.org
Telephone: (207) 622-7718 (or at our new location, 622-4706) Web site: www.kennebechistorical.org



